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RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


For the Christian Observer, 


MEMOIR OF THE LATE REV. EARLE 
GILBEF, D. D. RECTOR OF BARBY, 
IN NOR THAMPTONSHIRE., 


i 

SC aR LE Gilbee was descended from 
a highly respectable family in Kent, 
He was educated at the Charier-house, 
where for a considerable time he was 
ahead scholar. From thence he was 
entered at University College, Ox- 
ford, where he successively took the 
degrees of A. B., A. M., B. D., and 
D. D. While he was et college, his 
conduct and attainments procured 
him the marked esteem of his tutors, 
one of whom is now head of the Char- 
ter-house. 

His first exercise of the ministry 
was in London, where he served a 
church for some years. During this 
period he seemed deeply to feel the 
obligation he was under of preaching 
the great truths ofthe Word of God 
in their primitive purity ; andhe did, 
in fact, deliver the sound doctrines 
of our Reformers from the pulpit, 
even before he hadexperienced much 
of their power in his own heart. 
Hence, when some of his hearers at 
that period came to him for spiritual 
counsel, under trouble or perplexity 
of mind, he knew not at first what to 
reply. Tadeed his own progress in 
the divine life was very gradual. He 
Was In the nabit of examining very 
carefully every doctrine, before he 
adopted it as an articie of ‘is creed ; 
and he thus became at lencth thor- 
oughiy grounded inthe principles he 
embraced, 

In the year 1795 he was instituted 
to the divine of Barby in Northamp- 
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tonshire ; on which he constantly re- 
sided till his death, and never em- 
ployed a curate. Here he distin- 
guished himself as a diligent, faithful, 
and successful minister of Christ. 
He preached twice every Sunday, 
besides delivering: occasionally a cat- 
echetical lecture in the evening. He 
established, also, a weck-day lecture 
inthe church ; and besides this, many 
of his parishioners were accustomed 
to come to his own house for pastoral 
instruction, 

In these exercises he appeared as 
the able, laborious, yet humble ser- 
vant of Christ and his church. His 
sermons were prepared with so much 
care, yet delivered in astyle so clear 
and plain, and with a voice so distinct 
and harmonious, that while they 
proved acceptable to the scholar, 
they were the delight of the pious 
cottaecr. They were characterized 
by sound argument conveyed in sim- 
ple, yet fluent, and impressive lan- 
guage ; and they possessed a force, 
which rivetted the attention and won 
the hearts of the hearers. His preach- 
ing was particularly directed to the 
consciences of his hearers. The 
“suaviter in modo” and the * fortiter 
in re’ were each happily exemplihed 
in his discourses. He _ possessed 
considerable powers of ind, and 
readily comprehended any subject 
to which his attention was direcied, 
Bat his chic) praise was, that ail his 
talents; all be was, and all he posses. 
sed; were consecrated lo the service 
of God. 
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and her language he understood in 
chat plain, obvious, and grammatical 
sense la which her ministers are en- 
jotwed to receive it. Ile was not 
under the necessity of resorting to 
any laboured scheme for reconcil- 
ing the doctrines of the church, as 
they appear in the Articles, Ilomi- 
lies, and Liturgy, to hig own sense 
of the Tloly Scriptures. Ife found 
an obvious and perfect agreement 
between the principles of these for- 
iitilarics and those of his Bible. He 
Was sincere in his attachment to our 
ecclesiastical establishment, and 
would have equally proiessed her 
creed whether she were endowed with 
wealth or oppressed by poverty. 

[fis disposition was most kind and 
amiable: it exened the affection of 
ail ike. knew hin. Tfis manner had 
a benevolence and suavity rarely met 
with, even among good men, which 
endearcd him to his parish, his fami- 
iy, and his friends, and rendered his 
intercourse with them peculiarly use- 
ful. 

iis publications were confined to 
two occasional sermons; one in fa- 
vour of the Society tor the Conver- 
ston of the Jews, and the other in 
favour of the Missionary Society, in 
whose objects he was particularly 
interested; but he has left behind 
hima work consisting of a scheme 
oi sermons designed for the younger 
clerey, part of which be had prepar- 

for the press. Should it be pub- 
lished, it will prove, 1 doubt not, a 
valuable present to those for whom 
it was composed, 

With excellentsense and an exten- 
sive knowledge of all subjects con- 
nected with his profession, Dr. Gil- 
bee manifested a gentie and conde- 
scending spirit, which tended to ex- 
cite general love and attachment. 
Tic took a lively interest in the con- 
cerns of bis friends, and his truly 
ae sympathy and friendly 


counsel 


‘ten materially contributed 
to reconecne them to their afflictions. 

Or. Giibee was a firm friend to 
the 2a;nish and Foreign Bible So- 
cicty. and much retoiced in witness- 
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ing the establishment of an Auxiliary 
Institution in the county of North. 
ampton in 1812, He justly consid- 
ered that Society as both a bright 
ornament and a powerful support of 
the cause of Religion and Beneyo. 
lence. He also believed it to be a 


pillar of the Established Church of 


England ; a blessing to all foreign 
nations, and the glory of our own, 
Under this impression, he united 
most cordially with that host of wise 
and good men of all ranks, who have 
so happily succeeded in promoting 
the formation of Bible Societies, 
throughout every pert of the British 
dominions. 

A highly valued friend of Dr. Gil. 
bee observes concerning him : “What 
he was as a preacher is well known. 
No man understood his subject bet- 
ter, or entered more heartily into the 
spirit of it. Efe was lucid and me. 
thodical on every subject he handled, 
Hlis style was classical, elegant, and 
simple ; his attitude and manner in 
the pulpit highly engaging. All he 
said came with great effect, because 
his own mind feltits influence. Those 
who heard him the oftenest were his 
greatest admirers, There was great 
variety in his preaching: he always 
had new matter; andthe Lord bles- 
sed his labours to a very considerable 
degrec. 

“The leading features of his cha- 
racicr were these: Ife had great 
compass of understanding ; his know- 
ledge was general. IJnnothing, per- 
haps, did he exce! so much as in Au- 
militye And ifever ] saw aman with- 
out guile, it was Earle Gilbee. Aind: 
ness and benevolence were the very 
temper of his mind. It was as his 
meat and drink to lessen human mis- 
ery and produce happiness. 
a true dover of ficace, and would make 
wily sacriice to malitain it. I never 
knew aman who was more dead to 
this world: perhaps he even erred 
in inattention to his earthly concerns. 
The circumstance in hts character 
which I chiefly lamented, was, that 
he lived too much in the shade. He 
was too fond of a retired iite. 
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‘¢ It would be unnecessary to add, 
shat he made one of the best parish 
priests, husbands, fathers, and 
friends.” 

After several years passed in the 
useful and honourable exercise of his 
ministry, tt atlength appeared to be 
the wili of his heavenly Father to 
remove him from the church mili- 
ant on earth to that triumphant in 
heaven. lor several months be- 
fore he died, he declined greatly in 
health, but still retained his usual 
flow of spirits, with an easy con- 
tented mind, under great bodily 
weakness, and sometimes under ex. 
cruciating pain. 

The following is an extract from 
aletter written by Dr. Gilbee in Au- 
gust last, fron Ramsgate, to a 
friend, the Rey. Mr. Newcatre :— 

“ After ali, my dear frieud, lile is 
hardly worth an anxious thought. 
Were it not for its inmate connec- 
tion With eternity, it would be a mere 
nonentity, adream, a shadow, a noth- 
ing. Thus as ministers we teach 
our people, and as ministers let us 
exempitly our own lessons 3 we shall 
then be solicitous not so much for 
our continuance in this world as for 
an honourable departure out of it. 
J thank God, that in the prospect of 
my removal, my chief regret is, that 
] have not served him better. On 
the other hand, in the prospect of tiv- 
ing a few more years, my chief ce- 
sire 1s to serve htm with more fideil- 
ty in the time to come. In that 
regret and in that desire I see my 
best evidences. Encouraved by 
them, Pecan quietly leave it with God 
to shorten my life or to lengthen it, 
to sweeten it or to ermbitter it, as 
seemeth to him good. 

“ You must not, however, sup- 
pose that I have no fears with re- 
card to death an) a judyment to 
come: on the contrary, [I am at 
tumes sharply exercised by them: 
but stil I would not be without 
tuem. QOur fears I consider as very 
unpleasant companions; but per- 
haps they are our best safe-guaids, 
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inasmuch as they excite us to 
prayer and watchfulness, discover 
to us curinsufficiency and nothing- 
less, and cause us to cling more 
stecfastly to the blessed hope set be- 
fore usin the Gosp=l. Such I ex- 
perience to be ihe blessed fruits ct 
fear; nor will i quarre] with the un- 
palatableness of (iis medicine, while 
it operates thus kindly. dl need not 
detail this argument further. The 
balance Letween life and death is 
easily struck by the Christian. The 
Apostle encloses it all im abutsbeil: 
Phil. i, 213; 6 For to me to live ts 
Christ, and to dieis gain. May ihe 
grace ol God enable us both to aitain 
to his experience in this poinel’ 

Ile ieiurned from Raimsyate to 
Barby in September, It was not 
long before an increase of aiatiuing 
symptoms began to appear, and uc 
Was evidently sin“ing iio lie Grave, 

The night belore this exceilent 
mah deparied, be sent ior a few ob 
his most jutimate ittends in the 
tuwn, jy order to Jeave with them 
his dying testimony. fe addressed 
them to the following purpose :— 

*] do net think it right to quit 
this world witaout leaving behind 
me my dying testimony, for the 
comfort of my people. I charge 
you. there: ore, toreli them trom me, 
that the triiths which I have preach. 
ed to them bear me up now above 
the fear cfdeath. My faith in Christ 
is without a cloud, and makes me 
happy in the prospect of death. 
The Gospel supports my soul; but 
I have to repent that I have not been 
more faithtul and zealous for the 
Lord. The religion of Jesus is so 
consoling to me, that it suppresses 
all doubts and fears. ‘* For me to 
live is Christ, and to die is) gain.’ 
Though my family at this time 
want a father’s care, yet with Christ 
] can confidently trust my soul, my 
flumily, and my people ; knowing 
that Infinite Wisdom cannot err. 

* Tell my people, that [ feel my- 
sclf a sinner,a penitent sinner, a sin- 
ner saved by Dtiyine grace; and 
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charge them to cleave to the Lord 
with full purpose of heart, and they 
wili find the b.essed effects of this in 
life, and the comfort of it in the pros- 
pect ot death Vell them to be root- 
ed and grounded in the truths of that 
Gospel waich I have declared unto 
them. Yes, tell them from me, 
their dying pastor; fromone who has 
aregard for thelr immortal interests; 
to waich and pray much, that their 
spiritual eneniles may not get the 
advantage over them. I entreat 
them to attend diligently on all the 
Means of prace, Walting upon God, 
that they be not moved from the 
hope of the Gospei; and Jet them 
not be ashained to declare to the 
world that they are on the Lord’s 
side. Let them acta faitofol part, 
that they may in their last moments 
say, from heart felt experience, 
* Lord, vow setlest thou thy servant 
depart in peace. for mine eyes have 
seen thy salvation,’ 

* Pell these ef them who have 
some thourhts of religion, not to 
put off such concerns to a future 
time, but to be in earnest now ; 
for time flecth fast away, and deoth 
is at their door, O bid them from 
me not to trie with their precious 
time, but to seek Christ with their 
whole hearts while be may be found. 
The work is most important; let 
them no longer halt between two 
opinions, but be decisive, seeing their 
eternal salvation depends upon it. 

* "Pell those of my parishoners 
who have made Hght of the truths 
which [ have preached, now to re- 
flect anc consider how many oppor- 
tunities they have lest, how many 
sermons they have heard with in- 
liiference, how many Sabbaths they 
have trifled away, and how much time 
they have squandered which can 
never be vecalied. O tell them, that 
it is my earnest prayer that the death 
of thetr minister may be the life of 
their souls. Assurethem., that I find 
the worid to be now what it has 
been to me for a long time, nothing 
more than a shadow,a vapour, a 
bubbie, a nothimee. Tell those who 
have treated ime and the iruths 
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which I have preached with scorn 
and contempt, that [ now solemnly 
declare my firm persuasion, in the 
prospect of my speedy dissolution, 
that nothing but faith in the cruci- 
fied Redeemer, anda full depen. 
dance on his mercy, can render a sin. 
ner acceptable in the sight of God.” 

‘The manner in which these words 
were delivered was truly affecting: 
the tears of affection flowed down 
his cheeks ; his eyes and hands were 
lifted up to Heaven, while he ear- 
nestly prayed for a blessing on his 
last efforts to benefit the people of 
his charge, by leaving with them 
his dying testimony to the truth of 
the Gospel. Fle seemed also greatly 
to rejoice in the prospect before him 
—in the anticipation of the glory on 
which he was soon to enter. 

On the nextday he sent for the 
Rev. Mr. Newcatre, who has given 
the following account of this hts last 
intervicwsina jetier toa friend :— 

‘ tle expressed great joy on sec- 
inz me, and clasped me In bis dying 
arms. Lfe suid he was very thank- 
ful to die in the bosom of his fami- 
ly ; that he would not turn overs 
straw to live, unless it were the wil! 
of God. ‘I know,’ said he, * whom 
I believe.” I wished him to spare 
his little strength ; but he was de- 
sirous rather of turning the short 
time yet left him to a good ac. 
count. ‘¢* I could wish,’ he said, § to 
have some of my people here. | 
could wish to preach Christ to them 
once more; but tell them how i 
die, and how I love them.’ He was 
so coliected, as to send his love to 
one whom be knew to be near and 
dear to me. He embraced Mrs. Gil- 
bee with great tenderness, express: 
ing his strong attachment to her, 
and his esteem for her worth. 

* When his strength failed him 
he grasped my hand, smiled, and 
bowed his head, to express that ail 
was wel], This he did tll he be- 


7. 


came quite Insensille. 

“ About six he left this world te 
enter on an eternal Sabbath, and to 
see Him whom his soul ioved.’’ 

Another friend, describing his last 
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moments, says,—“ THis conversation 
was thust Leavenly and interesting, 
ad bis mind most deeply impressed 
with the importance and glory of 
Divine things. He said, among 
other things, ‘If 1 were in the pulpit 
jow, how 1 should preach Christ to 
my people, and leave with them my 
dying testimony for Christ!’ He then 
culled on those wno were present, to 
join him in singing the hymn which 
begins, 
“Come ye that love the Lord, 
And let your joys be known,” 
He repeated the whole with great 
leeling, and soon after fell intoa kind 
of slumber, spoke no more, and de- 
parted without a sigh ora groan. 
‘His funeral was conducted i in the fol- 
owing manner :—LDetore the corpse 
walked two medical men, who had 
itended him; his attorney, and the 
oo wiio read the burial ser- 
. Sixcleryymen, as pall-bearers ; 
je widow and her cight chiidren ; 
and several of his nearest relations, 
jollowed as mourners, At the grate 
vefore his house the whole parish 
met the funeral train of their rever- 
ed minister. Every one who could 
at all afford it, had clothied himsell 
a black. “Phey thus followed hiin 
in regular and mouratul precession 
to the church, where an interesting 
and pathetic addre-s was made to the 
numerous hearers, by the Rev Mr. 
Newcatre. Weeping and sighing 
were heard from every part of the 
congregation. The cause was not 
trivial: Dr. Gilbee was no longer 
there. —-He died on Sunday, Ociober 
2, 1815, while his peopie were at 
purch. 
whe three last texts from which 
Dr. Gilbee preached were the foliow- 
int Poh “fam ia a strait 
DeEtWIXt two, having a desire to de- 
part, and to be with Christ, which is 
iar better.?’-~2 Tim. i. 10; * Who 
hath abolished death, and bath 
brought iife and immortality to light 
through the trospel.’——2 Tim. iv. |; 
Who shell tudge the quick ard the 
dead, at his appearing and bis king- 
dom.”? 
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CHRIST’S INVITATION TO THE WEARY 


Wuen we familiarly term our pre- 
sent state a “vale of tears,’? we do 
not properly mean, that cvery step 
in our pilgrimage to eternity Is 
wearisome and pelnful; but, that 
each individual bas a human share 
of suffering, ‘The most careless 
observers know, that some of their 
fellow-travellers are, for example, 
languishing under disease ; others 
distressed in mind; a third party op- 
pressed by indigence ; a fourth per- 
plexed by the cruelty of a relauon, 
or disheartened by the ingratitude 
of a friend; several ruined in their 
estates, and scverai in their reputa- 
tion; and that there are numbers 
who, though they have suffered none 
of these things specificaily, are yet 
disappointed and vexed by the world, 
apd, with many a biiter sigh, confess 
to themscives, that whatever cise they 
possess, tuey Lave not attained the 
happiness they once expected. In 
this sad and diserdered state of man- 
kind how welcome ougit to be the 
Invitation which Jesus Christ ad- 
dressed to the worid; Cone unto me, 
Nat labcu 
den, and L willgive you rest £ lt does 
not appear hat this was exclusively 
addressed to such as mourn for their 
sins, but generally to every person 
who feels himseif depressed and dis- 
quieted; to the man of affluence, and 
the map of fame. I Instance these 
characters, from a conviction that the 
first of them has not reached the suim- 
mit of the geelden cminence which 
his avarice keeps stedtastly in view ; 
nor that the latter is at all satished 
with che applause, which is the envy 
or boast of his flauerers und depen- 
dants. Couid we penetrate into 
their bosonis, we should cithersmile 
cr mourn at the contemplation of 
immortal creatures panting after an 
unkoown something. and burdened 
by feelings of disappointment and it- 
sulted vanity. Pie lite of an carthis- 
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his earthliness assume, is a life of 
discontent. He may not be conscious 
of this while engrossed by a favou- 
rite pursuit, and sustained by health 
and general success: but let him be 
surprised by sickness, or bya de- 
rangement of affairs once prospe- 
rous; let the career of his happiness 
be rudely arrested, and then the fee- 
bleness of his strength will discover 
itself; he too will be weary and heavy 
laden. Under these circumstances 
he will naturally attribute his inward 
distress to the secondary cause of it; 
when the real source is the earthly 
mind, which neither expected trou- 
ble, nor is able to endure it when in- 
flicted. Iam not here adverting to 
such afflictions as are permitted by 
God to come even upon his most 
faithful servants; but to such discui- 
ctude and dismay as a lover of the 
world brings upon himself by his 
very eagerness to possess the world. 
"There is an essential difference be. 
tween an unsought but heaven-coin- 
missioned affliction, and the perplexi- 
ty which is the natural fruit of hue 
man wishes. 

Leaving, however, this character 
for the present, let me turn to one 
of another description, to a humble 
penitent, whom I will suppose to 
have lived ina state of false security, 
indifferent concerning his eternal 
prospects, at case in his sins, ming- 
ling confidence with ignorance, and 
practical infidelity with self-righte- 
ousness. Atlength he begins tosus- 
pect the stability of his foundations, 
to inquire, whether he has not becn 
throughout deluded; and proceeds 
by the first gradations of alarm and 
conviction, to the great question, 
“ What must I do to be saved ?” This 
is the man who is weary and heavy 
Jaden. He locks back on his past 
life as a long course of mistake and 
rebellion ; he has no consolation in 
re-tracing a line never to be trod 
again ; his hours are gone, and gone 
for ever, or rather preceding him, to 
be witnesses of his folly at the day 
of judgement ; his conscience is luad- 
ed with the remembrance of a sloth- 


ful, wasted life, and regards itself 
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as all but inaccessible tothe impres. 
sions of the Hoiy Ghost. The time 
was, when his solicitude and anXtety 
centered in this word. but now they 
are transferred to eternity. Sing 
which once appeared to be venial 
crrors, or were never suffered to be- 
come matter of reflection at all, now 
hang as a depressing weight on his 
soul: forgotten follies are restored to 
his memory: he becomes his own 
judge, and his decisions are unrelent- 
ing. Ile regards a worldonce flattered 
and flattering, as his enemy and the 
destroyer of souls. Death also, and 
the reckoning to come, startle and 
alarm him; and the fear of what hes 
beyond that reckoning ts no longer 
dispelled by the society and example 
of the unthinking :— 


Those awful syllables, hell, death, and sin, 

Yhough whisper’d, plainly tell what works 
within ; 

His hours no longer pass unmark’d away, 

A dark importance saddens every day ; 

He hears the notice of the clock, perplex’d, 

And cries—perhaps eternity strikes next ! 

Hard task—for one who lately Knew no 
care, 

And harder still as learnt beneath despair 


All this, more or less, takes placc 
in the mind of him who is burdened 
by the discovery and the conviction 
of sin. Iltis not, indeed, safe to pre- 
scribe a certain course of inward dis- 
quietude or terror as an indispensa. 
ble evidence of repentance ; but tt 
would be treachery to the souls ot 


men to deny that a process either of 


serious uneasiness, or of actual ter- 
ror (1 do pot shrink from the use of 
a strong term.) bas been expericnecd 
by the majority of religious persons 
at the outset of the Christian Ife. 
Jesus Christ grounds his own eternal 
Gospel on the assumption that his 
followers feel such a degree cf gutl. 
ty anxiety, as causes them first to 
examine, and finally to embrace, 4 
doctrine suited to such an exigent 
case as theirsand tlicirs only. In fact, 
what isthe promise which he adds to 
his invitation ? I wll give you rest. 
To recur in this place to the cha- 
racter whom we left in a state ol 
mere worldly suffering, as distin- 
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guished from him who “ sorrows 
ater a godly manner,’’——the inquiry 
js, how Jesus Christ offers even to 
this Character repose and happiness. 
Jtis conceived, that the offer is made, 
inasmuch as there is no partiality, no 
exclusiveness, in the general invita. 
tions of the Gospel: “ Whosoever 
wil, let him take the water of life 
freely.” Bring, therefore, this disap- 
pomted, murmuring lover of the 
world to the cross, which, once 
seen, is death,’ net only “to every 
vice,” properly socalled, but to every 
emotion of discontent. He may, in- 
deed, ask, with the scorn and incre- 
dulity natural to an unsanctified 
heart, “ What will Christianity do 
fur me? Tell me specifically, what 
are the advantages which it will con. 
fer upon me 2’’--1 think the reply 
would be, “ Tt will give you the very 
thing you now want,—peace cf mind ; 
it will cnsure vou what you have 
been hitherto secking in vain —con- 
lentmeat; it will take a range beyond 
even this, for you shall repose your- 
selfon the hope of eternal glory ;— 
but, in whatever terms the conse- 
quence of your submission may be 
described, assure yourself that the 
Gospel brings what will quiet aud 
satisfy your restiess soul for ever; 
—pardop, resignation, hope, and 
fervid anticipations shall be yours on 
this side the grave: whatever may 
arise during the remainder of your 
earthly existence, there will ever be 
this to soothe and elevate your mind, 
that Jesus Christ is your guardian 
and friend, your confidence, and your 
exceeding great reward.” If this 
be not rest unto the soul of a worldly 
man, and distinct, so far, from the 
fuifilinent of the promise to a peui- 
tent, (though every worldly man, if 
saved, must be a penitent,) itis diffi. 
cult to ascertain how the invitation 
of Christ may be termed universal. 
I would now pass on to the more 
promising subject of this invitation ; 
hamely, the man of a broken spirit. 
This person, whatever be his anxiety 
or alarm, is convinced that some 
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thing must be done, fer all around is 
dark and threatening. [lis soliloquy 
is, * How must i obtain relief! As 
heaven and hell are before me, how 
can I escape tie one ; how can I as- 
pire to reach the other !’? Then, per- 
haps, sins long since committed, flash 
upon the conscience, and he may be 
ready to give upallas lost. Assume, 
however, that he is able calmly to 
inquire, by what mysterious means 
hrist can impart rest unto the soul 
of a creature so guilty, so abject as 
himself. If the inquiry were ad- 
dressed to me, 1 might answer, * You 
think your sins great, and great they 
certainly are, far viler than even your 
fears suppose them: but are youan 
exception to the universal offer of 
foryiveness? Is every mourner to be 
comioried but you? Did Jesus Christ 
endure the sharpness of death, the 
thorny crown, the scourge, the scorn, 
the cross itself, the curse and the 
punishment of sin, but not for you? 
Come, then, to Calvary, make a sur- 
render of your soul and body _ 
Hitm who is there lifted up. He wi 
teach you, by his word and Spirit, 
thut he is able to save fo the utternics? 
those that come unto God by him ; 
he wil! assure you, that his blood was 
shed to redeem you from the guilt 
und punishment of your iniquites ; 
he will reveal himself in all the ful- 
ness of his medtatorial Character, as 
a Ransomer, Deliverer, Saviour; as 
a Surety und a Piedge; and as hav- 
ing, by one offering, perfected for 
ever them that ure sanctified; and 
this shali be vest unto your soul?” 
We are all nearly and eternally 
interested in this great subject. [ 
know not that I could select an in- 
dividual, cither among my linmediate 
conhneciions, or among such persons 
as the accidents of vicinity or bust. 
ness bring under occasional observa- 
tlon, W hom I couid vot adduce as a 
living evidence of the general wea 
riness which characterizes this pre. 
sent world. An excepuon, Indeed, 
is to be made with regard to those 
who, through the infinite grace ard 
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mercy of Jesus Christ, repose their 
souls on the solid peace already in 
their possession, and on the glorious 
hopes of what is hereafter to be re- 
alized. Yet it is discernible, that 
whenever these persons make a devi- 
ation, not evident, perhaps, to the 
world at large, such deviation is fol- 


Jowed by a proportionate return of 


the weariness from which they still, 
in the main, have escaped. If an 
enlightened Christian is betrayed 
into any thing like sin, and wanders 
from the direct path of holiness, his 
peace must be deranged, because, in 
deserting Christ, he turns aside trom 
the source of all tranquillity ; and, 
instead of finding rest among the 
pleasures of sin, those delig hts are 
turned into vexation, remorse, and 
anguish. The yoke of sin icels hea- 
vier, much heavier, than it was in the 
days antecedent to his illumination, 
und the burden is more intolerable 
to be borne. 

Young people, to whom life is 
fresh, to whom “all that sparkles in 
the eve of hope” is as exhilarating 


as “all that pants in the bosom of 


suspicion”? is hateful, will indeed 
listen with incredulity to the assur- 
ance, that all do labour and endure 
this general weariness ; and they may 
probably urge the falseness or par- 
tiality of this doctrine, by citing their 
own gay feelings in evidence of the 
contrary. But I should not despair 
of convincing even thein (I will not 
say beyond the hour of conviction,) 
that “the whole creation groaneih 
and travaileth in pain together until 
now.’ Inexperienced as they are, 
the majority of them have not escap- 
ed some practical experience of the 


real nature of the present state of 


our existence, I would ask my 
young fellow-travellers, whether they 
have lost no parent, brother, sister, 
or companion? Have they never lan- 
wulshed under sickness, or sunk 


under the pressure of inferior dis- 
tresses and disappointments? Oh, 
yes! You also have sighed and wept, 
aud have hed, at least, @ minor’s 
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share in the general desolation of 
mankind. I sympathize with you, 
as with all sufferers beside; but | 
am not sure that, bad your earthly 


destinies been controlled by my Wish. | 


es, 1 would have permitted you to 
reach maturity without a sigh or q 
tear. A youth of uninterrupted gay. 
ety Is purchased at too costly a rate 
It furnishes no preparatory discipline 
for future days; and there 
heavenly wisdom in that popular 
philosophy, which teaches us not to 
‘destroy the paradise’ of young per. 
sons "td warning 
Eden must quickly be lost, or rather 
by the assurance that no paradise can 
be cpened in the wilds of this world 
but by the grace of God in Christ 
Jesus. The invitation of the Sa. 
viour of mankind to the weary knows 
no distinction of age; and is indeed 
peculiarly worthy of the acceptation 
ofimmortal creatures in the morning 
of life; when they are soon to ente 
the world; a period requiring deci- 
sion of conduct, and a spiritual har- 
dihood or inflexibility of soul. When 
they have once entered, the choice 
cannot be long suspended : and there 
is no neutral territory between the 
kingdoms of light and darkness. 

It micht be well tor young proba- 
tioners (whose minds are so far at least 
illuminated as to be able to discern 
the sanctifving effects of religion in 
some,and the entire absence of those 
effects in others,) to sciect, as akind 
of spiritual study, an example of irre- 
ligious old age. If ever compassion 
be calied to its fullest exercise, it 
must surely be summioncd to the con- 
templation of a man who is weary and 
heavy laden on the verge of the grave, 
with no bright prospects beyond it. 
Strange and melancholy as che ex- 
pression may appear—this man has 
lost both time and eternity! By 
his own contessions, complaints, end 
retrospective upbraidings, the pro- 
mises of the world have ended in 
disappointment; and by his insen- 
sibility, or silent alarnmis, he has se- 
cured no celestial reversion in the 
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jfe tocome. The sight of such an 
.ccumulation of ruin as this, might, 
for a moment, persuade even the 
libertine te forget his pleasures in 
sympathy or terror; and how much 
more may it strengthen the convic- 
Jjons, and awaken the exertions cf 
‘uose who view in this painful spec- 
acle the consequences of a wasicd 
day of grace! 

Although Jesus Christ intreduced 
his invitation by that awful address, 


[thanx thee,O Lather, Lord of heaven 


nd carth, because thou hast hid these 
“anna stiee the wise and prudent, it 
is yet very credible, that he went 

ars oe bas he wept over Jerusa- 
em, hen contemplating the cha- 
racters magi habits ci the wise and 
prudent sages of the world; and 
pes tecararey when he witnessed any 

ndividual among them who had 
reached hoary hairs In the prejudices 
of a Pharisee, or in the sensuality of 
the Sadducees ; In etther case weary 
and heavy laden, without hope, and 
veyond conviction, Not that old 
ave is universally impenetrable by 
Divine grace; for instances are to 
ve tound where the loiterers of a 
lone life have laboured in the vine- 
yard during the eleventh hour; but 
the examples are few, although nu- 
merous enough to forbid despair, 
and too rare to {latter indoience. 

I have frequently been struck, 
when attending at the Holy Com- 
munion, with the indirect commen- 
tary prefixed by the Church to the 
passage which forms the basis of 
the present paper :—Hear what com- 
furtable words our Saviour Christ 
saith unto all that truly turn to him ; 
“Come unto me’? &c, The pre- 
caution here is very sear chloe rien 
The invitation is termed com/foriadle ; 
but to such, and such only, as tarn, 
and ¢rudy turn,to Christ. It is thus, 


Pas it were, guarded from the touch 


of those who remain in an uncon- 
verted state. The exarnple ct the 
Reformers in confining an consola- 
tions of the Gospel to penitent and 
self. condemned souls calis ter our 
Midtation, . _ myself been dis- 
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tressed, and indeed confounded, by 
Witnessing the apparent seli-congra- 
tulation and confidence with which 
notoriously irreligious persons have 
appropriated encouraging and highly 
spiritual passages of Scripiure ; ; pus 
Sages, in truth, which many exalted 
believers have cither been too hum- 
bie to apply to themselves, or, when 
they have applied them, have received 
them as asclf-convicted traitor would 
receive favours from his sovereign. 
Tapneal to wny clergyman convet 
sant with the religious state of the 
majority of his parishiencrs, whether 
not been frequently embar- 
rassed and paimed by misapplication of 
the promises. The error indced is 
sulliciently natural; for we are all 
ready to come for the wages beiore we 
have done our work : we are expertin 
selecung what will bring pleasure at 
ho expense of suilering, and would 
waste the children’s portion at the 
table ct strangers, But the symme- 
try of the Gospel is not formed by 
human rules of proportion. If there 
are * excceding great and precious 
romises,” there ure also the threat- 
cuing “terrors of the Lord.” 
the Saviour will quickly assume the 
severe attributes of a Judge; and 
they who now slight or reject the 
cfer ot 


hie has 
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salvation, will liud no shelter 
in the unreal pcace which they ima- 
gine themselves to have derived 
from the consolations of the Scrip. 
ture,—no shelter trom * the wrath of 
the Lamb” in the day of his final ap- 
pearance ; ‘sand these shall go away 
into everlasting punishment: but ihe 
righteous into life eternal.” 
EPENETUS. 
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To the Editor of the Cliristian Observer. 


In casting a literé 
well stored treasury, ther 
this art e consideration ; ihat 
the donor may be peimiticd to con- 
ceal his ae and put any mark 
upon his offspring waich miay be 
the most amrecable to his own pareu- 
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are led to speak of themselves; 
because the worid is ever ready to 
ascribe to vanity, the offerings which 
the humble minded are anxious to 
devote to God. But the Christian, 
more especially if he be a minister 
of religion, cannot be silent, when 
the great Lord of the vineyard bles- 
ses hislabours. He loves to recount 
the mercics of Omnipotence. He 
asks no praise as the instrument in 
the band of God: his sole object is 
to magnify the name of the Lord. 

I have been led to make these 
preliminary observations, from a 
recollection, that so Jong ago as the 
month of March, 1812, a corres- 
pondent of yours, signing himself 
PHILALETHES, proposed — several 
qucsuons respecting the Sacrament 
of the Lord’s Supper; which ques- 
tions have not, |] think, received an 
answer. Your correspondent lament- 
ed the slow and unwilling move- 
ments of his flock towards that 
Holy Vable where the true believer 
receives the symbols of the body 
and blood of Christ, and, with them, 
an inwurd and spiritual grace to 
strengthen and refresh his soul. 
How, and in what manner, asks 
Philalethes, are the poor and igno- 
rant people in a parish to be per- 
suaded to come to the Lord’s Supper ? 
Hoping that some more experienced 
shepherd would have given the de- 
sired information to his inquiring 
brother, I] have been hitherto silent : 
nor will I now venture to advise ; 
but will merely state the plan which 
1 was led to adopt, some years ago, 
in a country villege, with the happy 
effects which have resulted from my 
unworthy labours. 

Entering upon the discharge of 
my Cierical funciions in a venerable 
parish church, where two or three 
were literally gathered together in 
God’s name; I shoriy gave notice 
that the Sacrament would be admi- 
nistered to all those who were seri- 
eusly and devoutly disposed, and 
in my sermon cndeavoured to en. 
force the expression used by cur 
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Reformers, who term it, the mos 
comfortable Sacrament of the body 
and biood of Christ. A very thin 
attendance marked the ignorance 
and religious indifference of the con- 
gregation. At this moment I felt 
exactly what Philalethes and many 
valuable pastors have pathetically 
lamented; but how to produce a 
change, was the great point ot in- 
quiry. The first step which I took 
Was, to Converse with the aged per- 
sons in my parish, judging that with 
many of them the shades of evening 
must be drawing towards that solemn 
hour ef night when the labourer can 
no longer work. A spirit of grateful 
inquiry was soon raised ;—several of 
these venerable travellers on the 
road of life resorted to my study; 
and there, with the Bible open be- 
fore us, we conversed upon the 
nature, the importance, and the 
privilege of attending the Sacrament 
of the Lord’s Supper. From this 
period our communicants gradually 
increased, They who atiended the 
holy ordinance found much spiritual 
comfort and refreshment: others who 
hesitated, on account of their unwor- 
thiness, could not be satisfied, until 
at length they were assured, that 
Christ, who died for the ungodly, 
would receive them. Ly prayer and 
self-examination, they gave them- 
selves toGod. Thus the good leaven 
diffused itelf; and from very few 
communicants, the Lord’s Table is 
now attended by sixty persons, who 
have made these Holy mysteries the 
subjects of prayer and much humble 
inquiry. 

In a country village, every step 
which is taken by a minister and his 
parishioners is soon known and pub- 
licly canvassed. The attendance of 
manhy persons at the Sacrament, their 
serious deportment, and careful man- 
ner of life, quickly became the sub- 
jects of conversation: and I should 
not, in justice to three valuable 
Societies, forget to mention, that I 
believe much good arose from the 
distribution of the fol owing books :— 
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ist, The pious country Parishioner 
instructed howto spend every Day in 
she Year; and Bishop Wilson on the 
tord’s Supper; sold by the Society 
or promoting Christian Knowledge, 

2dly, The Homihes, which were 
rad to the communicants every 
Thursday evenine, and then distribu- 
red amongst them, in single tracts ; 
with many Common-prayer Books, 
gyiained from the Prayer-book and 
Homily Society ; and, 

sdiy, Bibies and Testaments, pro- 
cured at a very moderate price, from 
the British and Voreign Bible So- 
ciety. 

It is inconceivable the good which 
may be effected by public explana. 
on and private reading. If, for in- 
stance, on the Sunday before the Sa- 
crrament, the minister preaches on 
‘hat holy ordinance, his sermon will, 
by the Divine blessing, do more than 
(ie same sermon preached on the sa- 
crament Sunday ; because a week Is 
civen to the awakened conscience to 
reflect and meditate upon the truths 
proclaimed by God’s ministering ser- 
vant. If again, on the evening, in 
the week before the Sacrament, the 
Exhortations in the Prayer-book are 
read and explained, with the account 
given by each evangelist of the insu. 
tution of the Sacrament ; taking oc- 
casionally St. Paul’s Ist Epis. to the 
Cor., cli. xi., where he delivers to his 
converts the instructions which the 
uimself had received :—If thus em- 
pioying our titne In necessary pre- 
paration we draw down the biessing 
of Ifiin who alone giveth wisdom to 
the simple, we sh all have reason to re- 
jol-e when we partake of a still more 
spimituat banquet In the kingdom of 
God. Conversing with these com- 
Iunticants, | have been curtous to 
know, how and by what means they 
were awakened to see the Importance 
cnd the duty of frequent communion. 
The result of my inquiry has — 
proved the truth of the Apostle’ 
words, ** that there are differences 
of administrations, but the same 
Lord.” One has simply told me, 


‘hata sermon led him to consider his 
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ways, and to turn to God; another, 
that the private perusal of a book on 
the Sacrament brought bim to the 
Lord’s Table ; a third, that bis faith 
came by hearing the conversation of 
his pious neighbours. Many attri- 
buted their serious impressions lo ad- 
vice received in time of sickness ; 
whilst one young person, who is now 
a constant communicant, dated her 
serious Impressions trom the day on 
which she took upon herself, in con- 
lirmation, the vows and promises 
which had been made for her at her 
baptism. 

Sensible that every good and per- 
fect gift cometh down from the Tu. 
ther of lights, with whom there is no 
variableness, neither shadow of turn- 
ing; and that God, who giveth grace 
to his ministering servants, can ‘alone 
pardon their manifold imperfections, 
and accept their Unwovthy labours, 
for the sake of the Great High 
Priest of our profession ; and wishing 
to ascribe all praise to God, 

I remain, &c. 
RP. Ss. 





FAMILY SERMONS. No. LXII. 
Matt. xuli. 3. Behold, a sower went 
Jorth to sow; and when he sowed, 
some seeds fel by the way side, and 
the fowls came and devoured thein 
u/fi. 
In this parable, our Lord represents 
the effect which the preaching of his 
Word would have on several different 
kinds of hearers ; whom he compares 
to several different kinds of soil, in 
which seed is sown. ‘The first kind 
of hearers are those whom he com- 
pures to the way-side or road; that 
is to say, those careless hearers on 
whom the Word of God makes no 
more impressign than seed would do 
on hard road, which, not being broken 
by the plough, would afford no lodg- 
ment to the seed scattered upon it; 
and therefore, the fowls of the air, 


would soon come and devour it. Of 


this class of hearers there ave some in 
every assembly, who, either from 
habit or a regard to character, con. 
tinue to come to the house of God ; 
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but who come entirely unprepared, 
and go away neither afiected nor im- 
proved, During the time of prayer, 

even if they join in the responses, 
their theughts are wholly occupied 
by other subjects. They have no real 
devotion; they are affected by no 
ontrition for sin, and no desire of 
grace; they oOifer up no heartfelt 
praises to God. During the sermon 
they either do rot attend at all, or 
they attend to cavil: they seek no 
improvement; they apply nothing 
to thelr owh heart; they are not im- 
duced, by wihiat they hear, to alter 
apy part of their conduct or to put 
up one earnest praver te God for 
his grace, ‘Vith respect to spiritual 
life, they are absolutely dead, and so 
little do they see the arr or 
the excellence of real religion, that 
they hate or despise even the proles- 
sion of it. They frequently doubt 
whether there ve any U uth In Reye- 
Jation at all. 
there be a future state, it will be 
Olly a state of greater happiness 
than this lite; and that all shall be 
admitted into it, except, perhaps, a 
very few whose vices and crimes 
have been the most destructive to 
society. They think that religion, 
when carried to excess, (and every 
thing is excess, in their opinion, 
which influences the conduct,) 1s 
ove of the greatest evils, and that 
the profession of it is the result 
either of hypocrisy or folly. They 
keep themse!ves therefore far enough 
{rom it, and plainly shew, that they 
esteem nothing desirabje but the 
eratfication of thelr carnal appe- 
lites, and the enjoyment of such a 
health, riches, and plea- 
sure, as they can procure. With 
such principies it Is not to be won- 
red at, i they remain unaffected 
i ‘the most awitul declarations, the 
most tender eptreatie s, the most for- 
Cible arguments. What disadvan- 
tares do not th 
pel labour 
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omiunisters ofthe Gos- 
when they ad- 
scarcely ever can they 
obtain an attentive hearing ; and if 
they do, they speak only to preju- 
ciced minds, cmp.oved at the very 


uncer, 


They imagine, that if 


time in cavilling against what they 
say, and reviling what they cannot 
confute. Yet it 1s the duty of 
ministers to address them, to warp 
them,and to endeavour to persuade 
them; and in compliance with this 
duty, IT would now reason with 
them, under the hope that the Spirit 
of God may bless his truth to some 

who have hitherto been too thougist. 
iess, aud too much engaged with 
cther things to attend to it. 

Pemmit me, then, In the firs: 
place, to ask, whether your present 
concuct and views have been pro. 
cuced by mature reflection! You 
have. I doubt net, some arguments 
to jt ist ify your cenduct, But this is 
not enouch ; have you taken pains 
to free your mind trom prejudice | 
liave you given due weight to argu 
ments on the other side’ Have you 
serious!y read the books which 
have beea wr item against those 
principles which you adopt, and 
that conduct which you pursue: 
Tiave you conversed with such reli- 
gious persons as you had access to, 
candidly stated your objections, and 
inguired of them a reason for the 
hope that was in them! ‘(ill you 
have done this, you have not acted 
fairly, nor can you justify, even to 
your own conscience, the part you 
take. 

It is a melancholy instance oj 
the depravity of our nature, that so 
many are willing to embrace it- 
religious principles upon grounds 
which, on any other subject, they 
would think altogether insufficient. 
Were some objections to occur to 
us against the philosophy of New- 
ton, many parts of which may ap- 
pear cbatruse and some strange, if 
not contrary to the testimony of 
our — yet we should not think 
th cuflicient to make us immedi- 
oa reject it as erroneous: should 
we not rather di “YT do not yet sul- 
ficientiy understand it? ‘There may 
be answers to the ob jections of which 
I am net aware. The difficultes, 
I fecl, may be entirely owing to 
my own ignorance of the su jcct. 
Men, eminent for their Icarnings 
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heir abilities, and their judgment, 

ve embraced the philosophy of 
Newton, after the closest study, and 
ue most careful inquiry. “ihese 
gifieuites must have occurred to 
thom as Well as to myself; but they 
have not been sufficient to shake 
thele belief init. I will theretore 
suspend my judgment, and take 
pains to undersiand it thoroughly, 
yefore 1 determine upon it.” Thus 
men act about other things; but with 


A Curisuanity they pursue a different 


course. ‘The weakest and most ab- 
curd arguments against it, such as 
re the first tc offer themselves to 
‘he most shallow capacities, are 
hastily adopted, and, without exa- 
mination, obstinately retained. Per- 
sobs Who are very youbs, mere chil- 
dren in knowledge, and whose pro- 
fession and habits of liic bave dis- 
qualified them from much informa- 
lon or much attention to such sub- 
jectS, pass sentence oi the truths of 
the Gospel with a degree of conli- 
dence and presumpuc Nn that is asto- 
nishing. It does not check tiem, 
that persons of the greatest talents, 
of the most profound learning, and 
the soundest judgment, have, after 
the closest inquiry, embraced the 
truths of the Gospel; nay, many of 
them, after they once had been of a 
contrary opinion. Surely some cre. 
dit ought to be riven to such in- 
stances as these. Surely a religion, 
which, uninjured, has stood the as- 
sauits of infidels, and ibe storms of 
persecution, for eighteen centuries, 
and which t every age has been 
alton and tbe hoes of some 
of the wisest of mankind, cugiat not 
to be rejected so lightly; nor to be 
condemued, without a very serious 
attention to the evidence which may 
in its favout 
Permit me to put the quest Lon to 
vou seriousiy, What if the Gospel 
should be true?’ What if it should 
be found at last that Jesus Christ 
Was indeed the Son of God, sent by 
Him to be the Tastructer of 
worid, and the Saviour ef all w 
truly believe In him? Suppose “*4 


a , 
be vGvanced 


were an impostor: the real Cisistian 
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has lost nothing: for if there be a 
future state, Ae cannot be miserable 
in it. #fe must be acceptable to 
God who has endeavoured to serve 
him faithfully, even though he 
should have bcen mistaken in this 
peint. But if the Gospel be true, 
what will be the fate of those who 
have rejected his word, and refused 


to have Christ reign over them. 
Here the event is fetal. It is a loss 
which is not tobe remedied. It is 


a ruin for which nothing can make 
amends. Here therefore is a risk 
which in the fullest sense of the 
word is infinite. And shall a man 
run this aisk for nothing? For 
what does he gain by it even in this 
world? Not more reai bh appiness 
or honeur. Not, indeed, any hap- 
curation—not the 
e of a single mo- 
often the ruin of his 
peice, discasc, and carly death. 
‘uis would be infinite feilvy, even 
if it were much more probable than 
it is, that Revelation were untrue. 
But when we take the other side, 
and consider the miracles which have 
attested the truth of the Gospel ; - the 

probability that a revelation would 
be given us by that gracious God 
who gave us our being ; the reason- 
ableness of the Gospel, its excellent 
tendency, and the innumerable in- 
ternal proofs which it bears of being 
given by God, and the we onderful 
accumuiation of external evidence 
in its favour; here indeed we are 
at a loss to find terms strong enough 
to express the folly of those who 
slight and despise the ck ilins of Chris. 
tianity. 

2. But even if Christianity were 
not true, yet does not your own 
conscience bear witness against you, 
that vour conduct is sinful? Do you 
not do things which you must 
agmit to be wrong, and do you not 
omit duties which you know you 
ought io perform’ You know, for 
instance, that there 1s a God who 
mede vou. Is it not, then, undeni- 
sble, that it should be your first 
duiv to fulfil his willf Even the 
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son, could discover, that if there 
were a God, he must deligitin good- 
ness. Are you not bound to worship 
him in sincerity and truth; to resist 
ali your evil tempers and affections ; 
to take the utmost pains to find out 
what conduct Is pleasing to him; and 
having discovered it, to pursue that 
conduct invariably ? But you do not 
dothis. You are living without God 
in the world. You do not glorify 
him as God. You bow not the knee 
tohim in secret with just reverence 
of his power, and gratitude for his 
goodness. You do not take any seri- 
ous pains to know his will; nor are 
you, led by regard to him, to abstain 
irom the practices which you must 
know are displeasing to him. You 
do not cven act up to the light of 
nature. You give no earnest hced 
to the things which reason as well as 
Revelation points out to you to be 
due to God. In short, you are living 
io yourself as much as you can, and 
are destitute of any real desire to 
please or glorify your Creator. 

3. Suffer me also to urge upon your 
consideration the excellent tendency 
of that religion to the claims of 
which you have turned a deaf ear, 
You see almost every day instances 
of the fatal effects of unrestrained 
passions and appetites. More than 
half the misery which mankind suf- 
fer, tukes Its rise from that very in- 
dulgence of them to which you look 
for happiness, and for restraining 
which you dislike religion. What 
multitudes by violating the laws of 
chastity are brought to misery, re- 
proach, and ruin, perhaps to an early 
and infamous death! What numbers 
are sacrificed, ere they have lived 
out half their davs, to excessive 
drinking ; their faculties, their for- 
tunes, their families ruined by it! 
How many are drawn: by their pride, 
and their love of luxury and dissipa- 
tion, to commit the most dishonest 
actions in erder to obtain money! 
What numbers, infatuated by the 
love of gumtng, destroy at once the 
fruits of long industry, and are either 
ruined themselses, or live by the 
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rnin of others! What melancholy 
instances do we behold of the dread. 
ful effects of revenge, jealousy, oy 
malice! How co they prey upon the 


breast which nourishes then, ag | 


well as produce misery to the un. 
happy objects of their hatred! Think, 
also, of the crimes which swell the 
Calendar of Newgate, and which 
during the last year spread terror 
and consternation through the jand. 
Unrestrained passions are the real 
evils of mankind. These are a per. 
petual torment. Many natural evils 
soon end, or become more easy to 
bear: but these continue and in- 
creasc, and propagate misery 5 Uiey 
poison the very sources of pleasure, 
and render calamity more painful. 
‘These are the true enemies of man- 
kind, which produce discontent and 
anguish of mind anda broken heart. 
These are what lead to the perpetra- 
tion of the greatest crimes. ‘The act 
of dishonesty, theft, or murder, for 
which the felon is executed, has its 
origin In some passion, perhaps pilde 
or the love of luxury, which has not 
been restrained. Now what effectu- 
al remedy can we use egainst the 
too-powerful influence of such pas- 
sions?’ The gibbet may restrain 
them by lis terrors, but has no ten- 
dency to cure them. But the Gos- 
pel has. It is the very remedy 
which God has provided. It points 
out their evil; it implants holy prin- 
ciples, which serve to restrain and 
regulate them, and to give them 
an entirely new direction. AI] men 
wishto set bounds to the passions, 
especially of others, when they 
transeress the bounds of order and 
become injurious to society; but, 
alas! it is not seen that the only 
way to do this effectually Is to attack 
them in their principles, to apply 
the axe to the root of their self-love, 
vanity, pride, worldly mindedness, 
and to implant in their room the 
fear and love of God. Now this is 
to be effected only by the Gospel; 
and, even if you should be regard- 
less of the guilt and the crimes 
which the want of religion produces 
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in the world, at least compassion 
for Woe miseries which mankind en. 
jure Suould induce you to spare to 
them the only consolation which Is 
jeft to many under affiiction. With- 
out (he support of religion, what can 
those do who have lost ail that was 
jear to them in this life? And they 
who.are in this situation are not a 
jew 3 bor can any say that he him- 
self may not soon be placed in it. 


a (low cxquisite is the misery of the 


husband, who has lost the partner of 
his happiness! HfLow desolate the 
state of the widow, who has been 
yereaved of the stay and support of 
ier life! Still more deserving of 
nur pity are those whose hearts are 
yroken by the perfidy, cruelty, op- 
pression, ot fraud, perhaps, of those 
very persons on whom nature cr 
fection had taught them to depend. 
What multitudes, also, are suffering 
under the torment of painful disor- 
Jers,or languishing under some slow 
Wisease, against which they are 
struggling in vain, and which is ag- 
eravated by seeing, perhaps, an in- 
lant family left destitute of support 
vy their death! How many are 
striving in vain to extricate them- 
selves from embarrassed circum- 
stances, and enduring the most pain- 
‘ul feelings, while every pleasing 
hope of competence vanishes, and 
‘caves them a prey to poverty and 
dejyection, perhaps despair! Now 
where can these unhappy sufferers 
look for comfort? You have derided 
religion as imposture or enthusiasm ; 
you have encouraged them, perhaps, 
to deride it too. What, then,will you 
how say to comfort them? Relieve 
them you cannot; and will it con. 
sole them to say that they must en- 
dure what they cannot help? Ah! 
see now, how that Gospel, to which 
you have given so little heed, might 
ve to them an unfailing spring of con- 
solation! (Tad they been accustomed 
to cail God their Father and Friend, 
‘0 look up to him witha hope full 
of immortality, to hold communion 
with a Saviour, and to rejoice in his 
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things temporal, but to things eter- 
nal; then they would not sorrow 
without hope. They would cleave 
to their God, and find a refuge in 
his mercy and love. The whole 
prospect before them would not be 
dark and gloomy; but beyond the 
cloud they would perceive the 
shining light which would inspire 
them with the hope of soon enjoy- 
ing a brighter day. They would 
then bear with a resignation and a 
composure of mind evils which else 
would be intolerable, and enjoy in. 
tervals of sweet peace, and hope, and 
consolation which would overbalance 
their sufferings—Little do those 
parents think, who are training up 
their children not only without reli- 
cton but with prejudices against 
it, how truly they are training them 
up to bring upon themselves misery, 
to endure it keenly, and to suffer it 
Without hope. Little do those 
young persons think, who, like the 
Way-side heerers, pay no attention 
to the truths of the Gospel; whe es- 
teem attendance upon the worship 
of God a burden, and religion a 
eloomy thing, the enemy of their 
happiness ; little do they think how 
fatally they are ensuring misery to 
themselves. It is impossible that 
God the gracious Tather of man- 
kind could have ordained a service 
which would not be for the advan- 
tage of his creatures. It is impos- 
sible that the love and fear of God 
can have any effect but what is be- 
neficial tothe world. Be persuaded 
of this. Listen to the law of God. 
Understand the infinite value of the 
knowledge of Christ as an armour to 
defend you in this evil world. Un- 
happiness must be in your ways. not 
less from the nature of things, than 
from the righteous judgments of 
God, while you continue to believe 
the suggestions of the evil one, No 
other fruit than this can you reap 
from refusing to receive into your 
hearts the Son of God, who hath 
said, “Come unto me, all ye that 
Jabour and are heavy Jaden, and t 
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£0 Hint to the younger Members of our Unive 


Should you be inclined, from what 
has been said, to be amore attentive 
hearer of the Word of God, let me 
then give you a few words of advice. 

Be upon your guard against being 
Offended cither by the faults of pers 
sous making a profession ol reli- 
gion, or by what may appear to you 
their absurdities. Religion itself 1s 
ihe same thing whatever be the 
faults or mistakes of those who pro- 
fess it. Let it be your business to 
be earnest in prayer to God, that he 
would direct you, that he would 
bestow on vou his Holy Spirit to 
enable you to walk uprightly before 
him. Search the Scriptures under 
the guidance of this Spirit, that you 
may know the will of God; ana 
vhat you find commanded there, 
endeavour in the strength of Divine 
Grace to perform. Examine also 
your own heart ; see that you are not 
resting ina form of go diiness with- 
out the power of it. Seek to be con- 
formed to the Divine Will: encour- 
ave a tenderness of conscience, and 
pray to be animated with a pure de. 
sire to glorify God. 

Such means, steadily persisted in, 
will not fail, under the Divine bles- 
sing, to lead to such a knowledge of 
your own hearts as wiil endear to 
you the love and grace of your suf- 
fering Redeemer. They will shew 
the necessity of faith in him as the 
medium of pardon and the source of 
hope. ‘They will explain difficul- 
tics better than any commentator ; 
and by the gracious appointment of 
Him who is the sole Author and 
Finisher of our salvation, they will 
be instrumental in carrying on the 
work of his grace until your souls 
are renewed in his image, and filled 
with abiding and abounding love and 
peace and joy inthe Holy Ghost. 
Amen. 

To ti Elicor of the Christian Observer. 
In Petelp your number for the last 
month, L was much pleased with 
the excellent letter by Rusticus,on 
“the crowing Lixpensiveness of a 
ication, and I sincerely 


{" +1 e. 
, (> ° 
~ Osi a ba 


rsilies. [Feb, 


Wish that his sensible remarks may 
have the good effect desired; but 
I cannot refrain from expressing to 
you, that I think the subject may 
be still further pursued, and that 
it may be viewed in another and 
more important light. Rusticus 
gives full credit to the uncer-gradu- 
ates of Cambridge, for amiability ot 
disposition; nor does he wish * for 
a moment to be understood as im- 
pes aching the general exceilency of 
their character : :’? onthe contrary, he 

isan admirer of their zeal and piety: 
and yet, such were their entertain- 
ments, and such their conversation 
at tuble, that he confesses he was 
glad when “ the time oi his cepar- 
ture arrived.” I will not waste the 
time of your readers, by arguing, 
that itis absoluteiy necessary for a 
minister of the 4s himselt to 
possess that heavenly treasure which 
he offers to uthers ; but I would ask 
you, sir,when we canine the sacred 
calling for which these younger 
members of the University are de- 
signed, are not some of the practices 
mentioned by Rusticus very repre- 
hensible, on a ground of still greater 
importance than the injury their 
fortunes imay sustain? The solemn 
season of their ordination 1s ap- 
proachine, when they wili have to 
profess themselyv fares Seta od by the 
Eternal Spirit, to take the office of 
the priesthood; from which time 
they will have to preach to others, 
“ the unsearchable riches of Christ.” 
It will tien become them to “ know 
nothing,’’ comparatively, “but Jesus 
Christ, and him crucified.” = It will 
be their business to be “ crucified to 
the world,” and fer * the world to 
be crucified’? to them. It will be- 
long to them to practise, as weil as 
to green the self-denying doctrines 
and duties of our holy religion.— 
Who is suilicient for these things ! 
Wili frequent or regular “ wine and 
dinner partics 3’? will the ability to 
treat of the “ respective exccliences 
of aie Sherry, and Madeira 37’ will 
“elegant furniture and dress 
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nished cellar, long bills for fruit and 
porse-hire,’’ and even “bills unpaid,” 
for ‘hat is hinted at by Rusticus) ; 
will these things qualify a student for 
the sacred employment of the minis- 
ry? Or will they not have the most 
direct tendency to destroy the good 
seed’? sown in the heart; to unfit the 
mind for devotional exercises, and to 
create a distaste for the ministerial 
duties ! 

The has been often lamented, that 
yithout waitin to witness the cispo- 
sition of mind, without re evarding Low 
far the requisites to form airue mi- 
nister of the Gospel of Christ may or 
miay not be possessed, young men 
are so frequently designed by parents 
snd guardians for * the Church os 
though it were, like other projessions, 
t9 be entered at pleasure, and only 
considered as a mean of livelihood ! 
It has often, too, been lamented, that 
while at college, those who are in- 
ended for the ministry do not re- 


4 


ceive, exclusively and separate from 
others, an education peculiarly fitting 
them for their sacred profession. In- 
deed, from the first moment of a boy’s 
being dedicated to the Church, I 
cannot but think it a great desidera. 
tum, that throughout the whole of his 
education, his future calling should 
never be lost sight ef; and if Iam 
so happy as to accord in sentiment 
with you, I should rejeice to see, at 
your recommendation, Many of our 
exccilent Clergy opening seminaries, 
expressly for the fiurfose eof edu catinge 
youths, previous to their admission 
ai college, who are designed one day 
to fill the pulpits in our venerable 
establishment. Itis thus, I think, 
that the desirable purposes and wish- 
es ol Rusticus, will be best fulfilled, 
and “the Lstablishment” be pre- 
vented from losing “many valuable 
servants.” 
Iam, &e. 
E. 
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Yo the Elitor of the Chri-tian Obserrer. 


it can reflect no peculiar credit on 
a single obscure individual, to echo 
the universal sentiment of praise and 

idmiration which, I doubt not, has 
bug's since burst from all your read- 
ers on the perusal oi your invaluable 
papers upon the subject of Educa- 
tion. & esteem it a very high enco- 
mium to say, what I nevertheless 


nelieve to be true, that the pages of 


the Christian Observer have acquired 
'resh interest, and a new lustre, in 
the eyes of all well-judging men, 
from the pen of your excellent and 


able correspondent, the author of 


those papers. Ile has entitled you, 


Mr. Editor, to the attention of peste- 

rity, in anewanda two-fold light. 

On their respect, indeed, I always 

considered you as Jaying a justclaim ; 

and to that your correspondent has 

now added the most unquestioned 
Christ, Observ. No. 146, 


and interesting right to their grati- 
tude und esteem. His profound 
knowledge and actual experience on 
the important subject of the educa- 


tion of youth ; his enlarged views of 


those general principles on which 
alone it can be prope rly conducted ; 

his easy arrangement of complicate d 
matter, and the apt perspicuity of his 
style, must be points familiar to the 
observation of his most ordinary 
readers: and forthe benefit already 
derived from labours, of which I 
would fain, as yet, not see the con- 

clusion, asa humble individual some- 

what insoneeed in the subject, I de- 
sire to render your correspondent 
my most untei¢ned thanks. 

With these truly unaffected senti- 
meits of respect and gratitude to the 
writer of the papers in question, I 
hope it may not be deemed incon. 
sistent to express my dissent on the 
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subject of one single epinion advan- 
ced in them; as oplaion, I own, of 
considerable importance and on which 
i should be happy toinvne a 
discussion in your pages, far more 
satisfactory than any which my bum. 
ble pen cans hope to compass. The 
opinion Lf ailude to Is that given in 
your Number for November last, p. 
70',on the subject of EMULATION, 
I am conscious thatat the very men- 
tion of the word kinulation, a thou- 
sand feelings will start Into the 
breasts of your readers, perhaps as 


most 


Various and discordant as the ideas 
usually efixed to thatname. Should 


I boldly at once aver my intention of 
defes the principle, I scarcely 
dare open my eyes or my recollection 
to the vast host that cometh out 
against me in such a cause. The 
names of Mr. Law, Mr. Gisborne, 
Mr. Wilbertorce, would, even with- 
out any further search, be sufficient 
io strike dumb the bravest disputant ; 
and when to their verdict Iadd the 
peremptory denunciation of your 
al me correspondent already referred 

, LT can be proud of nothing but my 
Ss ceenliness in making such an 
attempt. Suca, therefore, us it May 
be, I desire to implicate no one with 
me inthe «barge of temerity. Most 
distinctly [trust you will assure your 
readers Sir. Editor, that you are not 
person sally responsible for sentiments 
broached in your pages with the evi- 
dent view, not of setiiing, but investi- 
gating the truth. Of your corres- 
pondent [ will only ask the candid 
attention which he is so wellinstruct- 
ed how to pay to suggestions even 
in theirs most youthful and unripe 
forms; together with the permission, 
on my part, without defining very 
accurately what we mean by emula- 
tion in the first instance, rather to 
take his own statement of the whele 
subject, and to enter at once upon 
some dificuiues in his system which 
have struck my mind very forcibly, 
upon Viewing it simply as it stands. 

In the first place then, sir, ther 
are two thundering consequences 
which must 


7 
Cine 


hecessarily present 


(Feb, 


themselves to the attentive mind 
from the position of your corres. 
pondent. The first is, that a prin- 
ciple—not a modification of one, 
but an actual principle—exists in 
the mind, owing its creation to some 
other power than God, and to be 
absolutely eradicated and annihilated 
by his grace. That sucha principle 
as the love of eminence, the love of 
excellence—call it the love of ex. 
ceiling others, of rising superior to 
others—exists in the mind, and is a 
distinct feeling or affection of it as 
different from others as the princi- 
ple of fear, for instance, is from that 
of hope, can admit of no question, 
It is nota mere modification of other 
principles; it 1s a principle itself, 
and has an independent exercise 
sufficiently discernible and peculiar 
to itself. Now it is not necessary 
to inquire how far the evil power 
has the means of creation in_ his 
hands. It is conceivable at least 
that he has not ; and that to create 
an evil principle in the mind, would 
be as far beyond his allewed limits 
of mischief, as to create for the pur- 
poses of evil, a solid particle of 
matter. But 


hinge here. The point of fact would 


be generally conceded, and I appre- | 
incontrovertlbly true, | 
that no principle has been so engen- | 
nthe mind of man, and that | 


hend to be 


dered 1 
our lamentable and hereditary taint 


consists entirely in the perversion, | 
the excess, or the misuse of princi- | 


ples pre-existing in the mind, and 
is to be cured, not by their expul- 
sion, but their regulation. What! 


regulate robbery, murder, and adul- | 


tery?’ I think I hear your corres- 
pondent exclaiming. Yes, lanswer: 
regulate, not those individual exer- 
cises of the passions which are but 
their «abuse, their deformity, and 


their adaptation to the standard of | 
darkness; but regulate the princi: _ 


pies, the divinely-created, necessary, 


und still perfectible principles, from ‘ 


whence those actions, through per: 
version, proceed. Regulate these, 
and you will change their offspring. 


ihe question does not | 
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And then, in the place of those shock- 
ing deformities before mentioned, 
you may perchance discover the most 
beneficial results arising from the 
very same, though differently modi- 
fied, Causes; and those principles, 
which, in their abuse, engendered rob. 
bery, murder, and adultery, may, In 
their proper and healthy exercise, 
prove respectively the self-preserving 
principle by which the admirable ma- 
chine of man invariably tends to. 
wards its own continuance ; the indig- 
nant principle, which, in the breast 
of the regenerate, hates iniquity with 
a perfect hatred; the social and do- 
mestic principle which e@laddens the 
lace of nature, and crowns all climes 
with the beauty of successively rising 
eelerations. 





Tieaven its wonted face resumes, 
And with fresh flow’ret hill and valley 
smiles. 


It is not the place, at present, to say, 
how any given passion, such as hatred 
or love, maybe regulated and refined 
and sancufied In its exercise, any 
more than to shew how the parent- 
principle of a devilish ambition may 
be converted into an honest emula- 
tion. Thishereafter. Itis only new 
to be asked your correspondent, 
whether he 1s ready to discard any 
one known and connatural principle 
olf the mind wholly frem use, because 
ithas been abused ; whether emula- 
tion, in some shape or other, be not 
such a principle ; and whether, there- 
force, he is prepared to meet a conse. 
quence for which he will find no par- 
allel, by forbidding every exercise of 
this one affection of the mind, which, 
if originally created there by God, 
would seer, as such, no less capable 
of a beneficial modification than 
others? The apparent total pro- 
scription of this principle in Scrip- 
ture will come better under discus- 
sion when we speak of its different 
varietics. 

The next ill-favoured consequence 


Bvhich meets us from the position of 
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your correspondent, is the radical er- 
ror which it charges upen all man- 
kind, and even the most virtucus and 
best judging amongst them ; nay, the 
actual guilt in which it necessarily 
involves almost every system, both 
theoretical and practical, which has 
ever been devised or executed forthe 
improvementofthe race. Ofcourse, 
we give up the whole hesthen world 
atastroke, Soame Jenyns hus proved 
their primary virtue, patriotisni, per- 
haps one of the fairest public fruits 
of emulation, of no account in the 
Christian scale. And Cicero, the 
most attractive and unexceptionable 
specimen amongst them of the cflects 
of emulation in the individual cia- 
racter, perhaps we must allow, holds 
scarcely an inch of ground in com- 
mon withthe Christian moralist. But 
turn to the world of Christians, and 
the matter is scarcely mended, Al- 
most all the excellence, whether in- 
telicctual or, we might even suy. mo- 
ral, which has been attained amongst 
Christians, is, in a great majority of 
instances, to be traced to the source 
of emulation. We do not say from 
whatit ought to have arisen, or how 
far the latter species of excellence, if 
so derived, should be called immoral, 
or not; but such, in point of fact, has 
been the derivation.—-Let reason 
judge, where, but for this almost uni- 
versal principle of action, would have 
been our statesmen, our philoso» 
phers, our metaphysicians, our poets, 
and even ourdivines, What person, 
at all acquainted with the nature and 
the mixture of human motives, will 
not, in point of fact, attribute, at Icast 
in part, to the operation of this princi- 
ple the labours ofa Baxter as wellasa 
Clarke, a Henry as well as a Grotius, 
an Austin as well as an Erasmus, a 
Chrysostom as well as an Origen. 
Call it mixture, or call it alloy, can 
any one, convcrsantin human nature, 
doubt the presence of something like 
the principle of emulation In the pro. 
duction, we may say, of almost all 
those immortal labours which grace 
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the names above-mentioned ? The 
principle, in as far as it exists at all, 
we question not to be precisely analo- 
rous to the feeling which your cor- 
respondent condemns in children. 
And the same condemnation which 
he bestows in one case, must as 
strictly and universally hoid in the 
other. Noristhe depth of the con- 
denination less formidable than the 
extent of it. It would prove, upon 
every onc of those venerable names 
Just mentioned, as well as upon al- 
most all that on any other account 
are handed down in the page of his- 
tory, the possession and enceurage. 


ment of a — in thelr minds 
primerily and purely evil. ‘Their 
very fame, r le very sense of appro- 


bation exciied in tiie breast of others 
at the mention of their names, and 
which it is impossible not to imagine, 
In by far the greatest majority of in. 
stances, Gperated as a stimules on 


their minds. as it does on the minds 
of ishgae admirers, 1s 7/isa — evi- 
dence azainst them. No excuse, no 
edition, « can be offered ‘a their 
guilt. Phe application ct such ap- 


pellati tives aS cn honest emulation, a 
love of excellence, (which includes 
in its very name the idea of excelling 
others,) a proper regard to reputa- 
tion, an aspiring mind directed to 
good objects, a disinterested ambi- 
1100, must Invoive en actual contra- 
diction in terms. ‘Nay, those per- 
sons who have in any degree contri- 
buted first to EXCH, and then to use 
such a principic, in the 
children more especially, are to be 
esiecmed as amongst the worst ene- 
mies of the human race, the actual 
ailics of the great founder of evil. 
Bell and Lancaster are, indecd, pro- 
scribed, and consistently so, by name 
0 sneoe! ndenv’s essay and 
o far f lg ent, assured- 
y, under his view, they cannot 
serve .oleration ; oa the subscriber 
to the schools of ctiher 1s 2 
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and even the worthy and respected 
Missionary, Mr, John, Senior of the 
Danish Mission at Tranquebar, must 
come in for his share of the sentence, 
for having proposed, upon a mista. 
ken view ‘of its excel lence, the trans. 
plantation and culture of this very 
principle across the Atlantic, in na. 
tive free schools, throughout the 
whole of our Indian possessions, 

In the investigation of truth, ex. 


agceration can only defeat its own | 


obje ct. If, therefore, the above state. 
ments at all wear that complexion, 
Jet it be attributed, as in reality it 
must be owing, only to the nature o! 
that position of which the question is 
tmaade. ‘bhe position contains no 
qualification on the part of your cor. 
respondent. J cannot, therefore, sec 
what qualifications or limitations can 
be adopted in the conclusions to which 
it necessarily tends ; 
sir, from wishing to heap together, 
in the first Inst: vee arguments only 
to prejudice, and appeals to conse- 
anees, the most slippery of ail 
modes ofreasoning. Cnthisaccount, 
1 forbear to insist on another ver 
considerable difficulty attending the 
position in question, viz. the impos- 
sibility of finding any other princt- 
ple to substitute for emulation, which 
shall operate either so universally or 
so strongly. Constituted as the spe- 
cies now are, and as every individ 
ual of that species now is, you 
correspondent would surely not sus- 
pend ull operations both in the 
moral, intellectual, political, and 
every other world, 
found such a substit ute ; 
ring to the only pure 


what vrocess will he render that a 
motive sufficiently extensive in the 
nultitude, or powerful in the individ. 
ual, to produce ali those effects, both 
in education and in after-life, which 
are so necessary for our very ex: 
istence and daily sustentation ? 
"To conie, then, to some more di- 
reet observations upen this princi 
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consequences of entirely proscribing 
this principle from the human mind ; 
I proceed to some considerations 
for the defence, though at the same 
time regulation, of it. It is to be 
recollected, that nothing is more 
difficult in all cases than to draw 
Jines in moral conduct and moral 
principles: and as he takes the least 
trouble who dries up the element 
in dispute and annibiiates it from 
existence, so he, perhaps, is most 
entided to candid construction who 
attempts, if he does net presump- 
‘nously attempt, the mere godiike 
tusk—-of directing it, ‘ Hitherto 
‘hou shalt go, and no further; and 
bere shall thy proud wives be stayed.” 

I would begin then, sir, by ium- 
oly asking, if the term = exiuducion be 
suffictently understood. It saves an 
ufinity of trouble to define cur terins ; 
and it is a great question whether 
this very subject has not been beyond 
measure embarrassed for want of 
definition. dmitation, sav’ your ex 
cellent correspondent, is a very good 
thing, but emudation a very bad one. 
We may follow examples, dead or 
alive, but we must not be guilty of 
teaching our children eniulation. 
Mr. Gisborne, to whose cloquent 
pages an appropriate reference is 
made, says nearly the same thing. 
At least he condemns the principle 
ef emulation as highly dangerous, if 
not actually sinful, in itself; but 
admits and prescribes the principic 
of folowing example. Now, it ts 
not very clear whether the distinction 
here intended, is, that we may attempt 
to equal other persons, but not to 
surpass thetin; or something else, 
yetto be explained, ithe former, 
the question is made at once a ques- 
tion of derree 3; according to which 
we may lawiully aspire toa certain 
point, but not beyond it. But, in this 
case, What becomes of emulation as 
a principle radically bad; or how is 
that actuaily sintul, and &t only to be 
eradicated from the mind, which, 
after all, to wu certain degree, comes 
to be prescribedas a leritimate means 
ofimprevement? Besides, t | 
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tinction is, according to Johnson at 
least, without a difference ; for, look- 
ing into his dictionary, we find * to 
emulate” is * to rival,” * to imitate, 
with hope of equality, o7 superior 
excellence.” We must, therefore, 
suppose, that some other distinction 
is intended between emulation and 
bare Imitation. Something must be 
supposed, in the dispositions attend- 
ing the two acts; so different from 
each other as to erect one of them 
into a virtuous cr at least desirable, 
the other into a pernicious and guilty 
propensity. And that this distinction 
is intended by your correspondent is 
pretty clear, when he telis us, that 
imitation must be so conducted as 
not to run foul of certain bad dispo- 
sitions, of which emulation is one; 
and on the other hand, that emula- 
tion is in itself an evil utterly intole- 
rable on account of a certain vice of 
the mind which ever accompanies It, 
or rather which it is; for * emula- 
tion,’ says he, “is a desire of 
surpassing others for the sake of 
superiority ;’’ that is to say, it Is price. 
Here, then, it is truc, such as ft is, 
we have a definition of emulation ; 
end who, admitting for a moment 
the justice of the definition, could 
for anether moment attempt the 
defence of the passion? But sup- 
pose we inquire if this be a fair 
detiniiion ; and whether it might not 
be as just to say of the other and 
nore favoured principle ofgaction, 
that “¢ imitation is a desire of resem- 
bling others, for the sake of simil) 

tude’? Under such a definition of 
this laiter act, who would not equally 
risé up in arms against it, as pos- 
sessing the most dangerous qualt- 
ties, and Ieading to the very worst 
consequences in a world which, to 
resemble, is to follow it to ruin 
And the answer which its advocates 
wil most readily adopt Is simpiy 
this, that Imitation is indeed a de- 
sire cf resembling others, but not 
for the sake of similttude merely— 
which would be at the best likea 


} 


monkey—but tor the sake of seme 
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which it is desirous of attaining, 
And this is the answer that the 
patron of emulation would render 
to the definition given of it above. 
He would say, It is indeed the desire 
of surpassing others; but not for the 
sake of superiority merely, which 
would make it the questionable feel- 
ing that is asserted; but for the sake 
of some other ulterior object, which 
may be as various and diversified in 
its nature as the whole circle of 
affairs that respect as well the future 
as the present state of being couid 
maxeit. Just then as imitation might 
be defined the act of imitating others, 
so emulation might be defined the 
act of aiming to surpass them. And 
even on the exceedingly narrow 
ground of such a definition, there is 
little doubt the act of emulation 
mizht be defended against the alle- 


ralions of your correspondent. He 
admits of imitation under certain 


restrictions: precisely under the 
same restrictions we would contend 
for emulation. The desire to sur- 
pess another cannot in itself be very 
different, and oniy in degree at all, 
from the desire to egual another, 
In fact, viewed in their naked form, 
stripped of all circumstances, they 
are, as to the practical question of 
ruilt or innocence, identical, And 
if your correspondent is pleased to 
saddle emulation with certain unfa- 
vourable adjuncts, motives, &c., to 
rob itgfl its character, the very same 
or equally unfavourable concomitants 
may be given to imitation. Whiist, 
on the other hand, the very conditions 
under which he is pleased to sct 
forth and prescribe a laudable imita- 
tion, are exactly those under which 
we should feel as little hesitation in 
speaking of a laudable emulation. 
Sut we own, we are not satisiied 
with a definition which makes a dis. 
tinction between two acts so very 
nearly allied and identical with each 
other as Imitation and Emulation. 
We are rather desirous of merging, 
in the first instance, one of them, 
and certainly that which is the lesser 
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act of the two, into the other. And 
calling both by one word, Emulation, 
we should then desire to trace it 
stil further back to something else 
which may bring us inte contact with 
the more simple and essential proper. 
tics or principles of the human mind. 
With this view, perhaps, Emiuia. 
tion might rather be defined to be the 
desire of excellence, leading to its pur. 
suit, according to some given model, 
standard, or example. Vhe question 
as to what standard may or may not 
be adopted in this pursuit, might be 
considered of much weight in deter. 
uniting the comparative measures of 
safety in conducting it. The standard 
of authoritative precept would of 
course be considered the safest: next, 
that of some imaginary model, some 
* beau idcel”’ inipressed on the mind 
from some cause wholly independent 
of exterior personal considerations, 
Oi examples, dead ones might be 
considered asthe next in safety : and 
the least safe of all, as tending to 
excite unfavourable passions in the 
pursuit, would be living ones in con- 
tact with the aspirant. These last, 
however, as it happens, are the very 
standard to which, under proper 
restrictions, your correspondent him- 
self brings the mind of the pupil in 
his pursuit of excellence. It will, 
thercfore, by him, as well doubtless 
as by all reasonable persons, be admit- 
ted, that under some circumstances 
the pursuit of excellence may be con- 
ducted with reference to the standard 
ofactual living examples, who are in 
contact with the pursuer, and of 
course engaged in similar pursuits. 
It is said, uwzder some circumstances, 
—for it now appears, even on the ver- 
dict of your correspondent himself, 
that cZrcumstances are the chief and 
only source of difference in the nature 
of this pursuit; and hitherto we may 
most justly represent the act of emu- 
lation, according to the above princi. 
ple, as a strictly neutral operation, of 
which circumstances alone ere here- 
after to determine the goodness or 


badness. 
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In fact, this principle of emula- 
jou; this desire of excellence ab- 
sractedly considered; this thirst of 
improvement ; cail it, if you please, 
‘this ambition to rise to some stan- 
‘ard hitherto unattained, seems to 
me to be that very original and ese 
seuuial property of the human mind 
of which we have been in search. 
Jt is in some form or other, | firmly 
believe, wholly inseparable from all 
inferior intelligences; and seems to 


Bbe that grand and universal law by 


which all finite intellectual substan- 
ces gravitate in endless progression 
towards that source of perfection 
from whence they emanate. You 
may modify, combine, limit, direct, 
control it as you will; you may, if 
you please, rail at it, condemn it, 
wd exclude it from your system ; 
jut you never will and never can 
extinguish its operation in the hu- 
man mind, There it will still re- 
main; there it will forcibly act. 
Under a thousand forms it will ever 
elude the subtlest ¢rasp that should 
attempt its destruction ; and what is 
more, will, with no recollection of 
your unnatural designs, kindly re- 
pay them by still continuing, as it 
has always done in time past, to 
yield you the most solid fruits of 
excellence ; and to fill with activity, 
vigour, and effect,all the necessary, 
all the useful, and all the venerable 
departments of human life. 
Naturam expellas furcad, tamen usgue re- 
curret, 
Et mala perrumpet furtim fastidia victrix. 
It is this principle which the rea- 
sonings of your correspondent co- 
vertly and in effect tend, though I 
am far from saying aim, to discard 
irom the system of education, and 
even to banish from the human 
mind. And feeling as I do, the in- 
eficacy of ihe attempt, as well as 


®ihe tremendous loss which wou!d ac. 


crue to the worid should it succeed ; 
it can be no matter of surprise that 
{thus humbly endeavour to save so 


gmuch time and labour, that might 
gee more usefully eniployed, and to 


discourage an attack upon one of the 
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most operative, most indestructible, 

and, as I cannot help adding, most 

beneficial properties of intellectual 

creation. VINDEX. 
(To be continued.) 
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To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


My situation in a remote part of 
the country, and disinclination to 
travel beyond the limits of a mari- 
time province, create in my feelings 
a kind of morbid strangeness to the 
habits of a town life; of which I 
have long known nothing, but 
through the medium of books, and 
the conversation of casual visiters. 
I have, however, lately had an op- 
portunity of receiving periodical 
details of the proceedings of the 
fashionable and commercial crowds, 
which mingle theirnumbers in your 
busy capital; in consequence of my 
second son having remained in town 
during six months, previously to his 
departure for a western colony. I 
commissioned him,while in London, 
to send such information as might 
furnish our domestic circle with a 
passable idea of what was going on 
in scenes so different from the calm 
uniformity of our own retirement ; 
and particularly wished him to com- 
municate a few notices respecting 
the present state of our national 
learning,—a subject not indeed im- 
mediately within the range of my 
regular pursuits, but interesting, in 
its degree, to one who in earlier life 
knew a little of Virgil and Theocri- 
tus, and more of our own Milton; 
and who retains that general love 
of literature which was impressed 
upon him when he gathered his 
opinions of mankind and his ele- 
ments of moral science from the 
midsummer-nights’ dreams of poe- 
try —My poor William has really 
deluged us with literary gazettes, 
for such his letters must be termed; 
but the miscry is, that 1 do not find 
he has read a single book during the 
whole half year. [I do find, never- 


theless, that he is become the bosoin 
friend of some gay 
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the west end of the town; and that 
under their shadow he is already in 
the last stages of the bibliomania. 
Asa proof of the progress of this 
distemper on aconstituiion which, I 
thought, would long defy cuntagion, 
he sent me last week a copy oi a 
forth-coming adveriisement, as it 
will appear, he tells ine, in all the 
quarterly journals of the next sca- 
son. It contains one hundred and 
fifty articles, and the first seven are 
announced as follows :-— 

SeLtecr Lisr of New Pupuica- 
VIONS 3 TO APPEAR, IF POSSIBLE, 
ON THE FIRST OF APRIL, 1814. 

t. CokRESPONDENCE OF ‘THE 
LATE MarcuHIoNneEss OF Q—; from 
1780 to 1810.—This exquisitely in- 
teresting accession to elegaat litera- 
ture is acknowledged to contain the 
only genuine record and classifica- 
tion of varieties In amusement and 
dress, during the specified period ; 
the noble authoress having, amidst 
an infinitude of minor detalls, in- 
dulged her correspondents with the 
secret history of the introduction of 
the fredisse into the British ward- 
robe ; the origin of fuce and coyue- 
licot; the parual suifusion of those 
hues over patrician habiliments, and 
a comparative view of their influ- 
ences on the splendour of three suc- 
cessive birth-days ; and, particular- 
Jy, with an elaborate memoir on the 
rise of the dandalore (that once ath- 
letic and philosophical recreation of 
fashionable life), its premature de- 
cline and fall, and mysterious con- 
nection with the measures of a cer- 
tain cabinet in the carlier periods of 
the French Revoiution.—The work, 
printed uniformly with Afviss Sew- 
ards Letters, is expected to extend 
to eight volumes; the last two being 
reserved for confidential notes ad- 
dressed to the principal female do- 
mesiics of her ladyship’s establish- 
ment. Portraits, fac-similes, and 
graphic illustrations of costume, 
furniture, horticulture, and general 
taste will be liberally dispersed 
through every volume. 

ILeGenps or rue Crapie. By 
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Mrs. Buncu.—At a period when 
the intellectual efforts of women 
rival the most distinguished produc- 
ticns of the other sex, it is ungues. 
tionably due to the memory of an 
ancient female fabulist, (who, from 


the matronly and maternal charac. | 


ter of her styie, has long borne the 
familiar and endearing appellation 
of Mother Bunch), to rescue he: 
pretensions from that unmerited ob- 
livicn which, it is feared, begins to 
darken their celebrity. According- 
ly, an authentic edition of the Bun. 
cine Tales, printed from a black-let- 
ter copy recently discovered in the 
British Museum, and collated with a 
MS. in the .dd¢vocate’s Library at 

tdindurgh, is now offered to the 


public, and especially to the guardi. | 


ans of education, ‘The editor trusts 
that the patrons of antique British 
literature will remunerate the labour 
and anxiety bestowed on this nation- 
al work. ‘Lhe sex of the original 
writer will reminda gallant and chi. 
valrous age of the veneration de- 
manded by the name (clarum et vee 
nerabile nomen!) of,a lady, who, 


without any disparagement to the ] 


recent claims and talents of Madame 
de Genlis, Miss Hdgeworth, and the 
ikin family, long monopolized the 
merit of developing the nascent en- 
ergics of legislators, warriors, and 
philosophers.—The Legends, pre- 
ceded by a _ biographical preface, 
and whole length and breadth por- 
trait of the authoress, engraved, by 
special permission, from an original 
paintiny in the principal nursery at 
a ducal mansion, will be printed in 
one vol. royal 4to; price 52. 5s. in 
extra boards. 

* * The editor of Ars. Bunce: 


avails himself of the opportunity 0} | 


contradicting a report, that he had 
pledged himself to prepare a vari- 
orum edition of the Life of Zhomas 
Ziumb, and of the sentimental nar- 
ratives of that adventurer’s (sup: 


posed) contemporary, Jdrs. Goose.| 


The fact 1s, that he has long enter: 
tulined very serious doubts of the 
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ments said to have been performed 
by so diminutive a hero as THuMB 
(or ZAumbicus, as the monkish an- 
naiists of the middle ages usually 
write the name), particularly his suc- 
cess against personayes of extraor- 
dinary stature; and he inciines to 
think that historians conlound Zhumd 
with John the well-known Assassin 
of Giants.—The editor’s reluctance 


B to publish the Goostan Ludles is found- 
melon a conviction, that no perfect 
1 Ms. or edition of them has survived 


the ravages of time, cr rather the 
criminal indifference of librarians; 
aud, without specilying ames, he 
reminds these whom it may con- 
cern, that the mutilated legends of 
Guy Larl of Warwick, and of Cinde- 
relia, in the library of the Royal In- 
stitution, will remain as monuments 
of the negligence and venality ofa 
certain individual, whom misguided 
tenderness has hitherto shielded 
rom justice. 

GroLtocy or Fincuiry Com- 
10N.—However superfluous it may 
appear to invite the attention of phi- 
losopnical mineralogists to this im- 
portant tile, the author cannot deny 
himself the erutibcation of appriz- 
ing the geological world, that his 
unWearied researches among the 
awtul and almost iimitabiec  soli- 
tudes of /inchiley have been reward- 
ed by the discovery of seventeen 
new earths; the examination of 
which furnishes data utterly subver- 
sive of the two rival hypotheses of 
the Pulcanists and Nepiunists, and 
(fhe flatters himself) demonstrative 
ofa new and cenclusive theory. 
Subjoined is an analysis of the dark- 
coloured sediment (or dimus) depo. 
sited by the Vhemes, and such 
tributary streams as Increase its 
waters between Jt/ack-/riars and 
London bridges.—The work will un- 
questionably form an era in physical 
science 3 and, it is presumed, must 
specifically recommend itself to such 
ladies and young persons as frequent 
the various Institutions of the me- 
tropolis in pursuit of experimental 
philosophy. 


Christ. Obsery. Ne. 146. 
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4, TAYLorS; THEIR INFLUENCE 
ON SocrETY anD MAnnNERs, AND 
CONNECTION witH THE Economy 
AND CosruME or EmMprkes.—The 

tugiish editor of this rich intellectual 
efiusion has accompanied his version 
with iilustrations which will render 
the whole performance (originally 
written for circulation on the conti- 
nent) applicable to the local peculi- 
arities of his native island. He has 
also added a dissertation on a subject 
unaccountably omitied by theGerman 
author; namely, the hypothesis that 
nine individuals ef the profession are 
required to constitute the true Avmo 
safuens of Linneus. The appendix 
contains an essay towards a theory 
of the oriental fiosture so generally 
assumed in the celebration of the 
sartorian mysteries. 

** A I’renck translation of these 
volumes was discovered at Paris by 
the police, and destroyed by express 
command of .Vafoleon; who, as it 
weuld appear, was alarmed by the 
spiritof metaphysical freedom brea- 
thing through every paragraph. 

5. An illustrated Edition of Tne 
wHo.E Dury or Man.—In the pre- 
sent improved state of ethics, many 
original thinkers have expressed 
their surprise that no attempt has 
been made to enforce the claims of 
virtue by the auxiliary might of ty- 
poeraphy and graphic science. It 
is therefore proposed to prepare a 
superb edition of the above popular 
code of rectitude, illustrated by a se- 
ries of the most finished specimens 
of wood engravings hitherto produced 
by the School of Bewick. The letter- 
press will be corrected by an em1- 
nent amateur in modern divinity ; 
who, without presuming to adu!te- 
rate the text, has engaged to subjoin 
such notes and comments as may 
soften the austere obduracy of its 
precepts, and, in some instances, lur- 
nish a practical refutation ; In cor- 
respondence to the enlightened the- 
ories of the age. It is assured thata 
cursory perusal of these annotations, 
added to an inspection of the de- 
signs and yignettes, will supersede 
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the necessity of any irksome study 
of the original work, smooth the once 
ruge@ed ascent to the ¢emple of virtue, 
and display the deathless triumphs 
of the pencil over the retiring forces 
ofvice. The potency of the graphic 
art in this publication is computed by 
recurring to (he fact, that ln several 
years subsequent to the appearance 
of llogarth’s Rake’s Progress, no 
rake, who had examined that (till 
now) unrivalled series of plates, ever 
relapsed into his autecedent indiscre- 
tions.——The undertaking will be com- 
pleted before the next fashionabie 
season; in order that parents and 
guardians may opportunely inspire 
with a permanent love of virtue, and 
intolerance of irregularity, the young 
persons immediately under their in- 
Huence, by presenting them with co- 
pies of this trvceistible frersuasive to 
goodness. It will be printed in an 
order of transcendent magnificence 
at the Saakspeare press, in imperial 
foho; with a portfolio of plutes, ex- 
clusive of the head and tail pieces, 
and an enrraved title in the lapidary 
style with characteristic decorations. 
— She price is not intended to ex- 
ceed Sif. 10s. 

G6. SCAVENGERIANA; Orn, ANEC- 
DOTES OF DISTINGUISHED DUSTMEN. 
—IThe variety and deserved popu. 
larity of publications in ANA cncou- 
rage the conrpiler of these papers 
anticipate a highly flattering recep- 
tion from the innumerable bovers of 
select anecdote. Lis nativity and 
long residence in St. Giles’s (salve, 
marzna farens!) have alYorded facill- 
ties of communication with lcading 
characters among en ancient and 
meritorious profession, only to be ap- 
preciated by a careful cxamination of 
his performance. He has, however, 
the morufication of confessing, that 

alla ttempts to procure a ¢, hronologicat 

vet of i ere tortraits have been 
fruittess; and heis driven to the ne- 

cessity of offering a broken series, 
engraved from tire only coliection 
aceesstble to bis 3 inquu ies, and pos- 
sessed by a munificent patro nof the 
arts in the 4 he Seven Drals. 
-~iie work will be published by 


ici nity ol t 


subscription, and the copies most 
faithfully delivered in the order of 
subscribing. Names are received by 
the editor in Dyot Street. 

*,* The author of Scavengeriano 
has been for many years collecting 
materials for a peculiarly interesting 
historic work ; which, he trusts, will 
speedily appear, under the ttle of 
Annals of the Gyfrsey Monarchy, from 
its Founder, /odertus Aluricidus ( Bob 
the Rat-catcher) to the origin of the 
existing dynasty in the person of Tom 
the Tawny. Much information has 
becn obtained from the Royal ar- 
chives at Adraood, from oral tradi- 
tien, and particularly from the Char- 
ta de Foresta, and similar documents. 
This great undertaking will be en- 
riched by a glossarial dissertation 
on the ancient Gipsey phraseology ; 
also by essays on Palmistry, the 
Virtuc, and various collate- 
ral topics. Yo be embeliished with 
sketches of forest scenery, and accu- 
rate zoological drawings of poultry, 
xc. &e. &e. 

7. SeccuLtum AsINARIUM; OR, A 
PicGk FOR THEIR LEARNINGE.— 
This is the title of a beautifully il- 
luminated MS. Jately discovered 
among the Selden papers in the 
Bodleian Library at Oxford. By se. 
veral gentlemen of high celebrity for 
their attainments in our early htera- 
ture, it is pronounced to be a pro- 
phetic (though obviously ironical 
estimate of the learned character ot 
ihe ninetcenth century ; aud proba- 
bly composed on the model of Bar- 
clay’s Navis Stultifera, or 
of Foole Of the accuracy of their 
decision the less critical reader inay 
form ait udg ment alter perusing the 
following specimen, selected almost 
fortuitously trom the writer’s 270- 
lowue i——* When such wights, as 
should be righte true schollars, do 
eschew sound Jesrninge, ticy do 
sir ightway fall to picke out a vie 
resid to wisdom; wherein they wan- 
der farre, and get nothing. Cf this 
their travail come emptie heads 
and sicklie hearts; os ercat cric 
and small wooll; and each wight 
is awearie, and saith, U ¢rowe, that 
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what to do with myself I know not. 
Then you shall see them dozing 
over gaudie bookes with store of 
trampery pictures; some whereof 
o shew faire castles and abbies in 
Sownlatie ruine ; some, effigies of 
doctors without divinitie, rhymers 
lackinge reason, and critickes with 
sconces both shallow and muddie; 
and therewith abundance of tyitle 
cum tattle, stories of John Doe and 
tichard Roe, merric sayinges of 
Tom, Dicke and Madge; and sun- 
Aud in 
such do they take huge pleasaunce. 
All the while, Learninge is thrust 
out of the duores ; aie standing 1a 
the court sorelie weeping, saith 
that all her own prime and preciouse 
jookes are tossed into the lumberre 
room, for the behoofe cof bits and 
spiderres.”-- This extremely curious 
specimen of barbarous literature 
will be printed with types cast ex- 
pressly for the purpose, in imitation 
ofthe MS. The impression will be 
limited to 150 copies (two of which, 
worked cff on vellum, are intended 
to be presented to the public libra- 
ries of the two os anc the 
price of each 152. | 


To confess the truth, sir, I was by 
no means ignorant of the strange 
infatuation which, at the present 
day, disgraces what is called the 
reading world; and one of my mo- 
tives for commissioning my son to 
diversify his despatches with notices 
of new books, &c., was to ascertain 
how far his residence in town had 
exposed him to the contagion of let- 
tered insanity. The boy has natu- 
rally an eagerness for books; and 
while he remained at home, I pro- 
vided him liberally with such stan. 
dard authors as a clerical adviser of 
mine from time to time recommend- 
ed. These he studted as much, aad 
almost more, than could be expected 
from & young man beginning to 

cquire commercial habits; and when 


he »ett us, I calculated that, inexpe- 
tlenced as he was, yet he was too 
well read to fall a prema ture victhn 
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to a depraved and superficial taste. 
But, as you must yourself perceive, 
he is “catching the new-blown bub- 
bles of the day,’’—bubbles indeed, 
bursting as soon as CARNE, and leay- 
ing utter emptiness ! 

Fer about eighteen months I have 
taken in the Edinburgh and Quar- 
terly Reviews, and one or two of the 
monthly journals ; by way, as Cow- 
per read the newspaper, of peeping 
at the world through the loop-holes 
of retreat. But the vast dimensions 
of these critical apertures let In a 
great deal too much; for, instead of 
peeping, one may survey the wide 

xpanses of folly with a broad stare. 
[ already begin to dread the arvival 
of the reviews; since they are no 
sooner landed on the table, than the 
children run to open the advertise- 

ments stitched up in these bewitch- 
ing publications; and L am thence- 
forward in hourly danger, for some 
day's; of being conjured by my girls 
to send for the new edition of Tha- 
laba, or the Bridal of Triermain; or 
Iam addressed in breathless and i in- 
coherent accents, “Ob ! papa, here’s 
au new poem from Lord Byron— 
another epic of Southey’s—and quite 
anew thing from Walter scott—and 
they have all been out a month— 
Oh! do write to-night to Hatch- 
ard.”? Judge, sir, from this, how 
far we are already gone in the down- 
ward course of literature. This comes 
of an eighteen months of reviews and 
advertisements ! /acilis descensus In- 
deed! Far am 1 from undervaluing 
the splendid talents of the bardic 
trio (as the girls call their three fa- 
vourites), but I wish to teach my 
young people, that their own shelves 

display a neglected collection of the 
works ofthe mighty dead,with whom 
1 would persuade them to hold high 
and daily converse ; and when their 
minds are braced by this practical 
wisdom, they may ¢Zen wander with 
more security ameng the hily-silver. 
ed vales, and low-whispering woods, 
of modern literature. I have pro- 
mised niyt daughter a copy of 
Rokeby as soon as she has given me 
in writing, a prose analysis of Pope’s 


ind 


= 
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Essay on Criticism; and I propose 
to enter into a similar contract,when- 
ever she and her sisters make the 
next clamorous application; hoping, 
by such a course of proceeding, to 
allure my pretty ramblers into the 
classic regions of British sone. 
The injury effected by the pre 
vailing modes of literature is not con- 
fined to such minor ill consequences 
as the degradation of taste, and the 
perversion of fancy; but the mis- 
chief diffuses its unresisted influen- 
ces over the moral, immortal part of 
our nature. The retrograde move- 
ments of the human understanding 
act with a sometimes unsuspected 
cflicacy on the affections. A desul- 
tory exercise of the mind induces a 
languid state of conscience. A taste 
for superficial reading is not pro- 
perly a diseasse existing Iccally, 
while it leaves the gencral constitu- 
tion sound; but a symptom of some 
distemper seated in the vitals, and 
requiring a course of medicine, and 
a regimen of peculiar potency.— 
Iwisai the under-graduates in our 
Universities, (for, as I hear, the very 
fountains of learning are partially 
poisoned,) and particularly such 
among them as profess to be reli- 
gious, and are training up for the 
ministry, under a serious conviction 
of the responsibility of their desti- 
nation, would beware of indulging 
habits of literary trifling. Heu, fuge, 
nate dea! Let them assure them- 
selves, that their irrevocable hours 
cannot be consumed on ephemeral 
books without very serious injury to 
theirinte!lectual and spiritual health ; 
that time lost at college will infalli- 
bly upbraid them in after years; 
and that it is no disgrace to be dumb 
to such inquiries as, “ What do you 
think of the Rejected Addresses— 
the Corsair—Grimm’s Correspond. 
ence—NMladame de Siael on Suicide?” 
The inquiry should rather be, * What 
would Newitcn, and Barrow, and 
Maclaurin, and Waring, have said, 
could they have foreseen the morn- 
ine table of a mathematical student 
strewed with lounging pamphlets ?” 
But leaving our juniors out of the 


question, what have our critical j jour. 

nais done for the reading population 
at large £ Our incessant dabbling ip 
reviews appears to me, especially 
when I look back to other times, to 
harass all intellectual exertion ; and, 
what makes a bad thing worse, we 
study (as we call it) ten or twelve 


~ Sees in one and the same number, | 


and on each of these ten or twelve 
subjects we must needs have an opi- 
nion, and then proceed to talk, with 


imposing confidence, about theories | 


and departments of science, of the 
very existence of which we were un- 
conscious till the appearance of “that 
Capital article in the last Edin. 
burgh.’? Nor is even this the worst, 
since I can assure you, from my own 
limited observation, that the quar. 
terly journals are in high request 
with many, who, too much like my 
own children, confine their reading 
to the voluminous masses of adver- 
tisement found at the beginnings 
and ends; so that here also are 
‘“ minds of large discourse, ooking 
before and aficr ;” for, to my certain 


knowledge, they never look at what! 


goes between ; but leave that to per- 
sons occupying a rather higher point 
in the scale of surface-knowledge. 

The time,indecd, may come,when the 
trade may publish, monthly, a thick, 
and thickly-printed magazine, ex- 
clusively devoted to advertisements; 
which, f am convinced, would obtain 
an unprecedented circulation. Nei- 
ther would it, in the least, signify to 
the “numerous readers,” whether 
the books, formally announced, 
ever appeared; it would answer 
every end, both to publisher and 
purchaser, that they were described, 
promised, and priced, in all the 
pomp, and circumstance, and pleni- 
tude of a modern list. I am told, 
that your imperial city swarms with 
men of letters, who never dream of 
opening a book, unless it be to get 
information about other books; and 
that the number and variety of cata. 
lo-ues in their posscssion equal in 
value the gift presented to the So- 
ciety cf Antiquaries by Sir Mat- 
thew Mite, namely, an uninterrupted 
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ecries of the tickets taken at Islington 
turnpike, from its first establishment 
io the date of Sir Matthew’s election 
as Fellow * 

In the Augustan age of English lit- 
crature, reading was confinedioafew ; 
but the few were either scholars who 
buried themselves in books, or men 
of genius who chiefly shone by their 
own light. At that period, howev- 
er, there was a laudable custom in 
some great houses, of loading the 


ashelves of the library with wooden 


blocks, in the shape of books, duly 
gilt and lettered. Such was the 
Duke of Chandos’s collection at Can- 
nons : thus described by Pope :—— 
His study ! with what authors is it stor’d ? 
in books, not authors, curious is my lord ; 
To ail their dated backs he turns you round, 
These Aldus printed, those Du Sueil has 
bound. 
L.o, some are vellum ; and the rest as good, 
For all his Lordship knows,—but they are 
wood. 
For Locke or Milton, ’tis in vain you look ; 
These shelves admit not any modern book +t 
Such was the wooden wisdom of 
queen Anne’s days; but wooden as 
it was, I think it preferable to the 
bibliomaniac gabble of the present 
times. A volume of oak or elm pos- 


sesses much more than the merit of- 


negative excellence. It fills up a 
space, which otherwise would be oc- 
cupied by wire-wove, hot-pressed, 
trash. I already sigh ior the resto- 
ration of the wooden age ; and, un- 
less my children wiil return to their 
standard volumes, I shall some day 
make a general clearance of all our 
reviews and advertisements, and pur- 
chase an entirely new library from 
my cabinet-maker. 

To conclude with one serious re- 
mark; let the guardians of modern 
education recollect, that the charac- 
ter of young minds is, in many in- 
stances, formed, not by the books 
read under an instructer’s eye, in the 


* Feote’s Nabob ; quoted in the Pursuits 
of Literature. 

t+ Moral Essays, iv.—In Acdison’s des- 
eription of the Lady’s Library, (Spectator 
37.) occurs, “ All the classic authors in 
wood. A set of Elzevir’s, by the same 
hand.” 
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regular school-hours, but by those 
More attractive publications which 
bear the epithet of entertaining, and 
of which the last ten years have pro- 
duced a redundance for the nursery, 
the school, and the college ; and that 
a severe selection of these becomes 
every day more necessary, from the 
increasing influx of superficial and 
ill-principled literature. And let the 
adult student resolutely banish from 
his collection, such books as disgrace 
the name ofa scholar; let him treat 
ephemeral trifles as trifles; and let 
him perseveringly act on the prin- 
ciple of suiting his intellectual hab- 
its to the ultimate end of his being. 
When I became a man, I fiut away 
childish things. 

ANTI-NUGATOR, 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


In June, 1813, appeared the first 
number of a periodical work, called 
The Orthodox Journal; or, Catho- 
lic Monthly Intelligencer; printed, 
published, and edited by William 
Eusebius Andrews,5, Fenwick Court, 
Holborn. In perusing the first six 
numbers, I met with part of a Charge, 
and two Letters, from the pen of the 
Right Reverend John Milner, Bishop 
of Castabala; from which I copied 
the enclosed extracts, and offer them 
for insertion in your Magazine. It 
may be expedient to premise, that 
the Italics and great capitals stand 
in the Journal exactly as they are 
found in my transcript. 

Tam, sir, &c. G. G. 


Extracts from Bishop: Milner’s Pas- 
toral Charge to his Clergy, dated 
March 30, 18158. 

‘*Of late years you know that nu- 
merous societies have been formed, 
and incredible sums of money raised, 
throughout the United Kingdom, 
among Christians of other commu- 
nions, for the purpose of distributing 
Bibles gratis to all poor people who 
are willing to accept of them. In 
acting thus, they act conformably to 
the fundamental principles of their 
religion, which teach, ** Phe Bible 
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contains all things necessary for sal- 
vation, and that it is easy to be un- 
derstood by every person of common 
sense.’ But who could have ima- 
eined that Catholics, grounded upon 
quite opposite principles, should 
nevertheless shew adisposition tu fol- 
low the example of Protestants ia 
this particular, by forming themselves 
also into Bzble Soctetzes, and contri- 
buting their money for putting the 
mysterious lettcr of God’s word into 
the hands of the illiterate poor, in- 
stead of educating clergymen, even 
in the present distressing scarcity of 
clergy, to expound the sense of that 
word to them! Yet such has been 
the influence either of public opinion, 
or of politics, upon several Catho- 
lics of both islands at the beginning 
ofthis 19th century! As it is highly 
probable that the prevailing Azdlio- 
mania may*soon reach this district, | 
think it my duty to lay downa few 
maxims on this subject, which, in the 
supposed case, you will not fail, my 
dear brethren, to impress upon the 
minds of your people. 1. When 
eur Saviour Christ sent his Apostles 
to convert the world, he did not say 
to them, Go and distribute volumes 
of the Scripture among the nations of 
the world; but, Go into the whole 
world, and PREACH the Gosfel to 
every creature. 2. It is notorious, 
that not one of the nations converted 
by the Apostles or their successors, 
nor any part ofa nation, was convert. 
ed by reading the Scriptures. No; 
they were converted in the way ap- 
pointed by Christ, that of preaching 
the Gospel, as is seen in the Acts 
of the Apostles, Bede’s History, &c. 
S. The promiscuous reading of the 
Bible is not calculated, nor intended 
by God, as the means of conveying 
religious instruction to the bulk of 
mankind, for the bulk of mankind 
cannot read at all; and we do not 
find any Divine commandment as to 
theivy being obliged to study letters. 
In the next place, the Bible is a 
Sook which, though inspired, is more 
or less obscure In most parts of it, 
and full of things hard to be under- 
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stood, which the unlearned and yp. 
stable wrest to their own destruction, 
2 Pet. lili, 16. Some texts seem ty 
contradict others: several afpear to 
inculcate the very vices which God 
condemns. Hence the worst of 
crimes may be perpetrated and de. 
fended, as, they very frequently have 
been, on the supposed authority of 
Scripture ; when Scripture is left to 
the luterpretation of the ignorant or 
ill-disposed. Thus allthe horrors and | 


follies of the Grand Rebellion, even § 


to the murder of the king, were sup. | 
posed by the people to be authoriz. | 
ed by certain texts of Scripture. In| 
a word, it is evidently a much more 
rational plan to put the statuzes at 
large into the hands of the illiterate 
vulgar, telling them to become their 
own lawyers, than it Is to put the 
text itself of the mysterious Bible 
into their hands, for enabling them 
to hammer their religion and mo- 
rality out of it. A plain Catho- | 
lic peasant, who Is well grounded 
in the knowledge ot his Catechism, 
really knows more of the word oj 
God, as to the sense and substance 
of it, than a Methodist preacher 
who can repeat the words of the 
whole Bible by heart. As to the 
text itself of the Bible, the Catholic 
Church, so far trom locking it up, 
requires her fiastors to study the 
whole of it assiduously, as being, by 
excellence, the diber sacerdotaiis, 
She moreover recommends the read- 
ing of it to all persons who have 
some tincture of learning, and an 
adequate knowledee of their reli. 
gion, together with the necessary 
humility and docility to dispose them 
(in common with her first Pastors 
and the Pope himself) to submit 
their own private opinion, upon all 
articles of faith, to the belief oi 
the Great Church of all nations and 
of all aves. In conclusion, then, 
my dear and beloved brethren, I 
am confident you wili not encourage 
the distribution of Bibles or Tes- 
taments among the very illiterate 
persons of your respective con sre. 
cations, aS proper initiatery books of 
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astruction for them. Rather procure 
or wnesi, If you can, a sufficient 
quumber of copies of the First and 
secur Catechism, the Catholic Chris- 
vo 6dnstructed, the Grounds of the 
(uholic Dectrine, and the THistory 
f the Old and New Testament.’— 
(Orthodox Magazine, pp.131—133.) 

In a letter to the Editor (dated 
Qciober 16, 1813,) Bishop Miiner 
saySs— IT described* a Cetholic Bi. 


ous institution,’ unknown to the 

juhers and doctors of past ages, at 

yvarlance with the third rule con- 

cerning the use of Holy Scripture 

id down by a committee of the 

Council of Trent, giving into the 
* In a former communication. 
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policy of Protestants, and of course 
injurious to the religion of Catho- 
lics, as also to the authority of their 
pastors, it being the exclusive busi- 
ness of the latter to instruct all ranks 
of people, by expounding to them, 
viva voce, both Scripture and tradi- 
tion.—The Tridentine Fathers make 
no distinction between Bibles in the 
vulgar tongue, with notes, and those 
qwithout notes; since it is evidently 
IMPOSSIBLE TO ADD ANY 
NOTES WHATEVER TO THE 
SACRED TEXT WHICH WILL 
MAKE IT A SAFE AND PRO- 
PER ELEMENTARY BOOK OF 
INSTRUCTION FOR THE IL- 
LITERATE POOR.” (pp. 179, 
180.) 











REVIEW OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


The Faith of the Peofile called Qua- 
kers, in our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, set forth in various 
Extracts from their Writings. By 
ILenny Luxe, York. 1812. 12mo. 
pp. 32. Price 6d. 


'y our Number for September last, 
we reviewed Mr, Clarkson’s Life of 
William Penn, and in the course of 
our Review tock occasion to intro- 
duce some remarks on the tenets of 
that body of Christians with whom 
Penn was united, ‘Those remarks 
we certainly had conceived to be 
written in a spirit of candour and 
good-will. We ourselves were con- 
scious of no contrary impression. 
Nothing could have been more re- 
mote from our apprehension, than 
that the attempt we made culiasy to 
appreciate some of the pecuuariites 
of Quakerism could have given of- 
fence toa single individual of that 
respectable Society, or have furnish. 
ed the slightest ground for impeach- 
ng our Chrisitan charity. Our sur. 
therefore, and) mortification 
were great, te find ourselves repre- 
sented, in several letters addressed 


Diise 
Di ASC, 


to us by persons calling themselves 
Quakers, as actuated by dispositions 
inconsistent with true Christianity ; 
as scandalizing, abusing, and vilify- 
ing a whole body of people; as derid- 
ing the Spirit’s operations, and there- 
fore manifestly without the Spirit 
ourselves ; as setting up the written 
against the living word; as blind 
leaders of the blind, &¢. All this, 
however, we should have thought it 
right to overlook, although it un- 
questionably furnished a tempting 
opportunity of self-justification, had 
we not received a remonstrance on 
tle same subject froma one we have 
reason to believe to be the respecta- 
able author whose name stands atthe 
head ot this article. He requests 
tbat we should insert his communi- 
cation in justice to the Quakers. 
We insert it in justice also to our- 
selves. Itis as follows :— 


“It really grieves me to perceive 
in the writers for a periodical pub. 
lication, which 1 so highly esteem, 
and strongly recommend, as I do the 
Christian Observer, a disposition on 
various occasions to traduce and mis- 
represent the Quakers, 
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deed, did I expect, that the review 
of a life so virtuous, so religious, so 
benevolent, and so honourable, as 
that of Wililam Penn, would have 
drawn forth any unpleasant reflec- 
tions on that religious Society, of 
which he was so bright an ornainent. 
And when I consider that in these 
reflections, the present generation of 
Quakers is, in a great degrec, excul- 
pated, it dues appear to me to betray 
a want of charity by no means credi- 
table, either to the justice or libe- 
raiity of the Reviewer. Supposing 
whatis said to be true, respecting men 
and women passing naked through 
the streets ; which, so far as relates 
to women at least, was not, I believe, 
the case with any acknowledged 
members of the society ; what bene- 
fit do the members of the Church of 
England suppose they shall derive 
from a reference to those times of 
excessive zeal and violent persecu- 
tion? Or shall the Scriptures be 
depreciated because those violent per- 
secutors professed to make them the 
rule of their conduct, and the Ana- 
baptists and Fifth-monarchy men 
grounded their violent outrages on 
a misconstruction of those Sacred 
Writings? Surely these instances 
apply at least as forcibly against the 
teachings of the Scriptures, as the 
cases brought forward by the Re- 
viewer do against the teachings of 
the Spirit? What ts there, of ail the 
gifts of God to men, so good that the 
weakness or wickedness of human 
nature will not either mistake or 
corrupt? 

“ Very wisely, indeed, has the 
exccllent Dean of Carlisle, in his 
controversy with Dr, Marsh, ob- 
served, that there were great faults 
on ail sides, during these unhappy 
times ; and that a free confession of 
this sort, or (what would be. still 
better) silence respecting them, 
would perhaps be the most healing 
of all applications. If, however, a 
comparative estimate should be made 
of the conduct of different religious 
denominations during the reigns of 
Charles I. and Ii., including the In- 
terregnum, I should feel very lide 


reluctance in taking the part of the 
Quakers, in these times of violence 
and persecution ; and I think I should 
be abie to exhibit their conduct in at 
least as favourable a point of view as 
that of any of their opposers or per. 
secutors could be placed. 

“The Reviewer, after introducin; 
his remarks on the Life of Wuliam 
Penn with some strictures on the 
conduct of the early Quakers, and 
their doctrine of the light of Christ 
Within, plainly asserts, ‘that some, 
in their zeal for the hidden Christ, 
actually denied the outward Christ, 
and grossly contended, that the Gos. 
pels are a mere allegorical history 
of Christ in the mind,’ &c. It is to 
be regretted, that in reporting the 
relizious sentiments of others, we 
should not have recourse to their 
own acknowledged writings, instead 
of the works of their enemies. The 
accusation here brought forward 
has been often advanced, and often 
refuted. Charles Leslie, a bitter 
opponent of the Society, has repeat- 
edly advanced the same charge, and 
particularly in the preface to ¢ The 
Snake in the Grass :’ which excited 
the following indignant reply from 
Joseph Wyeth, in his *Anguts Fla- 
gellatus,’or*‘A Switch for the Snake;’ 
a reply which I trust will set this 
question at rest, so that it will not 
again be brought forward in the 
Christian Observer.* Wyeth’s words 
are: * The assertion of the Snake is 
not allegorically, but Hterally a lie ; 
for we acknowledge the satisfaction 
made by Christ to his Father; but 
we deny that groundless and dange- 
rous notion of his having paid, and his 
Father exacted, that strict and rigo- 
rous satisfaction, by undergoing the 
self-same punishment and pains that 
the damned suffer in hell. We own 
the merit of his outward death and 
sufferings, but dispute against the 
misapplication of that merit to un- 
godly men, continuing impenitent- 
ly in their sins.” Again: * We have 
never said or believed, that the 
satisfaction made by Christ to his 

* «Tt has before been advanced and re- 
futed, See vol.ii, p. 595,” 
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Father and the merit thereof con. 
sisted In any allegorical suffering or 
blood of the Light within, inwardly 
ched;’ and ‘have never placed or 
belie ved the possiblity thereof did 
consist In such allegorical death aud 
suiferiness, as the Suake does insi- 
nuate agalaot us,’ 

The Reviewer 1s not satisfied 
with tuese reflections in the intro- 
duction; but after his remarks on 
Clarkson’s Lite ef Pesn, which are 
in reaneral iavourable to both, he 
recurs to the Quakers and their 
principles, and states, that such is 
the caution used by their writers, 
that he cannot even now pronounce 
whether, when they affirm the Divi- 
nity of Christ, they mean to speak 
of him as a Divine Person, or as a 
guality of the Godhead, Perhaps I 
cannot more concisely reply to this 
charge, than by the following ex- 
tract from a late publication :—* We 
can, indeed, say on this, as on every 
moet occasion, that we believe all 

hat the Scriptures have spoken and 
Culnied, We believe that the 
Evangelist was clearly speaking of 
Jesus Christ, and of his Divinity or 
CGodinead,when he said, ** In the be- 
ginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. The same was In the 
beginning with God. All things 
were made by Him, and without 
Him was not any thing made that 
was made. In Him was lile, and the 
life was the light of men.’ “And 
the Word was mace flesh, and dwelt 
among us.” ilere we have aclearand 
full testimony both to the Divinity 
andl Humanity of Christ; and we 
have, ever since we were a people, 
borne testimony to this Scripture 
doctrine.’* 

‘After this remark, the Reviewer 
enters into an examination of Bar- 

*« Tuke’s Principles of the Quakers, p. 
53, Sth edition. See also a pamphiet en- 
titled, The Faith of the People called Qua- 
kers,in our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
set forth in various extracts from their 
writings ; of which a few copies are sent 


with this to the publisher of the Christian 
Observer,” 


Christ. Observ. No. 146. 


clay’s fifteen propositions, which 
form the basis of the Apology for 
the Quakers, and endeavours to re- 
fute such parts as he disapproves. 
He would have acted more fairly, 
when writing on the Scriptures, and 
their iuieriority to the Spirit which 
gave them forth, had he given afew 
words more of the passage to which 
he objects. [lis deficiency I will 
endeavour to supply. Barclay says: 
¢ Moreover, those Divine inward re- 
velations neither do nor can contra- 
dict the outward testimony of the 
Scriptures, or right and sound rea- 
son. Yet from iLence it will not 
follow, that the Divine Revelauicns 
are to be subjected to the examina. 
tion either J the outward testimony 


of the Scriptures, or to the wat tural 
reason of man, as toa more noble and 
certain rule and touchstone Sut 


there is aduther passage itn Barclay, 
which, if the Re viewer had seen 
and broug .c forward, might have 
made his reader’s mind, if not his 
own, onny on the subject, as showing 
that we do wot set the Spiritin oppo- 
Sition to the letter, though we place 
the former above the latter. The pas- 
sage is this: *‘ Weshall also be very 
Wiillng to admit it as a pcsitive cer- 
tain maxira, that whatever any doy 
pretending to the Spirit, that is con- 
trary to the Scriptures, be accounted 
and reckoned a del usion of the devil.’ 
What more explicit and strong than 
this can be said? Indeed | often think 
that our dispute, with some at least 
of the Church of England, on the 
Scriptures, is more about words than 
things. Some cf the sentiments 
of the reviewer himsels may be ad- 
duced in support of this assertion. 
He admits. ‘that as many as receive 
the light of the Spirit, in them is 
prod awed a holy birth, bringing forth 
holiness and purity.’ p. 601, Now ‘ 
when the Reviewer says, ‘as many 
as receive the light of the Spirit,’ he 
fully allows, that we have the power 
of refusing it ; and therefore, that it 


cannot operate upon the mind of 
man without his being conscious of 


the same. But if the Spirit © pro- 
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duces a holy birth, bringing forth 
holiness aud purity,’ surely its power 
is superior to that of the Scriptures, 
and that is all we plead for. Again: 
* it may be true, that we should not 
pray; whenever the Spirit of = 
disposes the mind to prayer,’ (p.6 
Tisink we must ecknowledge, tf oi 
Spirit of God disposes the mind to 
prayer, that we cannot be insensible 
pia power; and surely the lmme- 

te open ‘ation of this Divine prin- 
ar ie ougnt to be esteemed supertor 
to tiat written revelation of the will 
Oo. Gud which ts bestowed tnrougl 
the Scriptures, however highly we 
Taay valuc those wriuings. 

‘ f remember in a controversy 
several years ago,* in the Christian 
gen ver, 1 produced testimonies 
In favour of cur Gpinions, from Lu- 
thier. ‘Calvin, aud varlous othef emi- 
newt Coristian writees. This pece 
the ediior declined inserting, because 
he knew the sentlinents contained i In 
the quotations were consistent with 
the views expressed by my eppo- 
nent. Now, if, in: explaining our 
views, we reier to avthoriuies and 
passages Which are agreed to by our 
opponents, i seems clear that there 
ee ofapproximation 
than chey are willing to admit. Ifwe 


iS ROP alter deo 
is Lorea Gee 


cannot to tne lens “th of many Chris- 
tlans in calling the Scriptures the 


Word of God, and In appiying texts 
to them which we cenceive were 
never iwtended to be so applied, but 
that many of them exclusively be- 
lone to Christe——we still acknow- 
ledee their Divine authority, and be- 
lieve that they were ‘given by in- 
spirgiton of Get 1, and are profitable 
for doctrine, lor reproof, for correc. 
tien, for sustruction in righteous. 
ress, that the man of God may be 
perfect, thoroughly furnished unto 
wii coed works? ‘This is the bigh- 
est testimo: ny which the Scriptures 
give of them-elves 3 asd why are we 
to be cecomnicd heterodox, because 
on cis subrect, and on the Divinity 
of Curist, we do not incline to go 
further than the Scripiure ieads us. 

<6*® In the vear 1806: sce C gpa ti: in Ob- 


server vol, 7. pp. 1é *y 4G4, 607, La 739. 33 
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“ The Reviewer appears to have 
mistaken the object of Barclay’s 5th 
and Gih propositions. He there 
pleads, and I think successtully, for 
the extension of the benefits which 
result from the coming of Christ, to 
ail those who share in the conse. 
quences of Adam’s traneression; 
that is, to the whole human race. 
His object Is to establish the opinion, 
that by the one propitiatory sacrifice, 
all men were placed in a caprucity o! 
salvation, but by no means to release 
those who have the knowledge o| 
the Scriptures from that responsibi- 
iny forthe gilt of them which this 
invaluable treasure imposes. 

‘© That the Quakers are advocates 
of the advantayes of education, thei: 
conduct, as a body, and as indivi. 
duals, amply proves. But as they 
believe that learning is only so far 
useful us it is sanctified to the cause 
of religion, and as they unite with 
the Christian Observer In the beliei 
that ‘God prepares true ministers, 
they dare not limit this preparation 
to those only who are capable of 
reading. 

*“ In justice to Barclay and the 
Quakers, I shall transcribe the fol- 
lowing parts of his Thesis on Mor. 
shifty and hope by so doing to obvi- 
ate the objections brought forward 
on that subject :-—* All true and ac- 
ceptable worship to God is offered 
in the inward and immediate mov- 
ing and drawing of his own Spirit, 
which is neither limited to places, 
times. nor persons. lor though we 
are to worship Him always, and con- 
tinually to fear before Him ; yet, as 
to the outward signification thereol, 
in prayers, praises, or preachings, 
we ought not to do it in our own 
will, where and when we will; but 
where and when we are moved 
thereunto by the stirting and secret 
inspiration of the Spirit of God in 
our hearts, which God heareth and 
accepreth a, and is never wanting 
to move us thereanto,when necd Is. 


of which ~ himself is the alone 
proper judge. 
then, both 
preachings, 
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in his own will, and at his own ap. 
pointment, Which he can both begin 
and end at bis pleasure, do or leave 
undone, as himself seeth meet, whe- 
ther they be a prescribed form, as a 
liturgy, &¢. or prayers conceived ex- 
cempore, by the natural strength and 
faculty of the mind, they are aii but 
supersution, will-worship, and abomi- 
nabie idolatry in the sight of God 
which are now to be denied and re- 
ected, and separated from, in this 
day of bis spiritual arising.’ 

“ There are other matters, loosely 
and incorrectly stated by the Review- 
er, Which afford room for animadver. 

on; but which I think not of sufh. 
cient importance to notice, except 
chat T would make a few remarks on 
what he says of the office of Elders 
——! Quekers. It is asserted, 
p. 602, that ‘any one who mey think 
ieee prepared to preach to a Qua- 
ker cong regation, must have previ- 
ously received the permission of the 
Elders” This is incorrect. It is 
‘in order that those who are in the 
station of ministers may have the 
tender sympathy and counsclofthose, 


‘of either sex, who, by their experi- 


ence in the work of religion, are 
qualified for that service, that month- 
iy meetings are advised, to select 
such under the denomination of El- 
ders. * And the Quakers have never, 
>y their discipline, or any other act, 
the Spirit 
of God to be ‘dubious.’ They ac- 
knowledge it to be en unerring 
cutde ; but as thev are also ful ly 
sensible of the frailty of human na- 
iure, they believe, that in every 
Christian community order is requi- 
site for the preservation of harmony. 
itis from this conviction, that ‘those 
who believe themselves required to 
peak in meetings for worship are 
not immediately acknowledged as 
ministers by their monthly mectings ; 
but time Is taken for yud; ment, that 
ihe meeting may be satistied of their 
samen ualification.” } LPhese month- 
iy incetings are open to all the 
«* A Summary of the History, Doctrine, 
and Discipline of Friends. Syo. pp 27. Sold 
y W. Phillips, London,” t Ibid, 


members of the society, when every 
one is at liberty to express his sen- 
timents on the cali of those whose 
ministry is under consideration. 
“The Reviewer has certainly said 
many handsome things of the people 
whose opinions he has endesvoured 
to controvert. Had he considered 
that ‘atree is known by its fruits, 
und that men do not gather grapes 
of thorns, or figs of thistles,” he 
would probdabiy have becn a hte 
more doubttul of bisown views of our 
principles, and have suspected that 
they have not that Injurious tendeucy 
which he supposes likely to How irom 
them. Some of his compiinients, 
however, ave so mixed with a dispo- 
sition for ridicule, that they are not 
likely to be very graciously received. 
His desires for our laying aside ‘a 
few colloquial pe eculiarities,’ &c. in 
order for our unien with ‘good old 
mother church,’ will not, 1 appre- 
hend, produce much eflect. The 
space between us ts too reat, and 
occupied by subjects of too much im- 
portance to render sucha union pro- 
buble. But if we cannot unite in 
church fellowship, we can love and 
respect the pious and virtuous of all 


dencuiinedens > and to no class of 


Christians can we more readily cone 
vey our estcem and respect, then to 

cons wriees"yeing songgguhdehehien eChurch 
of England; for many of whom, 
W ithin ths small circle of my know. 
ledge, I feel an unteigned affecuun- 
ate regard, aud can say, it always 
eives me much more pleasure to 
unite with, than to differ from, 
them. 

“ Tapprehend that I cannot close 
these casi better thon by alopbt- 
ing the words of a wiiter in the 
Christian Observer, in the very ioiio 
where the Review of Penn’s Like 
commences. With this view I] can 
cordialiy express “a fecling of regret 
that when the British and lercien 
Bible Society has done so much to 
mitigate the hostiiues of differen 
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sects, particularly the Charch 

the Dissenters, and is still exerc.sin 
its benign influence, to produc 
arreement in every point where 
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agrecment is possibile, and to render 
unavOldable diilerences, Charitable; 
in short, to reduce the world w uvo 
sects,—those whoare Chitistians, ana 
those who are 
exist writers who sympathize so tttic 
in this great object, as at least to 
endanger the incipient and increesineg 
harmony, abd io do wiat has an evi 
dent tendency to revive between ihe 
Establishment and the Dissent their 
former animesitics. Suray  otver 
times should be chosen for suci: la- 
bours.’ a 4.7 


none; there should 


On this communication we shall 
now proceed to make a few te- 
marks. 

1, Our respectable correspondent 
is not content with afiirming, wud e:- 
deavouring to prove, that we have 
laboured under mistake or misappre- 
hension in respect to the Quakers; 
but he charges us with * & disposi- 
tion to traduce and misrepresent? 
them, and with “& a want of charity 
by no means creditable eithcr to our 
justice orliberality.”” These are se- 
rious charges ; whether they are just, 
must be leit to the reader to deier- 
mine, after he shall have read tilts 
article. 

2. Our correspondent argues as if 
there were something uncandid and 
unchristian in the pubiic examination 
of the principles of Quakers, and 
particularly in any reference to the 
carly history of their Society. What 
benefit, he inquires, is to be derived 
from such a proceeding? Now it 
does strike us as not a little extraor. 
dinary that such a question should 
proceed from sucha quarter. What, 
we would ask in our turn, is the ten- 
dency of some of the most esteemed 
Quaker writings ? Is it not to contrast 
the conduct of the founders of their 
Society with that of other relizionists 
cf{the same period ¢ Isit not to bring 
other sects into discredit, the better 
to jyustily thelr own proceedings? 
rom the “ Journal” of George Fox 
down to the “ Principles’ of Henry 
‘Puke, it is, for example, one end of 
their publications todetach men from 
a “hireling ministry,” and to repre- 
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hey base a recht to 


ciicusate with all toeir mteht, the 


Journal of George 1 ise y hive 
| right te exhibit Lorieitures off 
Qasketisan. ane tose ehresagainsy 


a bircling ministry. alc: inet own 
manner. Thev wise a reat 'O Gf. 
monstrate. TH ibey can. i * truth” 
and * light” and * power” are to be 
found exciusively ameny thems, and 
to represent their founder and all 
his followers as inspired persons, 
We neither question their right to 
do all this, ner censure them for the 
exercise of thatright. Bui then we 
cdo expect in return to be allowed 
freely and calmly to examine their 
public pretensions, without being 
considered as either uncandid or un- 
charitable for so doing. Mr. Tuke 
himself admits, that the space be- 
tween the Quakers and the Church 
of England is too great, and occu- 
pied by subjects of too much im- 
portance to render an union be. 
tween them probable: and yet he 
expresses grief and surprise, that 
we should bring these important 
subjects into discussion; although 
we have shewn ourselves anxious 
to discuss 
hostility or irritation, but of real 
respect and good-will for the very 
persons from whom we differ. W hat, 
in truth, have we done but defenc 
ourselves? We have endeavoured to 
shew, that we bave reason and Scrip- 
ture on our side, when, notwith- 
standing the works of George Tox 
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and William Penn, and Robert Bar- 
clay, and Thomas Clarkson,and Hen- 
ry Puke, we still think it our duty In 
ihe Sight of God, net to adept 
Friends’ principles, but to continue 
me ubers of tue Church of England. 

3. Qur correspondent disapproves 
of our reverting to the period of the 
Commonwealth for our views of 
Quakerism. But surely, this also ts 
somewhat unreasonable. He him- 
seli refers us, in bis ** Faith of the 
People called’ Quakers,’’ to * the 
Journal of George Fox,’ as one 
‘whose testimony may have the 
more weight,” “ as he was instru- 
mental in gathering us (o be a pco- 
ple, and is generally 
the founder of our society.’’ — p. 7. 
We need not quote the high enlo- 
sium pronounced on the same inai- 
vidual by Mr. Clarkson; but shall 
content ourselves with referring to 
the testimony of Wtilam Peon, 
who. in his capacity of editor of a 
Journal, or Historical Account of 
tue Life, Travels, Sufferines. Carts- 
tian Iixperiences, and Lubes r of 
Love, in the Work of the Ministry, 
of that ancient, eminent, and faith- 
ful servant of Jesus Christ, George 
lox,’’* thus writes :— 

“Te was about that very same 
time” (the time of the Common- 
wealth) “ that the eternal, wise, and 
good God was pleased, in his infi- 
nite love, to honour and visit this 
benighted and bewildered nation, 
with his glorious day-spripg from 
on high; yea, with a most sure and 
certain sound of the word of light 
and life, through the testimony of 
a chosen vessel,” (meaning George 
lox), * to an effectual and blessed 
purpose.’’ p. vir. “ He was a man 
that God endowed with a clear and 
wonderful depth, a discerner of 
others’ spirits, and very mucha mas- 
ter of his own.’? Then follows a de- 
lineation of the character of George 
Pox, as a person sent of God, to set 
up his kingdom tn the hearts of men; 
which he closes with addressing 

a 


considered as 


_ * The edition before us is a folio, printed 
in 1765, 
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+ Friends,’ as those who “profess to 
walk in the way this blessed man 
was sentot God to turn us Into.’’ p. 
XXXI. 

After this, we are at some loss to 
Imagine OM What grouna Gur Correse 
pondent Can object to our reicrring 
to the times of the Com.onvea, he 
which were the times of this very 
George Fox. Tle titinates, that they 
were iimes clexcessive zeal. Itcan- 
not, however, be bis thtention, that 
the founder of Quakerism siould be 
comprehended in this censure; for 
he himseit has referved us to 
George box as a sote eulde. Mr. 
Clarkson, ip bis recent work on 
Quakerism, goes back to George 
Mr. Pein, as we 
have seeb, represents him ws a die 
vinely Comssissivuncd persca, sent 
to set up tne Kingdom ot Christ in 
the beari; and both Mr. Penn and 
Mr. Clarkson speak of his Journal as 
contat ing a full view of Quaker 
principles. We, therefore, natural- 
ly looked to the Journal of George 
ox, in preference to any other 
writings, ancient or modern, for in. 
formation on this subject; and we 
feel a full confidence, that no un- 
prejudiced person—we mean no per- 
son who is not himself a Quaker— 
who will read, as we have done, this 
Journal with care, will think that our 
Review of Clarkson’s Life of Pen: 
is justly chargeable with harshness, 
or with a want of candour and for. 
bearance towards the Quaker doc. 
trines. 

4. In one point, lndeed,we appear 
to have mistaken the fact. No wo- 
men, it seems, ever went naked 
through the streets; this practice 
having been coniined to men. We 
believe that we were misinformed in 
this particular, and that the autho- 
rity on which we relied does not 
justify our statement. hus far, 
therefore, we willingly admit that 
we were In crror. But our correse 
pondent blames us for adveriing 
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even to the case of men passing 
nuked through the streets, as if it 
were unfair to draw our facts from 
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a period when violence and folly 
were but too generally prevalent. 
It mav be necessary, theretore, to 
remark, that we should not have 
thought it right to produce such 
instances, had net George Tox, the 
accredited founder cf the Society, 
recorded them with approbation as 


the direct and immediate work of 


the Spirit of God. It was this cir- 
cumstance, and this circumstance 
alone, which seemed to us to con- 
nect them with Quakerism. “ From 
Warmswortiny| passed,’ says George 

Fox, “in the Lord’s power, to Bar- 
ton Abbey, where 1 had a great 
mecting ; from thence to Thomas 
‘Vaylor’s, and so to Skipton, where 
was a general meeting of men- 
triends out of many counties, con. 
cerning the afiurs of the church. 
A FRIEND wert naked througn the 
sown, deccaring truth, aad was much 
deaten,”” p. 399. ” eee Many 
ways were professors warned by 
word, by writing, and by signs ; 
but they would believe none til it 
was too late. Siiliam Sympson was 
OVED OF THE LORD, ¢0 foal several 
mes far three years, naked anid bare- 
g0ted before them, as @ sign to them, 
in marnxets. courts, towns, cities, to 
fricsts? houses, and to great men’s 
houses ; telling them, so Should the 
be stripped naked, as he was str ints 
naked. And sometimes he was mov- 
ed to put en sackcloth, and to be- 
smear his face, and to tel! them so 

would the Lord God besmear their 
religion, as he was besmeared.— 
Crreat aged be that poor inen 
nade reo,some wl ppings with how sC- 
whips "wail cartewhips, on his bare 
ais rricvous stoning and se eae 
ment i in three years’ time, before th 

ning came in, that they might have 
taken warning ; but they woud Not, 
and rewarded his love with crucl 
usare.’’ p. S23. 

Another © friend’? 1s mentioned, 
page, to have been 
moved of the Lard to 8) into Caur- 
lisle steeple-house, with a white 
out him. to shew the pres- 
SUpliCc Was 
and he puta 


in the same 


sheet 2b 
hvterians, &c., that the 
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halter about his neck, to shew them 
that an halter was coming upon 
them; “ which,” adds Gcorge Fox, 
“was fulfilled upon some of our 
persecutors, not long ufter.’’ 

We cannot belicve that our intel- 
ligent correspondent would diffe: 
from us in his judgment of such 
transactions, or of the propriety of 
ascribing them to che immediate 
movement otf Divine agency. And 
yet the book irom which these ex- 
tracts are made. 33 a stancard work 
among the Quakers; and the man 
who records these things #5 procecd- 
ing from the motions of ihe Holy 
Spirit, is held ap by thers as a di. 
vinely Inspired and divinely com- 
missioned teacher. Surely, then,we 
were not to biame in adverting to 
such circumstances, if it were only 
for the purpose of inducing our 
‘‘ frends,” and we call them = so 
without affectation, to reconsider 
this matter in all its bearings. 

And here, let it not be said that 


such cases prove only the abuse of 


tne Quaker doctrine of the teach- 
Ings ol the Spirit, as our Sale. ee 
dent wouldintimate. T hey are the 
statements and sentiments of their 
own icunder, accredited not only by 
William Penn, but by the whole 
Quaker body, who sanction and re- 
commend the publication of them. 

Nor are the instances of delusion 
we have already adduced by any 
means solitary lnstances—mere cx- 
ceptions from the general sobriety 
of George TVox’s character. They 
are in unison with almost every page 
of his voluminous work. We feel 
it iacumbent on us to verify this as- 
sertion by a few extracts. 

Atp. 16, George Fox, speaking 
of fimsed, teils us: “ Now was i 
come up in spirit, through the flam- 
ing sword into the Paradise ef God. 
All thu a 
creation gave another smell unt 
me than before, beyond what words 
can utter. I knew nothing but 
pureness. Innocency, and ric hteous- 
ness, beine renewed up into the 
image ef God by Christ Jesus, so 
that I 


ws were new, and all the 


' ce 
was come up to the state o3% 
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dam, which he was in before he feil. 
[he creation was opened to me, and 
it was shewed me how all things had 
‘heit names given them, according to 
‘heir mature and virtue. J was at a 
stand in my mind, whether I should 


practise PHYSICK fur the good of man- 


kind,seemmg the naiure and viriue of the 
ceeucures were so ofiencd to me by the 
Lord.’ He finally fixed on pivant- 
ry as his department of service. 
‘As 1 was waiking with several 
ae [ lifted up my head, and saw 
three stecepie-house spires, and they 
struck at my life. 1 asked thein 
what place that was? They said, Lich- 
jeid. Immediately the word of the 
Lord came to me, that I must go 
thither. Being come to the house 
we were going to, | wished friends 
to walk Into the house, saying o- 
thing to them whither I was to go. 
As soon us they were gone I stept 
away, and went by my eye over hedge 
and ditch til peony within a mile of 
Lichfield, where, in a great ficld, 
shepherds were keeping their sheep. 
Then was | commanded by the Lord 
to pull off my shoes. I stood still, 
for it was winter, and the word of 
the Lord was like a fire in me. So 
{ put off my shoes, and Icft them 
with the shepherds ; aud the poor 
shepherds trembled, and were aston. 
ished. Then I walked on about a 
mile ; and as soon as | was got within 
the city, the word of the Lord came 
to me again, saying, Cry, ‘Wo to 
the bloody city of Lichfield!’ So I 
went up and down the streets, crying 
with a loud voice, Wo to the bloody 
city of Lichfield! It being a market- 
day, I went into the market-place, 
and to and fro in the 
it, and made stands, c: ‘ying as before, 
Wo to the blondy city of Lichfield ! 
Aad no one laid hands on me. As I 
went thus crying through the streets, 
there seemed to me to be a channel 
of blood running down the streets, 
and the market. place appeared like 
a peoiet bleod. When I had de- 


clared what was upon me, and felt 
mnyseli clear, | went out of the town 
und, returning to the shep- 


In neacc, 


several parts of 


herds, gave them some money, and 
took my shoes of them again. But 
the fire of che Lord was so in my 
feet, and al! over me, that | did not 
matter to put on my shoes again, 
and was at a staud whether I should 
or no, ull I felt freedom from the 
Lord so to do: then, alter I had 
washed my feet, I put on my shoes 
avain. After this a deep conside- 
ration came upon me, for what rea- 
son 1 siiould be sent to cry against 
that cliy, and call it the bioody 
city! For though the parliament 
had the minister one while, and the 
king another, and much blood hac 
been shed in the town during the 
wars between them, yet that was 
no more than had belallen niany 
other places. Butafterwards I came 
to understind, that In the emperor 
Dioclesian’s time a thousand Chris- 
tians were martyred in Lichheld. Se 
I was to go, without my shoes, 
through the channel of their biood, 
and into the pool of their biood in the 
market-place, that [ might raise up 
the memorial of the blood of those 
martyrs, Which had been shed above 
a thousand years before, and lay cold 
in their streets. Sothe sense of this 
Llood was upon me, and | obeyed the 
word of the Lord. Ancient records 
testify how many of the Christian 
Britons suffered there. rs I 
could write of the sense I had of the 
blood of the martyrs, that hath Leen 


shed In this nation for the pame of 


Christ, both under the Ten Persecu- 
tions and since; but I leave it to the 
Lord, and to his book, out of which 
all shall be Jud; red; for his book is 
a mosi certain record, and his Spirit 
a true recorder.” Fox’s Journal, pp. 
48, 49. 

“Inthe afternoon I went to ano- 
ther steeple-house, about three miles 
off, where preached a great high- 
priest, calied a doctor, one of them 
whom Justice Hotham would have 
scnt for, to have spoken with me. 
] went into the steeple-house, and 
staid Uil the priest had done. ‘Lhe 
words which he took for his text 
were these: ‘ Ho, every one that 
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thirsteth, come ye to the waters; and 
he thai hath no money, come ye, buy 
and eat; yea come, buy wine and 
Mik without money and without 
price.’ Then was 1 moved of the 
Lord God to say to him, *‘ Come 
down, thou deceiver; dost thou bid 
people come treely, and take of the 
water of life freely, and yet thou 
takest three hundred pounds a year 
of them for preaching the Scriptures 
tothem?: Mlayst thou not blush for 
shame! Did the prophet [salah and 
Christ do so, who spake the words, 
and gave them forth treely ? Did not 
Christ say to his ministers, whom he 
sent to preach, lreely ye have re- 
ceived, freely give (’ ‘Vhe priest, like 
a man amazed, hasted away.’’ lox’s 
Journal, p. 51. 

“Alter some time I went to a 
meeting at Arnside, woere Richard 
Myer WaS, WHO bad been Oter haine 
ofoue oi his arms. IT was mcved of 
he word to S@y UNG him epohnest all 

‘Sten up Upun thy 
legs,’ for he was siting down ; and 
he stood up, and streicied out his 
arm that had becn lame a jong time, 
and said, * Best known unto you, all 
peopic, thatihis day Lb am healed.’ 
Yet is parents could hardly believe 
It; but after the meeting was done, 
had him aside, took off his doublet, 
and then saw it was true. He came 
soon alter to Swarthmore meeting, 
and there declared how toe Lord had 
healed bim Yet afier this the Lord 
cominanded him to go to York with 
a message from him; which he dis- 
obeyed, and the Lord’ struck him 
avain, so that he dicd about three 
quarters of a year after.” Ib. p. 95. 

* When Oliver Cromwell set forth 
a proclamation for a fast throughout 
the nation for rain, in a very great 
drought, it was observed, that as far 
as truth had spread in the North, 


toc people, 


there were picusant showers and 
rain enough; yet the South, in 


many places, was almost spoiled for 
want of rain. At that time I was 
moved to write an answer to the 
Protector’s proclamation ; wherein I 





told him: ‘If he had come to own 
God’s truth, he should have had rain; 
and that drought was to them a sign 
of their barrenness, and want of the 
water of life.’ ’?* Ib. p. 251. 

“ The same day (!658), taking 
boat, I went to Kin_ston, and from 
thence to Hampton Court, tu speak 
with the Protector about the suffer. 
ings of friends. I met him riding 
into Hampton Court park ; and before 
I came to him, as he rode at the head 
of his life guard, I saw and felt a Wall 
(or apparition) of death go forth 
against bim; and when I came to 
him, he looked like a dead man.” Ib, 
p. 282. The issue was, the Protector 
soon died. 

* About this time (1688), great ex. 
ercise and welghts came upon me (as 
had usually done before great revolu- 
tions and changes of government), 
and my strength departed from me; 
so that | reeled, and was ready to fall 
as I went along the streets; and at 
length I could not go abroad at all, I 
was so weak for a pretty while; tll 
I felt the power of the Lord to spring 
over all, and had received an assu- 
rance from him, that he would pre- 
serve his faithful people to himself 
through all.” Ub. p. 636, 

George Vox has also told us, (p. 
$25), * that when the Quakers were 
persecuted in New England, and put 
to death, he was in prison at Luncas- 
ter, end had a perfect sense of their 
sufferings, as though it had been 
himself, and as though the halter 
had been put about his own neck, 
although he had not at that time 
heard of it.’ But in truth, few 
great or interesting occurrences 
took place, of which George Fox 
did not receive, according to his 
own statement, Divine  premoni- 
tions, The death of Cromwell, the 
restoration of Charles II., the pun- 
ishment of the Judges of Charles L, 
the fire in London, the war with 
Holland, had all been previously 
revealed to him. We have met, 
however, but with one prophecy 
which is left to be verified by sub- 
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quent events; the rest appearing 
~ nave been fulfilied before their 
ang sagen It is the following :— 

~« This was the last meeting I had 
») Scotland. Phe truth and = the 
ower Of God was set over that 
ration, and many, by the power and 
Souit of God, were turned io the 
word Jesus Christ, their Saviour and 
feacher, whose blood was shed for 
and there is since a great 
great there zn 


pena, 


mcrvrease, and wid! be 


Bg Svtfand, though the time may be far 


listant at present. For when first 
iset my horse’s feet upon Scottish 
round, 1 felt the seed ef God to 
yarkle about me, like innumerabic 
parks Of fire. Not but that there is 
pundance of thick, cloddy earth of 
ypocrisy and falscness atop, anda 
nary, brambly nature, which is to 
x burned up with God’s word, and 
lowed up with his spiritual plough, 
clore God’s sced brings forth 
enly and spiritual fruit to his glory. 
put the husb andman is to wait in 
patience.”’ L’ox’s Journal, p. 263. 

Phe accomplishment of this pre- 
fiction is still fuiure: we b ileve 
aere. are at this day very tew 
Quakers in Scotiand. 

But the revelations of future events 
chich George Fox represents him- 
wif to we received, do not res- 
yect national revolutions exclusively, 
nether political or moral: they 
uil more frequently have a reference 
) the cases of particular individuals, 
y whom he or his friends were 
ppesed, and against whom he was 
structed, by divine inspiration, to 
cnounce judgments. 

A justice Sawrey and a priest 
Lampitt are stated to have raised 
persecutions against TFriends; and 
vey certainly appear, from Mr, 
rox’s Journal, to have conducted 
hemselves in a most unjustifiable 
dunner. Mr, Fox writes a letter to 
IIe tells the Justice, among 
uany other things, that God has 
ortened his days, and that he 
Hould be * gnawed and burned one 
yy? and should “feel the flame, 
nd have the plagues of God poured 
pon” him, and have his ® back 
146, 
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bowed down always.” It is added, 
“ this justice Sowrey was alterwards 
drowned.” p. 88. 

The letter to priest Lampitt be. 
gins thus: “* The word of the Lord 
to thee, O Lampitt.” The letter is 
filled with vehement reproaches, and 
threatenings of eter nalcun demnation, 
unless 0 ae ae Hie writes at the 
sume time, «= T be word of the Lord 
God to wl the people that follow 
priest Lampitt, whois a blind guide,” 
and denounces a wo generality upon 


them. ‘To onc of them in particutur, 
of the name of Adam Sands, “a very 


wicked and false man,’ and whom 
he addresses * Adam Sands, thou 
child of the devil, thou enemy of all 


rivhteousness,” he declares “the 
Lord will strike thee down ;’? * the 
plugues of God wre due to thee 3” 
und at the cio .¢ ol the letter, we are 
cateyorically inforised, © This Adam 
Sands dicd eeuades p. 91. 

In one of these letters, is this 


passage ¢ SF 
’ ? 
O Naked 


extraordinary ‘Tae Lord 
made one to 2 among you, a 
firure of your ess, and aga 
sign amongst you before your dese 
truction cometh ;’’ (p. 91); but we 
are not told to wiiat sex this person 
belonged. 

It would be endless to mentien al! 
the instances of divine judgement exe~- 
cuted on the epposcrs of Quakerism. 
One man, who played pranks at a 
mecting of Fricndsat Dorchester, and 
lolied out his tongue at “a friend?’ 
who was spcaking, as he lelt the 
mecting, came in the way of a bull, 
Which struck his horn under the 
man’s chin, and thurst his tongue 
out of his mouth, and swung him 
about on his horn in a hin aren 
manner. p, 293. A Mirs. Preston, 
abused him at Lancaster; but © the 
Lord God cut her off, and she died in 
a miserable condition,”? p. 303, In 
Wiltshire, the estates of some o ppo- 
sers wasted away; and of one John 
‘aes « the flesh rotted aw ay.” p. 345. 
In Cornwall, one Cojonel Robinson, 
a very wicked man and a cruel per- 
secutor of Friends, when gong 
what be called, “ a fanatic bunting,” 
was dreadfully gored by a bull, and 
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died soon after. Ifis fate is held up 
as an example of Ged’s * just judg- 
ment upon eg persecutors of his 
people.’ p. 347. AtLincaster, Daniel 
Fieming Is told to take heed, lest the 
hand of the Lord be turned against 
him for baving imprisoned the ser- 
vents of the Lord: “it was not long 

after this, ere Fleming’s wite died, 
and left him thirteen or fourteen 
motheriess children.’ p. 362. At 
Southam p ton, he tells some Ranters, 
that “the placues and judgments of 


(sod wouk | euedieke them,’ which 
accord ing! Vv took piace. p. 599. * Ile 


that was then Mayor of Cork, being 
very enviousucainst truth and fr iends, 
had many friends in prison; and 
knowing { was in the country, he 
sentfour warrants to take me: there- 
fore, ttiends were desirous that I 
might not ride throurh Cork, But 
being at Bandon, there eee io 
mein a Vision, a very ugly-visaged 
mon, ofa black end dark Jook. Niy 
spirit struck at bim in 
God. and it seemed 


to me, that I 


rode over him with my horse, and 
tiv horse lanl his foot en the side of 
his face.’ p. 407. We are not told 


What became of this Mayor of Cork. 
At Droitwich, a wicked informer 
was coming from the justice’s witha 
warrant against a friend, when he 
fell off his horse, and broke bis neck : 
“ the Lord prevented him, and cut 
him off in his wickedness.” p. 422. 
Nor is tuls power of Seanwerats: 
divine judgment, confined to Geor; ve 
Vox. We are told, among ot! er 
instances of the same kind, of Susan 
Frith, “a friend of Chesterfield,” 
who * was inoved of tae Lord, to tell 
hiny’? (the justice), that © if he con- 
tinued tn bis persecuting of the inno- 
cent, the Lord would cxecute his 
p ors upon nim. Soon after which 
he feli distracted and died.” p. 389. 
Alter these quotations, it seems 
scarceiy to require any farther proof, 
that George Fox, and the primitive 
Qnokers, Considered themselves as 
the subjects ot divect and immediate 


Inspiration ; that they regarded them- 


* fa : ° ? 
Review of Henry Tuke’s Faith of the Quakers. 


tie pow er of 





(Feb. 


selves as favoured, not mercly with 
those blessed visitations of the Holy 
Spirit of grace and truth which al 
truce Christians acknowledge as the 
only source of spiritual light and 
peace ; not mereiy with those Divine 
influences which alone can convince 
the soul of sin, lead it to Christ, and 
renew it in all holy obedience; but 
with immediate, palpable, Intelligi- 
ble communications of the will of 
the Almighty, wholly independent 
of any reference to 
there remain any doubt on this 
subject, the following extracts must 
remove It. 

At pege 20, George Fox tells us, 

The an d God let me see, when | 
was brought up into his image in 
righteousness aud holiness, and into 
the paradise of God, the state bow 
Adam was made a living soul, and 
also the stature of Christ, the mystery 
that had been hid froin ages and 
ecnerations.”? * Phe Lord God open- 
ed to me by his invisible power, how 
every man was enlightened by the 
divine hebt of Christ.” “ This I 
saw in the pure openings of the light, 
without the helo of any man ; neither 
did I then know where to find it in 
the Scriptures, though afterwards 
searching the Scriptures, I found it.” 


* On acertain time, as I was walking | 


in the ficids, the Lord said unto me, 
‘Thy name is written in the Lamb’s 
book of life, which was before the 
foundation of the world,’ and as the 
Lord spake it, I believed and saw it 
inthenew birth.” Then, after men- 
tioning some of the main dcectrines 
which he ** was sent forth into the 
world to preach’? by “the Lord God 
and his Son Jesus Christ,” he acids, 
‘These things [ did not see by 
the help of man, nor by the letter, 
though they are written in the letter; 
but I saw them in the light of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and by his imme- 
diate Spirit end shilpa as did the 
holy men of God by whom the holy 
Scriptures were written, 
ho sieht esteem of the Holy: Scrip. 
ous tA 


ures: they were very precio 
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me; for Tf was in that Spirit by 
wich they were given forth; and 
wiat the Lord opened in me, Lafter- 
yards found was agreeable to them.” 
» 21. 
‘« Moreover, when the Lord sent 
me into the world, he forbad me 
‘to put off my hat’? to any, high or 
ow; and IT was required to thee and 
thou all men and women, without 
ay respect to rich or poor, great or 
small. And as I travelled up and 
jowny I was not to bid people good 
yorroW, or good evening, neither 
mizht [ bow er scrape with my leg 
w anyone. This made the sects 
ind prefessions rage. But the Lord’s 
power carried me over all.” p. 22. 
As [ went towards Nottingham, 
on a first day in the morning, with 
iends to a meeting there, when I 
came on the top of a hill in sight of 
the town, Ll espied the great steeple- 
iouse ; and the Lord said unto me, 
‘Thou i.ust go cry against yonder 
creat Idol, and against the worship- 
pers therein.’ ?? p. 24. 

But on the subject cf steeple- 
houses, there appears to have been 
apretty general commission given 
to “friends ;’’ for we learn, page 
‘45, that about this tume (1657), 
‘friends that were moved of the 
Lord to go tothe stceple houses and 
Murkets, to reprove sin, and warn 
people of the day of the Lord, suf- 
fered much hardship from rude be O- 
pie, abd also from the magistrates.” 
And in a letter to friends,” onc 
ten by George Fox himself, in 1658, 
he admonishes them thus :-—* When 
aay Shall be moved to go to speak in 
a stcepte-house or market, turn into 
that which moves, and be obedient 
tuit; that that which would not go 
may be kept down: for that which 
ye not go will be apt to get up.” 

» we be 

“ The Quakers,” we are frequent- 
ly told, “ dwell in the eternal power 
voi God.’? Fox often speaks of him- 
self as passing on ‘in the dreadful 
power of God ;”’ of friends, as “dwel- 
ling in the power of God,” and of 
‘hese who resisted this “ power of 


3 


God,’”’ and who, therefore, “ flew 


like chaff before him,’ “so dreadful 
was the power of God in hin.’ (see 
pp. 148, 153, 157, 160, 200, 201, 
2035, &c.). In short, he maintains, 
that “iriends bad the seme power 
abd spirit that the apostles had and 
were In,”’ and that * in that power 
ana spirit the Lord gave us domi- 
nion over all.” p. S31. And he in. 
struct friends not to let “ the sons 
and daughters, nor the handmaids, 
be stopped in their prophesy ing rS, 
nor the young men in their visions, 
nor the old men in their dreams, but 
let the Lord be glorified ia all.” p. 
349. 

We shall content ourselves with 
two more extracts under this head. 

* As I was in bed at Bristol, the 
word of the Lord came to mie that 
I must go back to London. Next 
morning Alexander Parker or se- 
veral others came to me. I asked 
them, What they felt? They asked 
me, What was upon me! I told them, 
I felt I must return to London, They 
said, the same was upon them. So 
we gave up to return to London ; 
for which way the Lord moved and 
led us,thither we wentin his power.’’ 
p. 095. 

“ After this meeting in Glouces- 
tershire, we iravelled uil we came 
to Bristol; where | met with Mar- 
earet Fell, who was come to visit 
her daughter Yeomans. I had seen 
from the Lord a considerable time 
before, that I should take Margaret 
Fell to be my wile ; and when I first 
mentioned it to her, she teli the an- 
swer of life from God thereunto But 
though the Lord had cpened this 
thing to me, yet I had not received 
a command from htm for the accom- 
plishing of it then. Wherefore, I let 
the thine rest, and went on in the 
woik and service of the Lord, ac- 
cording as he led me 3 travelling in 
this nation, and through Tveland. 
But now being at Bristol, and find- 
ing Margaret Pell there, it opened 
in me from the Lord, that the thing 
should be accomplished.” p 412. 

It may be objected, however, that 
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these notions on the subject of divine 
communications, are conhued = to 
George Pox. and perhaps afew other 
individuals of that day of “excessive 
zeal.” But this Is not the case. 
They are embraced without reserve 
by William: Penn, who in his Pre- 
face to this very work, bears his un- 
equivocal testimony te their truth 
and genuineness. Nay,in ‘ the Mi- 
nutes and Acvices of the Yearly 
Mectings of Friends” published in 
1302, and published expressly for 
the reculation of the society at large, 
ministers are exhorted (p. 90) * to 
minister the word faithfuily, as it is 
manifested and reveaicd io them.” 
In the same work we find various 
other passages to the same effect ; 
and among them the following, 
which, it will be admitted, confirms 
the view we have given of this sub- 


ject, while it touches also upon ano- 


ther peculiarity of Quakerism. 

* Our testimony against tithes and 
forced maintenance in this Gospel- 
day, being received from Christ, our 
lead and Hivh Priest, is net of our 
own making or imposing, nor from 
the tradition of men; but what we 
have from him by whose divine fiower 
ae were raised uf to be a freofile, and 
by which we have been preserved 
to this day, knowing that his minis- 
try and Gospel are free, according to 
his own express command, ¢ Ireely 
ye have received, freely give.’ ” 

Equally unambiguous Is the testi- 
mony of Robert Earclay, who in his 
“ Apology” contends strenuously, 
“that Znward and immediate revelation 
is the on/y sure and certain way to 
attain the true and saving knowledge 
of God,”’ p. 26; and that “the zrward 
and immediate revelation of God’s Spi- 
vit, speaking in, aud unto, the saints, 
was by them believed as the eround 
and foundation of their hope in God 
and life eternal.”? And * the same 
continueth to be the object of saints’ 
faith unto this day.’ p. 37, 

It is true that Barclay, in con- 
tending for this doctrine of imme- 
diate revelation, makes his appeal to 
Scripture, and cites in abundance 
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such passages as these: “ If any 
man have not the Spirit of Christ, 
he is none of his.’ * No man can 
say that Jesus ts the Lord but by the 
Holy Giot.” Gut to assume that 
these and such like texts affirm the 
necessity of direct and linmediate re. 
velation, is bege@ing the whoie ques. 
tion. Weare as eager as Barclay 
could be, to maintain the absolute, 
the indispensable, necessi'y of the 
Holy Spiri’s agency In every partof 
the Chiistian’s progress from dark- 
nessto lirht. \3ita ourchurch we cdo 
nost unequivocally belteve, that itis 
from God, and from God alone, that 
“all holy desires. all good counsels, 
and ail just works do proceed ;?— 
that 1tis only * by the inspiration of 
His Holy Spirit,’ the thoughts of 
the heart can be cleansed. or we 
enabied * pericctly to love him, and 
worthily to magnify his holy name 
—;” and that it is only by * the 
working of the Spirit of Christ,” that 
“the works of the flesh and our 
earthly members are mortified,” and 
our * minds drawn upto high and 
heavenly things.’ But surely nei- 
ther the cordial belief and acknow. 
ledgment of these essential truths, 
nor the persuasion we feel that those 
only are true Christians who receive 
them and live under their influence, 
can be regarded as binding us te 
subscribe to the Queker doctrine on 
this subject. They donot bind us to 
admit the reality of any immediate 
and inward revelation which may be 
alleged, whether it respects truths 
already known through the medium 
ofthe Scriptures; or such new topics 
as the duty of preaching against stec- 
pie-houses and tithes, of keeping on 
the hat in courts of justice, or of sub- 
stituting thou for you and second day 
for Monday in common parlance: 
suillless do they bind us in consisten- 
cy to maintain, on the one hand, that 
we must wait for an zaward sen:ible 
movement of the Holy Spirit, before 
we do what the Scriptures teil us 
we ought to do, and what, through 
his holy influences, we have a will 
to perform ; or, on the other, that 
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we should be justified, by the appre- 
hension of such a movement, In say- 
ing or doing any thing, not com- 
munded in Scripture, which should 
violate the received maxims oi pru- 
dence and decorum, or sould run 


counter to our sober judgment of 


what was expedient to be said or 
done. Webelieve, indeed, that every 
good thought, as well as every good 
word and work, “* cometh down from 
the Father of lights,” and that, with- 
out him, “nothing is strong, nothing 
is holy 3’? but yet we believe that no 
internal movement, which we may 
fancy that we feel, however power- 
ful that movement nay be, would 
justily us, ior instance, in going nak- 
ed through the streets of this metro- 
polis, for a sin unto the people 3 in 
suffering ourselves te be imprisoned, 
rather ae lay aside our hats ina 
court of justice ; or in submiliting to 
distraint, rather than pay tlaucs o: 
land which we had purchased with 
the previous knowledge that it was 
subject to tithes. 

Our correspondent observes, that 
if a con.parative estimate were to be 
formed of the conduct of different 
religious denominations, during the 
reigns of Charles the First and Se. 
cond, he should have little reluctance 
in taking the part of the Quakers. 
We are nearly inclined to the same 
iadement. We certainly think their 
conduct much less exceptionable 
than that of many ethers; than that, 
lor instance, of the Ranters, Mugele- 
tonians, Fifth-Monarchy Men, &e. ; 
or even of those Presbyterians and 
Episcopalians who persecuted the 
Quakers. But who now stands up 
to defend the Ranters, Muggleteni- 
ans, or Pilth-Monarchy Men? Who 
now attempts to extemuate the per- 

eculting spirit manifested towards 
the Quakers, either in Tingland or 
America’ Who now vindicates the 
hypocrisy and cant of the Long Par- 
liament, or the profligacy exhibited, 
during the same period, by many of 
the sticklers for highchurch? Why, 
then, should the ancient extrava- 
sances of the Quakers be recorded 


tn massy folios, backed by all the 


weight wiich that most respectable 
sociely can give them? 

Our correspondents heaviest 
charge against us respects out hav- 
Ing ailirmed, when speaking ot * the 
light of Christ within,’? that some, 
in their zcai ior the hidden Cirist, 
actually denied the outward Christy, 
&c. Now, we certalniy did not mean 
to allirm, that in any acknowledged 
Wilitings oi the Quakers, such sentul- 
ments were to be traced. On the 
conwrary, cur examination of Bar- 
clay’s fiitcen propositions, and paru- 
culatiy of the 4th, 5th, and 6ch, fur- 
nishes of itself a reply to such a 
surimise. What we did mean to say, 
Was, Lhat the unguarded, and, in our 
VicW, ulsc: iptural menner mm which 
“the light within” was often insist- 
ed upon by the founders of Qu ker- 
Isiit, nad Jed occasionally lO TOSS 
errors in their followers. “dT was 
coramanded,”’ says George Fox, * to 
turn people to that zmzward light, spi- 

rit, and grace, by which ait might 
know their salvation and thetr way 
to God.”? p. 21.—I direcied the peo- 
ple “ to the spirit and grace otf God 
iu themselves, and to the ight oy evens 
in their own hearts”’ See pp. 57, 
62, 4 14, 129, 161, 207, &e. &e. 
“ ‘Take need to the lizht “ans YOily 
which is the light of Christ.” ‘Lhat 
which calls your minds out of the 
earth, turns them towards God, 
where the fiure Babeis born cf the 
VITGin viene ie Babe's food is known,” 
&c. Therefore all friends, the 
seed it Gens mind, and dwelj in, to 
rejen over the unjust ; and the pow- 
er of the Lord dwetl in, to keep you 
clear In your understandings, that 
the seed of God may reign in you 
all; the secd of God, which ts but one 
in all,is Christ, tn the male and fee 
male, which the firomise is to.” pp. 
245, 246. 

‘Tothe same effect William Penn, 
in his Preface to George Fox’s Jour- 
nal. informs us, that in order to find 
“ the right way to peace with God,” 
people “ were directed to the light 
of Jesus Christ within them, as the 
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seed and leaven of the kingdom cc 
God.” p. vii. The testimony of 
friends, he adds, ** was to the frinci- 
file of Godin man, the precious peail 
aud ieaven of the kingdom, as the 
only blessed means appointed of Gud 
to quicken, convince, and sanctily 
mun. p. ix. 6 Lheir main distine 
Luishing froint or principle wus the 
ght of Carist within, as God’s gilt 
for mans salvation.” p. x. Again: 
* ‘Lhe glory of this day, and founda- 
tion of the hope that has not made 
us ashumicd siiice we were a people, 
you kuow ts that blessed principle 
of light and life of Christ, which 
We proicss, and direct all people to, 
as te great Instrument and agent of 
mau’s conversion to God. It was by 
this we were first touched, and el- 
fectually enitghtencd, as to our ihe 
ward state, which put us upon the 
consideration of our latter end, catise 
ing us to set the Lord betore our 
eyes, and to number our days, that 
we might apply our hearts to wis- 
dom. In that day we judged not 
after the sight of the eye, or alter 
the hearing of the ear, butaccordimiy 
to the Jight and sense this blessed 
principle gave us; we judged and 
acted in refcrence iothings and por- 
sons, ourselves and others, yeu, lo- 
yards God our Maker; fur beiug 
quickened by it in our Inward man, 
we could easily discern the dilicr- 
ence of things, and feel what was 
rieht, and what was wrong, and what 
was fit, and what not, buth in rele- 
rence to religion and civil concerns.” 
“In the feeling of the motions of 
this principle, we drew near to ihe 
Lord, and waited to be prepared by 
it, that we might fecl those draw- 
ings and movings, before we ap- 
proached the Lord in prayer, or 
opened our mouthsin ministry.” pp. 
XXX, XXXH.- 

The Extracts from the Minutes 
and Advices of the Yearly Meeting, 
speak in many places the same lan- 
guage; the effect of these modes 
of expression, in leading men to 
form a contractcd and somewhat 
distorted view of the Gospel, must 
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have been enhanced by such pas. 
saves as represent redempuion and 
regeneration as synonymous, (see 
Preface to Journal of George Fox, 
p. X1.); an error, as we must take 
leave to call it, to which in his work, 
entitled ** Principles,’ &c. Mr. Tuke 
gives his respectable sancuon, by 
describing “Christian Redemption,” 
(p. 184), to sitenify the being born 
again. When we sce such pivus 
and excellent men, possessing, as 
they do,a more than ordipary acute- 
ness of intellect, thus coilound 
things so essentially cistinct inthem- 
selves, as the work of redemption 
eflected by Christ on the cross, and 
the work of regencration effected mm 
the heart of the beilever by the [oly 
Spirit, shall we wonder if some men 
of weak minds should go far beyond 
their intentions, and should resoive 
Whatever in Christianity is of an 
outward and corporeal kind, ite 
something inward and spiritual: 
This, we adinit, is an aduse of Qua- 
her principles, but an abuse to which 
they too casily and naturally lead. 

We are very ready to admin, that 
on the subject of our Lord’s divi- 
hity, the iaith of the Quakers in 
ecueral, aud of our excellent cor. 
respondent in particular, is ortho- 
dox; yet we think it stil true, that 
there is frequently much ambiguity 
in the writings otf Quakers on this 
grand point of Cliristian doctrine, 
although we do not recollect to 
have met with any passare which 
will not bear a favourable construc. 
tion. 

Our correspondent accuses us 
of unfairness m our citations from 
Barciay, respecting the inferiority 
of the Scriptures to the Spirit which 
eave them forth. We ought, he 
thinks, to have produced the tarther 
extract which he has presented to 
us. But we, for Gur paris, cannot 
perceive that that extract, when 
produced, impeaches in the slight. 
est degree our statement of Barcluy’s 
principles. We did not sey, that 
Barclay argued or allowed that the 
Divine inward revelations whica 
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lriends deem indispensably neces- 
sary to Salvation, contradicted either 
Scripture or sound and right reason; 
but ‘hat he maintained, “ that the 
inward revelations of the Spirit are 
not to be subjected to the testimony 
of Scripture, as to a touch-stone.’’ 
This is the identical proposition, 
against which our objection was di- 
rected, and which appears to us not 
only untrue, but pregnant with mis. 
chief; and those whe have foliowed 
us through the preceding part of this 
Review will not think, that either 
ilepapad™ or practically, it will 
prove a sufficient paneer against 
the deiusicns which such a doctrine 
1s calculated to produce, to sav, that 
itis * a certain maxim that what- 
ever any do pretending to the “pi- 
rit, that Is contrary to the Scrip. 
tures, be accounted and reckoned a 
delusion of the devil.’ We can 
readily believe, that neither the man 
who cried, Wo, wo, in so extraor- 
dinary a manner, to the blondy city 
of Lichfield ; nor the other man who 
went for three years naked through 
the streets, could be formally con- 
victed of disobeying the precepts, 
or denying the truths, of Scripture. 
But will that prove that they were 
not under a deJusion ? 

We have no objection to admit 
that the Holy Spirit is super ior to 
the Scriptures, and that it is [His 
power and influence on the hear 
which give them all their efficacy ; 
but it surely does not follow from 
this admission that they “ are not to 
be esteemed the principal ground 
tous of all truth and knowledee, as 


well as the adequ: ate pr imary rule of 


faith and manners.” ‘Tuis Barclay 
denies, (Apology, p. 67), affirming 
that the Scriptures are only a se- 
condary rule. We, on the contra- 
ry, hold, that they are to us the pri- 
mary and not the secondary rule ; 
and vet that they are a dead and tn- 
cperative letter, except as the Holy 
Spirit applies them to the heart, 
convincing us, by his influence and 
teaching.of sin, of righteousness, and 
ofa judyment to come; directing 
our view toour crucihed Redeemer ; 
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and renewing our hearts in holiness 
after the image of God. 

But, asks our correspondent, How 
can all this be, and we noi be con- 
scious of the Spirit’s operation ¢ 
We answer, that as we ascribe cvil 
thoughts to Satan’s sne¢gestions,; be- 
Ing taught by Scripture so to do, 
although we are not sensibly con- 
scious of those suygestions; so do 
we ascribe all good to the energies 
of the Holy Spirit of God, which, 
although we cannot directly trace 
them in operation, we perceive and 
acknowledge in their effects. He 
who made the mind of man at first, 
and endowed it with thought, con- 
sciousness, volition, unc derstanding, 
memory, taste, ju idgment, without 
our being able to comprehend how 
these wonderful faculties are pro. 
duced or strengthened scan and docs 
renew and sanctily all these facul- 
tics, and give them a divine and 
heavenly direction, withoucthe ne. 
cessity of distinct and immediate 
communications: the means which 
he employs are not less efficacious 
and admirable because they are ob- 
jects of our faith, and not of our 
feeling ; and because they are only 
known by the unspeakable blessings 
they impart. True Christians are 
conscious, Indeed, of experiencing 
in their hearts a growing fear and 
love of God and hatred of sin: they 


are conscious of the feelings of 


peace and joy in believing the pro- 
mises of the Gospel: they are con. 


scious of the desire and delight of 


communion with God by prayer. 
Nevertheless, that all these holy 
feclings are the work of the Spirit 
of God on the heart, in answer to 
their gracious breathings after bis 
presence and influence, is a matter 
not of consciousness but of faith. 
They believe its because God in his 
word has told them so, and their 
whole conduct is influenced by that 
beltei. 

The paper of our correspondent 
which we declined inserting, was 
a string of quotations from a variety 
of authors, to shew that all good was 
wrought in the heart by the Spirit's 
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influence. This proposition, howev- 
er, we not only did not deny, but we 
strenuously mainiained. Quakers 
also strenuously maintain it; but 
they maintain it, as we conceive, 
with adjuncts which are unscriptu- 
ral, and which are alse full of danper 
because leading to enthustasm. 

Our correspondent could, perhaps, 
have informed us whether in point 
of fact, any persons do actually mi- 
nister In Quaker congregations who 
are ignorant of letters. We were 
fully aware that 722 ¢Acory such were 
admissible to the ministry. We 
speke of the practice. 

On the subject of worship, we 
have only to observe, that we our- 
sc.;ves ure at some ioss lo conceive 
why the man who Jives under the 
habitual influence of the love of Gud 
—and ubless be thus lives, he is net 
aA true Christiui—-needs to wait for 
some further Divine mntimations as to 
the fit ttme of communion with God 
and Christ; or how he siould deem it 
a burden to jolu in vocal aspirations 
for fresh measures of heht and grace, 
or in vocal zscriptions of praise to 
him “who hath loved us,and redecnm- 
ed us with his own blood, and hath 
made us kings aud priests unto Ged.” 

Respecting the office of Elders, we 
drew our information from the Ex- 
tracts of Minutes published by the 
authority of the yearly meeting. 
These Extracts reconmmend to the 
society, to “lay hands suddenly on no 
man, and that the approved ministers 
and elders in the several monthly 
meetings, would tenderly advise those 
who come forth in public testimony, 
to walt patiently under a deep consi- 
deration of their state of infancy and 
childhood; and when their fruits af. 
ford sufficient evidence of their qua- 
lifications for so important a service, 
that such young nilnisters be report. 
ed to their monthly orquarterly meet- 
ingsywhich. upon solid and deliberate 
consideration, may, as In the wisdom 
of truth, shall deem meet, recom- 
mend to the mectings of ministers 
and elders,i3 order to their becoming 
members of these meetings.’ p. 96. 
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“ The meetings of ministers haye 
aright, as they see meet in the 
wisdom of truth, to advise, exhort, 
and rebuke any of their members, 
or any one who may travel in the 
work of the ministry, aS occasion 
may require, without being account. 
able for the same, to any montlily or 
quarterly meeting.’ p. 103. 

Is not this process, in point of 
fact, what we called it in our Num. 
ber for September, (p. 602), ** sub- 
stantially a human ordination !’” 

We fully agree with our corres. 
pondent, that this is not a ime when 
the hostility of different sects should 
be excited against each other. But 
surely he does not believe, that It is 
necessary, in order to avoid host- 
lity, to merge all our differences of 
scntiment. He himself professes 
to luve the Church of England, and 
niany of its members, and we fully 
believe him. Now, to say nothing 
of George V’ox’s Journal, or the Mi- 
nutes and Advices of the Yearly 
Meeting, what, we would ask, has 
been Mr. Vuke’s conduct! Has henot 
considered it as his duty publicly to 
reprehend several of the practices 
of the Church of England, which he 
conceives to be unchristian and su- 
perstitious ? See his “ Principles,” 
pp. 122, 125, 128, &c. 3; a work, one 
of the chjects of which 1s, ‘ to con. 
vey Information to persons who are 
not of his own religious persuasion,” 
p. 186. Nordo we blame him ior 
this proceeding. He is perfectly at 
liberty to state his own opinions 
on subjects which he deems impor- 
tant; and also to expose what he 
conceives to be the errors of other 
sects, provided it be done (and we 
freely admit that Mr. Tuke has al- 
forded no room for reprehension on 
this ground) with calmness and mo- 
deration. But then we claim the 
same indulgence ; we claim the same 
privilege of frecly stating our sen- 
timents on the published opinions 
and practices of other religionists, 
without becoming Hable thereby to 
a charge of hostility, and much Jess 
to a charge of wishing to “ traduce 
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and misrepresent” them ; of being 
iliiberal, uncharitable, and unjust. 

it is this charge which has induc- 
ed us to enter so largely into the 
present inquiry. We have been 
anxious to shew that there exists 
no ground for such an imputation 
on our motives; that, on the con- 
trary, whatever petty errors may 
have crept into our former review, 
it was marked rather by. the charac. 
ters of good will, moderation, and 
forbearance, than by those ofenmity, 
exaggeration, and uncharitableness. 
Having, however, been reluctantly 
compelled to enter so much at 
large into our own vindication, we 
are anxious that what we have 
said may have a farther use. We 
are arxious that it may lead our 
‘“ friends,” for so we must call them, 
to weigh well the momentous sub- 
jects we have brought before them; 
and in particular to consider,whether 
the cause of sound scriptural reli- 
gion is not more impeded than pro- 
moted by the sanction given by their 
highly respectable body to some of 
the views and practices which are 
developed, for example, in the jour- 
nal of George Vox ; and whether, as 
they have themselves "ractical/y re- 
nounced some of the most objec- 
tionable features in his system, it 
would not be the part of true wisdom, 
to suffer them to sink into oblivion, 
and not even to exhibit them either 
historically or sfieculatively to the 
world. There will still remain the 
solid, substantial, influential parts of 
their creed,—a belief in our Lord 
Jesus Christ, as the only Saviour of 
the world, and in the indispensable 
necessity of the Holy Spirit’s influ- 
ence to our renovation in the Divine 
image ;—a belicf, also,in a judgment 
to come, and in our absolute obliga- 
tion, if we would stand before God 
in that Judgment, to endeavour to 
rerulate our whole temper and con- 
duct, our inward and our outward 
man, according to the precepts, the 
example, the spirit of our Divine 
Master and his apostles. These 
are the grand doctrines which, we 
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have no doubt, operate effectually 
in the hearts of all, whether Quakers 
or not, who are actuated by love to 
God and man,—who are realiy re- 
newed in holiness aiter the Divine 
image. And when to the effect of 
these doctrines, on those among the 
Quakers who feel their truth and act 
under their influence—and the num- 
ber, we hope, is considerable—is su- 
peradded the operation of their ad- 
mirable system of discipline, com- 
mencing with earliest lite, and ex- 
tending itself universally over all 
the members of the body, we may 
at once perceive how the tendency 
of some parts of their system to cer- 
tain evils is counteracted. Butitis no 
light remark——and with pressing it 
upon the mature consideration of the 
more spiritual and inteliigent part 
of the Quaker body,we close this ar- 
ticle—-that as we believe the undue 
extent to which certain dogmas are 
carried in the creeds of Geneva and 
Scotland. have been a main cause of 
the scepticism anid religious indiffe- 
rence which prevail among the rea. 
soning part of the community In 
those countries ; and as we believe 
the gross absurdity of the Romish 
ritual to have been the parent of the 
recent infidelity of the continent; so 
we believe, that if religious coldness 
and formality, have been found to 
prevail in Quaker congregations, 
this effect is chiefly to be ascribed 
to the revolting nature of some 
of those parts of their system to 
which we have taken the liberty to 
advert. Persons who do not care. 
fully discriminate between what is 
scriptural and what is visionary, in 
any particular scheme of religion, 
are two apt, when shocked by the 
irrationality of one part of it, to dis- 
burden themselves of the whole. 





An Address, delivered before the 
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Tsland of Ceylon; and to the Rev. 


Messrs, Schnarré and Rhenius, of 


the German Lutheran Church, firo- 

ceeding as Missionarics to the coast 

of Coromandel, on Friday, Junuary 

7.1814, at the Freemason’s Hall, 

Great Queen Street, Londen. By 

the Rey. Craupius Bucnanan, D. 

D. London: Seeley and Hatch- 

ard, 1814. 8vo. pp. 67 
With unteigned satisfaction do we 
turn to this early proof of the bene- 
fits resulting from the late solemn 
legislative recognition of the com- 
mon interest, possessed by our In- 
dian fellow-subjects, in the grand 
charter of man’s salvation. Its in- 
fluence has been felt even prospec- 
tively; and several moaths before 
the act of Parliament is in force, the 
Court of Directorsof the East India 
Company, with a deyvree of hiberali- 
ty which reflects the highest credit 
upon them, have eranted, without 
any hesitation, the requisite license 
to these messengers of the Churches 
of Christ. Before they should pro- 
ceed to their destination, Dr. Bucha- 
nan was judiciously selected to ad- 
dress then, in the name of the soci- 
ety which sent them torth, on the 
means of duly discharging their sa- 
cred oftice. 

This address forms, as might be 
expected, a most valuable accession 
to the missionary library. Its sub- 
stance ouvht to be engraven on the 
heart of every candidate for mission- 
ary honours. It 1s not, however, 
our intention to enter at any leneth 
on the consideration of this Impor- 
taunt ch: Inge. The space occupied by 
ling review will not admit 
of tits. thes object rather 1s to ap- 
prize our readers of its existence, 
and to recommend it to their peru- 
sal. Vhey will find in this, as tn 
the former productions of the same 
indefatieable writer, much curious 
information, much sound Christtan 
Counsel, and much to gratify a ple 
ous taste. We must content our- 
selves with laying before them two 
extracts. which will serve to es a 
part; at least, of this commendatica. 


the prece 


“Let every page which you write be 
consecrated by sacred truth. Beware of 
that powerful self-deception, whose opera. 
tion is sometimes commensurate with a 
man’s zeal for his object, which leads him 
to practise pious fraud, to deceive for 
God’s sake, and to do partial evil under 
the hope and plea that great good may 
come. If you would keep at a remote dis. 
tance from such a temptation, avoid am. 
plifcation and embellishment in’ what 
makes for the credit and honour of your 
personal labaurs, or of those of your fellow 
inissionaries. Like great generals who 
ecount their victories in few words, leta 
modesty of description characterize your 
spiritual trophies, Though there be no 
one sentence in your page which is literally 
untrue, yet if the complexion and tenor of 
the whole give an impression which is 
false, an error is committed.” pp, 39, 31, 
© Let us inquire for a moment, what it is 
to deny Christ; for whether you hold a 
living in the church at home, or a mission 
living abroad, you may equally deny him. 

“ A minister of Christ denies Christ, 
when, instead of labouring in his service, 
and endeavouring to win souls,he hides his 
talent in a napkin, and lives in a state of 
decorous indolence; only appearing ccca. 
sionally in his sacred character, and then 
only to serve his own reputation, 

“ A minister of Christ denies Christ, 
When, while hie preaches to the people, 
though it be with splendid eloquence and 
apparent zeal, he so preaches that the of. 
fence of the cross ceases; and the world 
(which is at enmity with God) is not at ail 
disposed to be at enmity with him, or to 
reproach him for the dectrine which he 
maintains. 

“A minister of Christ denies Clirist, 
when he courts the society and is flattered 
by the applause of men who have no re- 
spect for the name or reli igion of Christ ; 
when he prefers science and talents, to pu- 
rity of heart, God’s law, and eternal truth ; 
and, instead of being ‘transformed in the 
spirit of his mind,’ carries about with him 
these words, written in legible characters, 
‘lam confe rmed to the wori? 

“ Many ministers, who have thus denied, 
and have beenthus ashamed of, Christ for 
many years, have at length denied them. 
Selves, and been ashamed of themselves; 
and have repented, with tears, and made 4 
‘good confession,’ and magnified their Sa- 
viour before the world, 

‘* My brethren, you may preach to the 
Hindoos, and say, © Repent, and be con- 
verted ;? while,at the same time, indolence, 
or avarice, or sensual passion, Seizes your 
own souls, and vou are quite indifferent 
about their repentance or conv — ex- 
cept as it auds to your own interest, cr the 
fame of your mission. 
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«Some, who have preceded you, and 
have been solemnly designated to the sa- 
cred work, have fallen away. They de- 
clined from sound doctrine, or they were 
seduced from pureness of living ; and, in- 
stead of doing the work of an evangelist, 
they have lived an useless burdea on the 
society Which supported them. 

‘| mention these things to warn you. But 
{have more pleasure in directing your view 
to other servants of Christ, whose bright 
example has illumined the east,—who lave 
been patterns of faith, diligence, prudence, 
and fortitude. From the ministers of the 
iwo Churches to which you respectively be- 
log, I shall select two illustrious charac. 
ters, Who have left a great example for 
them that follow. I meen the venerable 
Swartz, of the Lutheran Church; and the 
late Rev. David Brown, of the Church of 
England, These men did not denv Christ. 
Thev did not love father or mother more 
than Christ. ‘They took up their cross and 
fliowed Christ. If you knew, as well as 
1 do, the conflicts which they were called 
upon to sustain in the East, vou would see 
low fitly the words of our Lord might be 
applied to them :—* Behold, | send vou 
forth as lambs among wolves. But, be- 
ware of men’ If you knew, again, the 
conjoined wisdom and innocence which 
they mamfested in these conflicts, you 
would acknowledge that they studied to 
vbey our Lord’s admonition ; * Be ve wise 
us serpents, and harmless as doves’ The 
character of both was marked by an extra- 
ordinary liberality of sentiment in regard 
tothe differences in religious profession ; a 
lL berality which others, in a confined sphere 
could not well understand. In a word, 


‘they endured unto the end,’ and both of 


them were enabled to glorify God in their 
deaths, by the manifestation of a joyful 
hope in the view of their dissolution. And 
‘ter death God was pleased to honour 
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GREAT BRITAIN. 
in the press: An edition of Swift’s Works, 
with addttions, in 19 vols. 8vo., by W. 
S ott, Esq. ;—An edition of Gray’s Poems, 
in Q ) vols. 8vo., by Mr. Mathias ;---Lnscrip- 
Ons, triumphal and sepuichral, recording 
the acts of the British Army in the Pe- 
sinsula, by R. Southey, Esq. ;---A Praxis 
ithe Hebrew, Samaritan, and Syriac Al- 


Ce, 


their faithfulness. The East-India Com- 
pany erected a monument, as a testimony 
of their reverence for the apostolic Swartz, 
and engraved on it a record of his labours ; 
and to their late Senior Chaplain, Mr 
Brown, thev have rendered a tribute of 
respect yet more munificent, by providing 
for his numerous family. 

‘1 have thought that this short record 
of these good men would find a proper 
place in an address to young ministers who 
are in your circumstances. Be ye also 
followers of them, who, through faith and 
patience, have inherited the promises.’” 


In an Appendix, Dr. Buchanan 
has favoured us with some notices 
of the last hours of the Rey. David 
Brown, which serve to illustrate bis 
heavenly-mindedness, and his devo- 
tion to his Master’s will. It ought 
to be known of this eminent servant 
of Christ, that although, as Senior 
Chaplain of the Company, his pro. 
per church was that of the Presi- 
dency ; he was nevertheless so anx- 
ious to fulfil, as far as was in his 
power, the duties of a Missionary, 
that he instituted public worship 
gratuitously, for the native Chris- 
tians and lower orders of the people 
generally, at the mission church, 
which is private property. On a 
marble in the chancel of this church 
is the following inscription :-—* ‘l’o 
THE POOR THE GOSPEL WAS PREACH. 
ED IN THIS CHURCH BY THE REY, 
DAVID BROWN, DURING A PERIOD OF 
TWENTY-FIVE YEARS.” 


phabets, with a Hebrew and Arabic com- 
parative Vocabulary, and the book of Job 
in Hebrew, with Miss Smith’s translation, 
by the 3B: shop of St. David’s s---the thud 
Volume of the 1). ge av-Book, conta. 
ing the Counties Leicester, Warwick, 


Stafford, Salop, se Chester, an nd art of 


North Wales, bv the Rev. W. Bawdwen ; 
---A Literary History of the Midd lle Ages, 
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by the Rev. Joseph Berrington ; and a vo- 
lume of Sermons, by the late Rey. John 
Evans, of Abingdon. 

Preparing for publication :---Another 
pamphlet, by Lord Erskine, on the Causes 
and Consequeuces of the War;—A_ fac- 
simile of the Alexandrme Ms. of the 
Greek Pentateuch, preserved in the British 
Museum, by Mr. Baber ;—A_ new edition 
of Sir W, Dugdaje’s History of St. Paul’s 
Cathedral, price 10/. 10s., by Mr. H. Eliis, 


of the British Museum;—A History of 


the Quarrels of authors, by Mr. D’tsraeli ; 
--Researches among the Ruins of Babylon, 
in 1811, by Captain Lockett, with plans 
and views ;—Sir W_ Ousceley’s Travels, in 
1810, 1811, and 1812, in Persia, Armenia, 
Turkey, &e., with maps, views, &c. ;—and 
Speeches of Mr Fox, in the House of Com- 
mons, from 1768, to 1806, with Memoirs, 
&e., in 6 vols. 8vo. 


The subjects of the Chancellor’s prizes 
at te fur the ensuing year 
Latin veise: Germanicus Cesar Varo Le 
gionib: aie bene solvit.—For an Bagiis! 
Essay: i comparative estimate of the En- 
gitsh Literature of the 17th and 18ta Cen- 
turies.—For a Latin Essay De Ephoro- 
rum apud Lacedemonios M.:gistratu.—Sir 
Roger Newdigate’s prize: Nzobe 

Subiects for Sir W.Browne’s gold medals 
for 1814: Greek ode, Wellingtonus regionem 
tallicam, Pyrenwis montibus subjectam, <e- 

piciens.— Latin ode: Germania Lip ISLE VIN= 
frcata. ret am: Victor iterum fugier ns. 

The subject of the Norrisian Priz- Essay 


—_— 
Are y— POF 


for the ensuing year is, ** The B: aptism of 


John,—was it from heaven, or of men?” 

The suljects appointed for the two prizes 
given by the Representatives in Parliament 
for the University of Cambridge, for the 
best exercises in Latin prose for 1814, are, 
Senior Bachelors: Utrums ex homiuldus fae 
naticis, an scepticts, plus detrimenti wong bii- 
ca cupiat.* Middle Bachelors : Quo magis 
Instituta civilia et ecclesiastica inter se con- 
rentant, co melius Rempublicain adminis. 
trare licet. 

The subject of the dissertation for the 
Hutsean prize for the present year is, “On 
the Comparative Value of Prophecies and 
Miracles, as Evidences for the Truth of 
Christianity.” 

Inthe Transactions of the Royal Society 
tor 1813,is contained “An account of some 
Organic Remains found near Brentford, 
Middlesex.” The specimens have been 





* See s me remarks on 


this subject, in 
our last Number, p. 25, 


taken from two fields not contiguous to each 


other; one about half a mile north of Kew 
bridge, the other ubout a mile to the west- 
ward of the first, and a mile north of the 
‘Thames, In the first field, the strata are, 
Ist, sandy loam, about seven feet thick, the 
lowest two shghtly calcareous; 2d, sandy 
gravel,a few imches thick ; 3d, loam slightly 
calcareous, from one to five feet,w ith small 
patches of peat intervening ; 4th, gravel, 
containing water, varying from two to ten 
feet; Sih, blue clay, which ex:ends under 
London and its vicimty to the average 
depth of about 200 feet, «nd contains figur- 
ed fossils, pyrites, and many detached no. 
dules In the Ist strattnm., no remains of an 
organized body bas been found. Inthe 2d 
stratum, snalshelts, and the shells of river 
fish have been found, and a tew bones of 
land anmats. In the Sd stratum, the horns 
and bones of the ox, and the horns, bones, 
and teeth of the deer have been found, and 
aise snad shells, andthe shells of river “fish, 
in the 4th stratum were found teeth and 
bones of both the African and Asiatic ele. 
vhant, tecth of the hippopote nus, benes, 
horns.and tecrhoftheox. A tusk ofan ele- 
phaat measured, as it lay on the ground, 6 
feel 3 neues, but, in attempting to remove 
it, it broke mto small pieces. When this 
strattum dips into the clay, and becomes a 
mixed mass, as before stated, it is seldom 
without the remains of animals, In the Sth 
stratum, namely, the blue clay, the extrane- 
ous fossils are entirely marine,with the ex- 
ception of some specimens of fiuit and 
pieces of petriiied wood. The other fossils 
from this straium are nautill, oysters, pinne 
marine, crabs, teeth and bones of fish, and 
a great variety of small marine shells. ‘This 
stratum has been penetrated hitherto in 
this field, only to the depth of thirty feet, 
throughout whichthe specimens found were 
dispersed, without any regularity —In the 
second fiek 1, the strata are, 1st, sandy loam, 
8 or 9 tect, the lowest three slig tly calls. 
reous ; 2d, sand, becoming coarser towards 
the lowest part, and ending in sandy grave] 
from Sto 8 feet; Sd, sandy loam highly 
calcareous,its up sper surface nearly level, but 
gradually in creasing in thickness from a 
feather edge to nine feet Below this are 
two strata of gravel and clay, as in the other 
field. In the Ist stratum, no organic re- 
mains have been observed. Inthe 2d, but 
always within two fect of the $d stratum, 
have been found the teeth and bones of the 
hippopotamus, the teeth and bones of the 
elephant, the horns, bones, and teeth of se- 
veral species of deer, the horns, bones, and 
teeth of the ox, and the shells of river fish. 
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the remains of hippopotami are so ex- 
yeinely abundant, that in turning over an 
grea of =120 yards, parts of six tusks have 

pees found of this animal, besides « tooth, 
and part of thehornofa deer, partof atusk, 
jad part of a grinder of an clephant, and 
the horns, with a small part of the skull, of 
ay ox. One of these horns was found to be 
54 inches in length, following the curve, and 
iye in diameter at the large end; it was 


found impracticable to remove it, otherwise 
than in tragments, which are preserved, and 
will prob; bly be put together ihe im- 
mense size of this hornis rendered more 
remarkable by anctier horn from the same 
spot, whichis but Ginches long In the sd 
stratum, have been tour d the horns, boues, 
and teeth of the deer, the bones and teeth 
of the ox, together with snail sheils, and 
the shells ‘ot river fish. 








LIST OF NEW 


THEOLOGY. 

UA Dictionary of the Holy Bible, contain- 

ng an tdistorical Account of the Persons ; 

4 Geographical and Historical Account of 
ee Places; a literal, critical, and systema- 
tical Description of other Objects, whether 
natural, artificial, civil, religious,or military; 
ad the F.xplication of the Appellative 
rooms mentioned in the Writings of the 
Odarl New ‘Testament. By the late Rev. 
Joun Brown, of tiaddington, Professor on 
Divinity tlacici thie Associate oynod, Ne 
edition, intwo neat packet volumes, Pog a 
Life of the Author, and two accurately co- 
loured Maps. price 10s. 6d boards. 

The Operations of the Holy Ghost, iflus- 
trated and confirmed by ser iptur al Autho- 
rues; im aserics of Sermons, by the Kev. 
Fred. Nolan. 8vo. 12s. 

A Map of Palestine, or the Holv Land, 
with an Historical Account of the Israchies, 
from the earliest Period of their History to 
thear final Dispersion; setected trom the 
Writings of W. Croxall,D D Archdeacon 
of Salop. 7s. 6d the sicet. is, canvas and 
case. 12s. Canvas and roller. 

A Treatise on Spiritual Comfort, by J. 
Colguhoun, D. D. 12mo. 4s. 6d. 

Bampton Lectures; by the Rev. John 
Collinson, M. A. 8vo. 10s. 6d. 

itvidences of Revealed Religion, on a new 
avd original Plan; betng an Anpeal to De- 
stsontheirown Principles of Argument 4s. 

he Vision of the Beloved Disciple; a 
sermon onthe Portion of Scripture appeint- 

Ltor the Epistle for ‘Trinity Sunday; by 


iw Rey. James Rudge, M. A. Lecturer of 


Limehouse, ls. 6d. 

Vhe Necessity of Revelation to teach th 
Doctrine of a Future Life ; a Sermon, b 
john Senrich, A. M. Qs. 

A Thanksgiving Sermon, preached 13th 
lan, by the Rev, C. J. Lyon, B.A, Is. 
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MISCELLANEOUS, 


Viographical Anecdotes of the Rev, John 
Tatchinss, the Historian of Dorsetshire; 


wWthe Reve G. Bineham, B.. being No. 
ZZVV. of © Bibliotheca Lopographbica 
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PUBLICATIONS 


Memoirs of the Life and Ministry of the 
late hay v. Lhomas Spencer, of Liverpool; 
by Thomas Raffles. 12mo. 6s. 6u, 

‘Lite Memows of a celebrated Literary 
and Political Character, from the Kesigna- 
tion of Sir Robert Walpole, in 1742, to ihe 
Establishment of Lord Chathan’s second 
Administration, in 1757. Written by hime. 
scif. 8vo 7s Od. 

Les Nouvelles Heroines Chretiennes, ou 
Viesiidifiantes de quinze jJeaues Persouncs, 
suivies du Tableau des pitts jeunes \ lerges 
mmimolées peur 1a Foi, et pics niées, par 
Py il se, a laVeneration publique. 

Fa ; Attiraits cle la Movale,atula Vertu pa- 
rév de tous ses Charmes, et PAri de iendre 
heureux ceux qui Lous entourenl. 7s. 

The Pleosures of Religion, m Leiters 
from Joseph Felton to iis son Charles; by 
Marv Gratton. Svo. Is Gd 
Maternel Solicitude for a Daughter's best 
eresis ; by Mrs. Taylor, of Ongar, Ss. 
Northern Campugn, trom the Com- 
mencementof the War 18i12,t0 the Armis- 
lice, S13; by John Plillippart, Esq. 2 vols. 
Svo_ li. ils. Oc. 

‘Phe Works of Sir William Temple, Bart., 
complete. To which is prefixed, the Life 
and Character of the Author, considerably 
neers 4vols. 8vo. LE 12s. Gal. 

The Nataral ean ry OF British losects, 
explaining them in tle several States, with 
the Periods of their ‘I iiieadiaiminiiegee there 
Food, Economy, &c 3; by E. Donovan, 
Pon. S. With 36 coloured plates. Vol. 
XVI. reyal Svo. ib. 1s. 

A Descriptn e Catalogue of Mathemati- 
cal and Scientific Instruments and Appara- 
tus; by Claries Biunt. 

The Bride of Abvaos, a ‘Turkish Tale, in 
two Cantos; hy Lord VPON SVO. Ss. Od. 

The Missionary, a Poem. 7s 66 

T). scription of the Retreat, an institution 
near York, for Insane Persons; by S. 'Tuke. 
4to. 12s. Svo.7s, 64. 

Leners from the Levant; 
Views of the State 
>; MAIONS 


Int 


containing 
of Sock iV, Manners, 
and Commerce in Greece, and 


’ 


seve 7 of the prinempal Islands of the 
Archipelago ; by Jolin Galt, 8vo. 10s, 6d. 
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from 


Travels in the Pyrenees, translated 
Gold, 


the French of M. Ramond; by F. 
Svo, Gs, 

Copleston Przlectiones Academica, 8vo. 
15s. 

View of the Progress and present State 
of Animal C hemistry ; by L.J. Berzelins, 
M.D. 8vo. 3s. 6d. 

A View of the System of Education at 
present pursued in the Schools and Univer- 
sites of Scotland. With an Appendix, 
containing Communications relative to the 
University of Cambridge, the School of 
Westminster, and the Perth Academy ; to- 
nether with a more detailed account of the 
University of St. Andrew; by the Rev. M. 
Kiussell, M.A. 8vo, 6s, 

Introduction to Perspective, adapted to 
the Capacities of Children, in a series of 
pleasing and familiar Dialogues ; by Mr. 
Mavter. 8vo. 10s. 6d. 

‘Tbe Edinburgh Annual Register for 1811, 
in two Parts, or Values, being Volume the 
Fifi of the series. 11. 4s. 

Thoughts on the Origin and Descent of 
the Gauel; with an Account of the Picts, 
Caledonians, and Scots; and Observations 
relative to the Atithenticity of the Poems 
¥ Ossian ; by James Grant, Esq. of Corry- 
mony, Advocate, Evo. 16s. 

Phe Pantologia; comprehending a com- 
niete Series of Essays, ‘Treatises, and Sys- 
tems, alphabetically arranged ; with a gene- 
val Dictionary of Arts,Sciences,and Words; 
and presenting a distinct Survey of Human 
Genius, Learning, and Industry; by Jolin 
Mason Good, Esq, F.RS, Ohothus Gre- 
gory, LL.D. and Mr, Newton Bosworth. 
12 vols, roval 8vo. QOL. 

‘Fhe Worth of a Penny, or a Caution to 
keep Money; with the causes of the scarci- 
tv, aud misery of the want thereof, in these 


Feb, 


lard and merciless times; as also, how to 
save itin diet, apparel, recreations, &c. ; and 
also, what honest courses men in want may 
take tolive; by Henry Peacham, Master of 
Arts, sometime of Trinity College, Cam- 
bridge. Reprinted from the edition of 
1667. 8vo. 7s. 

Memoirs of the Analytical Society, 1813. 
4to. 15s. 

Evening Amusements, or the Beauty of 
the Heavens displayed, for 1514; by Wil. 
liam Friend, Esq. M. A. 12mo. 3s. 

Carmen Triumphale ; for the Commence. 
ment of the Year 1814; by Robert Southey, 
Esq , Poet Laureate. 4to. 3s. 

The Vision ; or Hell, Purgatory, and Pa. 
radise of Dante ; translated by the Rev. H, 
F.Cary, A.M. 3 vols. S2mo. 12s, 

Further Considerations of the State of the 
Currency, in which the means of restoring 
our circulation to a salutary state are fully 
explained, and the injuries sustained by the 
Public Treasury, as well as by the National 
Creditor, from our Present pecuniary sys- 
tem, are minutely detailed ; by the Earl of 
Lauderdale. 8vo. 6s. 

‘Yables of the Parliamentary Representa. 
tion of Creat Britain and Ireland, with the 
Patronage and Proprietorship of the seve. 
ral Counties, Cities, and Boroughs. Folio. 

Travels in the Caucasus and Georgia, 
during the vears 1807 and 1508, by com. 
mand of the Russian Government; by 
Julius Von Ktaproth, Member of the Impe- 
rial Academy of Sciences of St. Peters- 
burg, &c. 4to. 

Observations made on a Tour from Ham- 
burgh, through Berha, Gorhitz, and Breslau, 
to Silberberg ; avd thence to Gottenburg, 
passing through the late Head-quarters of 
the Alhed Armies ; by Robert Semple. 
8vo. 75. 


RELIGIOUS 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE 
SOCIETY, 
Some select Extracts from the C Correspon- 
dence of this Society since the publication 
af the Ninth Annual Report have been 
printed and circulated. We pronose to 
give the substance of them, 

1. From Copenhagen we learn, that the 
resolution of the Committee to print 5009 
additional copies of the Icelandic New 
‘Festament was on the point of being exe- 
cuted. “ This generosity,” it is observed, 
*Stowards the poor Icelanders, could not 
have been apphed to more deserving ob- 


jects. _— in assiduitv in revwding the Serip- 
tures when thev have access to Chem, and 
the veneration ia which they dotd their 


INDE 


DLLIGENCE, 
contents, give the fullest anticipatory assu- 
rance that the ¢rand object the committee 
have in view will be attained in that island.” 
It was intended shortly to send a number 
of Bibles and Testaments to Norway, where 
the want of the Scriptures was greatly felt. 
A farmer, eager to possess the Bible, had 
ofiered a cow at the next market town for 
one, butia vain. There were none for sale, 
and those who possessed a Bible would not 
sell it for any price. 

2. From Zurich we learn, that the ‘* Bible 
Institution prospers wonderfully. 

A Bible Society has been canst at 
ose in Esthonia, under the patronage 
ofthe Dean. In that district, Mr. Patterson 
states, that among 106,000 inhabitants, 20 
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ue had taken in the business. 
will prove of great importance to the cause 
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yestaments are not to be found. Thousands 
had never seen a New Testament, and 
many pastors had it not in the vernacular 
tongue ; although there are great num bers 
of very pious peuple, and, among the rest, 
11,UUU persens conne cted with the United 
Brethren, in this district. An edition of 
10,v00 ‘Vestaments was to be forthwith 
printed, 

Another Bible Society, to be called the 
Courland Bible Society, has been formed at 
Mitau in Courland, with the full concur. 
rence of the principal clergy, and under the 
patronage of Count Meden, President of 
the Consistory. ‘Lhe meeting for this pur- 
pose took place in the hall belonging to the 
nobles, Where persons of all rauks assem- 
bled. The business was opened by Count 
Lieven. “ The subscription,” says Mr, Pa- 
terson, ** I hear, will amount to about SOCO 
rubles; asum, considering what this pro- 
yince has sullered by the cilamities of war, 
nore than double whatever could have been 
expected from the first meeting of the So- 
ciety ; but a fire is kindied by the Lord in 
the Russian empire which warms every 
heart, and inflames them with zeal to follow 
the example of their much beloved mo- 
narch.”? 

A third society has been formed at Riga, 
roueh the ins tramentality of the same in- 
le lefatizable servant of Christ, Mr. Paterson, 
in which the Consistory and some noble- 
men teok the chieflead. Mr, Paterson ex- 
pects great things from this society, which, 
afier that of St. Petersburgh, he thinks will 
be the first on the Continent. A fourth so- 
ciety has been formed at Dorpat, and a fifth 
it Reval, still under the same Kind of pate 
mage. ‘The society ut this last place are 
about to print a large edition of the New 
Testament, and Myr. Paterson adds, * the 
transiation in the Revalian dialect, is sup- 
pused to be one of the best in Europe.” 

After completing these vreat objects, Mr. 
Paterson returned to Petersbur: zh on the 
Jd of July, when he found that on the 
same day on which the society was formed 
© Reval, a Bible Society had been estab- 
lished in Moscow. At the first meeting, 
tie Bishop and a number of his clergy were 
present, and subseribed largely. 1 ‘he Bishop 

iblicly thanked Mr. Pinkerton forthe part 
This society 


th 


) Xussia. ‘here are now seven Bible so- 

ccties inthe Russian empire, including that 
tt Abs in Finland.” 

A peasaat, living beyond Moscow, had 


ritten to Prince Galitzin, the President of 


tepehiiype!} ] , 
'@ Peiersburgh society, begving a large 


0 Bibic to read to nis tamily and neg h 


bours, and sending five rubles to pay fog its ° 


carriage. Another peasant offered to sub- 
scribe 20 rubles yeariy, and presented the 
society with some leather for binding the 
Bibles. 

4. The Rev. L. Van Ess, the Roman Ca- 
tholic Professor of Divinity at Marburg, in 
giving an account of the distribution of 
5900 German Testaments put into his hands 
by the Bible Society, observes, that the 
eagerness to read the Scriptures is very 
great, and the application of the indigent 
fur New Testaments very frequent. ‘The 
bishop had allowed the introduction of 
New ‘Testaments into Catholic schools. 
‘This was very important, as scarcely one 
schoolmaster in twenty was furnished with 
a Bible, and in most schools the Bible was 
not atallto be met with. About 8000 co- 
pies are wanted forthis purpose. ‘* Never,’’ 
adds this excellent minister, ‘were the 
minds of men more accessible to the Word 
of Lite; never was the necessity of religious 
comfort so deeply felt; never was the en- 
tranee of the Kingdom of Heaven more 
widely open than now.” ‘* If you possibly 
can, afford farther assistance to us y that ei 
true light and knowledge of Jesus Christ it 
his Divine doctrine may penetrate the Car ee 
ness of the Catholic schools, and the rising: 
generation be trained up in pure Christian- 
ity, and become worthy members uf ehrist’s 
kingdom ” 

5. ‘The Rev. Dr. Brunmark, Chaplain to 
the Swedish Embassy in London, paid a 
visit to his native country in the summer, 
He met with a gracious reception from his 
own government, and from his countrymea 
every where, in consequence of hie con. 
nexion with the British and Foreign Bible 
Society. The society at Stockbolm had 
printed 9000 Swedish Bibles and 19,600 

‘Testaments, and were printing 2000 more 
Bibles. Through the exertions of Dr. Brun- 
muark,a Bible Society was established at 
Westeras, for Westmania and Dalecarlis, 
under the patronage of the bishop and cler- 
ey of these provinces. ‘Tle Finnish New 
‘lestament was printing, and would be 
ip NSiEs Lin the autumn. 

Phe convicts on board the Three Bees 
saaaie ship appear to have been great!» 
benefited by the Bibles furnished thent by 
the Society, On the passage, 17U of them 
united in a letter cf thanks to the Society 
“Your gift,” they observe, “ives a thew 
train to our ideas, a new object to our 
hopes : : 
seeking the kingdom of Goud, it assures us 
we are in no wise cast out,” 

7. fn India, many conies of bei e Serip- 
tures had b , 
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Portuguese, and the present had always 
been thankfuliy received, and in some cases 
with tears of joy and gratitude, A number 
of Duich Tes caments had also been distri- 
buted amony the Dutch soldiers, and others, 
in Java ‘ We want words,” it ts observed, 
io express With what thankfulness they 
received them, and how diligentiy they pe- 
rused them, especially in their hospitals 
ana prisons; for, on inquiry, we could 
scarcely find one Bible among them all” 

S. Mr. Butscher, a missionary, writes 
froin Sierra Leone,that when he was wreck- 
ed on his passage out, and the natives near 
the river Gambia took possession of the ves- 
sel, among a great many other ariicles, 
tweive Arubic Bibies, given him by the Bi- 
ble sk eiet ys fell sato their hands. He appli- 
edtoatr ace rin that river to recover them ; 
but ttwwas found, toast albough the nativ es, 
whe are Mobamm: dans, would sell the 
otver arucies they had got possession of, 
they would not part with t ie Bibles. He 
offered 8/ for one, and’was refused, Vhus, 
observes the Missionary, the word of God 
secms more highly este emed among these 
M inammedans, thanin many places where 
the Gospel of Christ lias been introduced, 

9 The Rev RE Jones, Secretary to 
the Bible Society at the Isle of France, 
wries, that all the French Bibies and Tes- 
tameitts sent him had been disposed of, and 
thet a supply of double the number was 
wanted. Phe avidity with which the Pi. 
bles are purchased, be says, is beyond ali 
descrij MON, 

lv. From America there are very grati- 
fying a outs. The students of Nassau- 
Flalt College, in New Jersey, © having 
learned, through the medium of the Chris- 
tian Observer, that a Bible Society had 
been instituted in the University of Cam- 
bedve, in Englind,” resolved on following 
the example, and have accordingly formed 
a similar society. Three other new Bible 
Societies have been instituted in the United 
States, making the whole number 22. The 
Most inte: esting part, however, of Pn Ame- 
rican communications, refers to the follow- 
ing circumstance, A vessel, in which a 
quantity of Bibles, sent by the Bible Socie- 
ty for distribution in Nova Scotia, had been 
shipped, was taken by an American priva- 
teer, and carried into a portin New Eng- 
land. The Bibies were sold and dispersed. 
The Bible Society of Boston, hearing of 
this incident, and “unwilling that the re- 
proach of preventing the execution of the 
pious design, for which these books were 
sent out, sliould fasten on their country,” 


passed a reso lution to send an equal amount 
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of Bibles to Nova Scotia; and directed their 
secretary to express his deep regret, “ that 
any occurrence should have so long detained 
so many copies of the Bible from their pro. 
per destination ; and that, to the other cala. 
mities of this disastrous war, there should 
be added any interruption of the charitable 
and munificent labours of our fellow Cliris. 
tians in Great Britain, in diffusing the know. 
ledge of the wordot God.” ‘The sum of 153). 
sterling has accordingly been remitted, to 
replace these Bibles. ‘They add:— 
“We have thus Cone what we can tg 
express our shame and regret at this occur. 
rence, and to repair the evil which it hiss 
occasioned. We indulge the hope that we 
shail not again have tonumber tt among the 
calamities of a war, in which we cannot 
cease to regret that two nations, allied in 
feelings, habits, interests, language, and ori. 
gin, should be engaged ; that it counteracts, 
in any degree, the exertions of any of the 
charitable institutions of Great Britain ; or 
tends to loosen ov break that golden chain 
of mutual benevolence, which ought to bind 


together the disciples of Christ of every na.| 


tion and clime, without regard to political 
animasities.” 

11) The number of Bibles issued by the 
British and Foreign Bible Soctety, in the 


vear 1813, is 141,941; of Testaments, | 


159,453; in all, $01,394. The total num. 
ber issued by the Society, from the 7th 
of March, 1804, to the Slst of December 
last,is, Bibles $77,529, Testaments 590,146, 
in all, 967,675; besides 109,400 copies 
of the Scriptures, printed on the Conti. 
nent with the aid of donations from the 
Society. 


The following is an extract of a letter 
received from Mr. Paterson, dated at St.Pe- 
tersburgh, Dec. 11, 1813 :— 

‘© The zeal of the Bible Society here ex- 
ceeds all description. The Petersburgh So- 


ciety, and its branches, are promoting the] 


printing of the gn in ten different 
languages.—Ist, In the Kalmuc, in which 
nothing was ever printed before. We have 
all the punches and matrices ready, and in 
the course of a few weeks a specimen will 
be printed —2d, An edition of 5000 copies 
of the Armenian New Testament, the want 
of which you will find affectingly set forth 
in Buchanan’s Researches. This is print 
ing at the Armenian printing-office, under 
the care of some learned Armenians ; the 


third sheet is ready.—3d,The Finnish Bible, | 


with standing types; the 8th sheet is rea- 
dy —4th, T he German Bible, with standing 
tvpes; the 2d sheet is ready.—5Sth, Tlie 
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Polish New Testament, 5000 copies com- 
menced.—6th, The Catholic French Bible 
solved on, and measures taken for print- 


o 


sanding types. 


‘ag it—7th, The Sclavonian Bible, with 
This I proposed at our 


last meeting ; my plan was immediately 
our worthy president was re- 
guested to make the necessary arrange- 
ments with the holy synod. He obtained 


qo ipted ; 


le metropolitan’s Consent, 
now in a train. 


and things are 
This is of more real value 


ian all the rest, and will prepare the way 


mor something still farther. 
m executing here, and the entire direction of 


All these are 


iiem is committed to me.—8th, ‘The Dor- 
patian Esthonian New Testament.—9th, 
The Revalian Esthonian Testament.—10th, 
The Lettonian Testament—All commenc- 
ong under the direction of the committees 


n Dorpat, 


Reval, and Riga 


If to these 


you add the Icelandic, Swedish, and Lap- 
ponian, you will find the Scriptures are 
vrinting in thirteen different languages, 
This must be encouraging to our friends, 
and excite them to thank God for his great 
mercies, in countenancing their endeavours 
) spread the Knowledge of God’s word 
‘hroughout the world.” 


NEWFOUNDLAND. 
We have been favoured with a communi- 


cation from this colony, 


which represents, 


afeeling terms, its destitute state as to 


spiritual instruction. 


The writer laments, 


iat while British benevolence is so lauda- 
oly exerting itself in every direction for 


he propagation of Christianity, N 


ew found. 


land should seem to be overlooked in its ex- 
cursive range. Our situation, he observes, 
is not generally kiown at home. The 
cod people of England are better acquaint- 
ed with the state of religion in the islands 
of the Pacific Ocean, thanin Newfoundland. 
lhave spared no pains to obtain correct in- 
firmation on the subject, and I can pro- 
nounce it to be truly deplorable. T ne 
means of grace are not enjoyed by more 
than one third part of the Protestant in- 


habitants of this country. 


The population 


3s computed at one hundred thousand souls, 


increasing rapidly, 


asinnous and extensive coast, 


sheep without a shepherd. 


* and is scattered along 


literally as 


The most nop- 


lous of the out-harbours are principally and 
Some exclusivei ly Protestant, 


| 
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lowever, avails little as long a 


ek he name, 
they never 
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as thev are called, from the 
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e population of St. John’s 


see a minister. There are but three cler- 
gymen of the Church of England in the 
island. To the southward of St. John’s, 
there is not a Protestant minister of any de- 
nomination. Many of the natives are far 
advanced in years without ever having been 
admitted within the pale of the Christian 
church by baptism. The Bible is to them 
a sealed book. The church-going bell 
never summons them to the house of pray- 
er. The joyful sound of the Gospel never 
saluted their ears. They have repeatedly 
expressed an anxious wish to have clergy- 
men among them; butthey know not how, 
or to whom to apply. In their name, and 
on their behalf, J call on the clergy of the 
Church of England, and conjure some of 
them to come over and help us. The pas- 
sage is short: the climate, though cold, 
healthy. The harvest is great, the Jabour- 
ers are very few. ‘The pleasure arising 
from a consciousness of extensive useful- 
ness, the satisfaction exper icnced in preach- 
ing the Gospel to those who have never 
heard the word of God, will compensate for 
the sacrifices they shall have made, and the 
privations they must submit to. 

"Pwo old established missions, Ferryland 
and Piacentia, are vacant. At the latter is 
a beautiful church, in which Divine Service 
has not been performed for many years, 
The salary is 1502. per annum, besides fees 
avd voluntary contributions. As the plant- 
ers are growing very — it is to be hoped 
they would cheerful ly devote a portion of 
their wealth to the support of a regular 
ministry, However, as no great depe nd- 
ance can be placed on so precarious and 
fluctuating a provision, Government will 
no doubt augment the salaries. Ail the ne- 
cessaries of life are excessively dear here, 
more so than in any other part of British 
North America. There are ten or twelve 
Roman Catholic priests in the island, with 
a bishop and vicar apostolic at their head, 
who, with a zeal worthy of emulation, visit 
every cove and creek, and every inbabited 
spot, and make a great many converts. 
There should be at least two itinerant or 
auxiliary clergymen appointed to visit set- 
tlements, that are remote from the estab- 
lished missions, and who should winter al- 
ternately in the most populous parts. I 
have seen children brought the distance of 
sixty miles to St Jobn’s, to be ciiristen- 
ed.* Now they begin to eonsicer theme 





* When the late worthy missionary of St. 
John’s made a ministerial excursion to some 
ofthe out ports, lie baptized, in atew we ehs, 


“-- 


175. Ata place calic d Lamelin, he bap- 
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selves in those distant parts as abandoned 
by their own clerzy, and apply to the Ro- 
mish priests for baptism. Thus a great 
many families are going over tothe Church 
of R. eri not from choice, but necessity. 
They allege, that it is better to be of any 
religion, inte ofnone. May the Lord dis- 
pose the hearis of some pious ministers to 
eross the Atlantic, to be Evangelists in 
Newfoundland! hey must possess a truly 
missionary spirit, They shouid be ready 
ut ali times to preach the Gospel when and 
wherever they can assemble a congregation 
of fishermen. They will have to preach to 
that description of people, among whom our 
Lord commenced his ministry. °) have scen 
them Jeaving their occupations in the busi- 
est season, and at the shortest notice, to 
attend Divine service; when a minister 
came to visit them, they joined in the ser- 
vice with much apparent devotion, and de- 
parted with evident signs of pleasure and 
gratitude in their looks. 

‘Whoever feels an inclinationto under- 
take a mission to this colony, should be pre- 
pared tu meet, not with persecution, but 
with discouragement and difficulties: his 

zeal must be ardent, his heart must be ac- 
tuated by the love of Christ, and by com- 
passion tor the souls which might other wise 
perish ; and he must act w ith a single eye 
to the glory of God, and the reward resery- 
ed for those who turn many to righteous- 
hess.” 


CHINA. 


Mr. Morrison, a Missionary of the Lon- 
don Missionary Society, who has resided for 
some time at Canton in China, perseveres 
with success in the work oftranslating the 
Scriptures into the language of the millions 
of that country ; and it would appear that 
he had beeninstrumeiital in converting some 
individuals. ‘Che Gospels have been printed 
some time. The Epistles to the Romans, 
Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philip. 
pians, Thessalonians, ‘Vimothy, and Titus ; 
those of St. Peter an 1d St. Tames, and a cor- 
rected edition of the Acts, were in the 
press in February last. Mr. Morrison has 
also printed a Catechism containing the 
fundamental principles of Christianity. He 
distributes the Scriptures through booksel- 
lers, Whe sell shem at a low price. Several 





tized 75; one third of whoin were adults, 
and many of them very old fe was the 
first clergvinan the majority of them ever 
saw, and the only one who had ever been in 
tie place. 


hundred copies have been sent to Fo-Keen 
and in other directions. Some Koman Ca. 
tholic priests have received them with 
pleasure. Some of his domestics have ac. 
quired a good degree of knowledge trom 
his instructions; and among others, his 
labours bave not been without fruit. A 
person named Koseen-sang, the grandson 
of a Mandarin, among others, perceives the 
absurdity of idcl- worship, He says hie has 
now no images in his house, and worships 
only the Creator. He approves of many 
doctrines of the Gospel, and 18s desirous of 
further instruction, and of being baptized, 
This person has sent two letters, beautiful. 
ly written, to the Treasurer and Secretary 
of the Society. They are transcripts of 
each other, and are as follows :— 

‘Mr. Morrison, who has been at Canton 
for several years, is with me, your younger 
brother, on terms of fricndship. 1 have to 
thank him for much love, in constantly dis. 
coursing on the good-will of God, and ex. 
plaining the true doctrines of Yaysoo (Jesus) 
to us, that we may hear, and prostrate, 
consider the compassion of the Creator of 
the universe to me, under the canopy oi 
heaven, in sending Jesus into the wor!ld to 
atone for the sins of men. But we have 
hitherto been ignorant, have not understood 
how to serve God, and are the more afraid, 
that we have sinned against him. Now we 
pray to God to forgive us our sins, and 
grant that in the world to come we may 
obtain his favour. 

“‘T have heard that you, my — 
elder brother, in your a coun 
with devotedness of heart, serve God and 
believe in Jesus : that you depend on Jesus, 

and wish that the middle empire (China 
together with all men under the whole hea- 
vens, may hear the name of Jesus. Al- 
though I have not seen the light of your 
countenance, my heart looks to you wilh 
affection, and therefore present this inch of 
bark” (a phrase for ** a few lines,” ancient 
books having been written on bark,) “to 
pay my respects, and request that you will 
take the doctrines of God and of Jesus, ex: 
plain them more and more in their rise and 
progress from beginning to end ; and by the 
ships of next season favour me with a reply, 
and with your admonitions. I shall be 
more thankful than words can express.” 


DISTRESS IN GERMANY 


About cight years ago the calamities, 
occasioned by the war in different provinces 
of Germany, gave rise to a subscription and 
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he formation of a committee in London, 
to relieve the distresses on the continent. 
By the generosity of the British public, 
and with the aid of several respectabie fo- 
reigners, resident in this country, the sum 
of ‘nearly 50,0002. was remitted to the con- 
tinent; Which rescued multitudes of indi- 
viduals and families from the extremity of 
distress, and the very brink of ruin. 
The committee received, both from Ger- 
many and Sweden, the most satisfactory 
Jocuments, testifying that the various sums 
which had been t ansmitted, had been re- 
ceived and conscientiously distributed : but 
2t no period since the existence of this com- 
mittee, has the mass of every kind of inte 
sery been so great ; never has the cry of t 
disuessed Germans for help beenso ur nian 
their appeal to British benevolence so pres- 
sing, asinthe present moment, Who could 
wad the reports of the dreadful conflicts 
which have taken place in Germany, daring 
tie last eventful vear; of the many san- 
guinary batiles fought in Silesia, Lusatia, 
Bohemia, Saxony, Brandenburg, and other 
parts; and peruse the melancholy details 
of sutierings, almost unexampled in the an- 
nals of htstery,without the most lively emo- 
tions? Who could hear of so many thou- 
sands of families barbarously driven from 
liamburgh,in the midst of a severe winter ; 
of so many villages burnt, cities pillaged, 
whole principalities desolated,and not glow 
with desire to assist in relieving distress so 
multifarious and extensive ?! 
7 the alleviation of sufierings so dread. 
ul, to the rescue of our fellow-men 1, Who 
are literally ready to perish, the views of 
this committee are exclusively directed, 
Many well-authenticated afflicting details 
of the present distress having been, on the 
idth of January, 1814, laid before the com- 
mittee, it was immediately resolved, in re- 
liance on the liberality of the Britis! | public, 
to remit, by that post, the sum of 3,5002. 
to respectable persons, with directions to 
form committees of distribution at the fol- 
lowing places :--To Leinsic and its vicinity, 
5U0/.; to Dresden and its 
to Bautzen and its vicimty, 500d. ; to Sile- 
Sia, on the borders of which 72 villages 
were almost entirely destroved, 500/.; to 
sorter tnh, Luneburg, and the vicinity 
Cifarburg, in Hanover, 500/.; to the many 
mibaneote who have been forced from their 
habitations in Hambureh, 1000/.; and, at 
a subsequent meeting on the 13th of Jonu- 
ary, to Erfurt and Naumbure, and their vi- 
cinity, 5007, ° 
Lhe committee, on calling on the public 


vicinity, s0UC. 3 


for aid, laid before them a variety of infor- 
mation, &e. recently received from the 
continent, from which we shall now make 
a few extracts. 


A memorial, addressed by the city of 


Leipsic to the independent and benevolent 
British nation, in behalf of the inbabit- 

ants of the acjacent villages and hamlets, 
who have been reduced to extreme distress 
by the military operations in October, 
1813, states as follows :—- 

‘‘Qur resources are exhausted, and we 
have yet herve a prodigious number of sick 
and wounded ; upwards of 30,000 in more 
than 40 military hospitals, with our own 
poor, to be provided tor.” 

“We have before our eyes many thou- 
sands of the intiabitants of the a Cyacent vil- 
lages and hamlets, landed proprietors, far- 
mers, ecclesiastics, schoolmasters, artizans 
of every description,who, some weeks since, 
were in circumstances more or less easy, 
and at least knew no want; but now, with- 
out a home, and stripped of their all, are 
with their families perishing of hunger 
What the industry of many years had ac- 
quired, was annihilated in a few hours. Alt 
around is one wide waste. The numerous 
villages and hamlets are almest all entirely 
or partially reduced to ashes; the yet re- 
maining buildings are perforated with balls, 
Ina Most ruinous condition, and plundered 
of every thing ; the barns, cellars, and lofts, 
are despoiled, and stores of every kind car- 
ried off; the implements of farming and 
domestic economy, for brewing and distil- 
ling—in a word, for every purpose—the 
gardens, plantations, a and fruit-trees—are 
destroyed; the fuel collected for the win- 
ter,the gates,the coors, the floors, the wood- 
work of every description, were consumed 
in the wateh-fires ; the horses were taken 
awav, together with all the other cattle ; 
and mea ny families are deploring the loss of 
beloved relatives, or are doomed to behold 
them afliicted w ith sickness, and destitute 
of rehet. Phe miserable condition of these 
ctims to the thirst of conguest, 
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the distress which mects our view when- 


deplo able vi 
ever we cross our thresholds, no language 
is capable of describing, ‘The horrid spcc- 
tacle wounds us to the very soul. 

‘All the countries of our Continent 
have been more or less drained by this 
destructive war. Whither then are these 
poor people, who have such need of assis- 
tance; whither are they to look for relief? 
Ye tree, ve benelicent, ve happy Britons, 
whose generosity 1s atieste a hy every page 
ofthe annals of sulering humanity ; Whose 
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soil has been trodden by no hostile foot ; 
who Know not the feelings of him that be- 
holds a foreign master revelling in his ha- 
bitation ; of you the city of Leipsic implores 
relief for the inhabitants of the circumja- 
cent villages and hamlets, ruined by the 
military events in the past month of Octo- 
ber.” 

Count Schonfeld, a Saxon nobleman, 
many years ambassador, both at the court 
of Versailles before the revolution, and ull 
within a few years at Vienna, thus writes : 

‘Tis same Saxony, which three centu- 
ries ago reieased part of the world from the 
no Jess galling voke of religious bondage 
that same Saxony is now become the cra- 
die of the political liberty of the continent. 
But a power so firmly rooted could not be 
overthrown without the most energetic ex- 
ertions; and, winle millions are now raising 
the shouts of triumph, there are, in Saxony 
alone, a million of souls, who are reduced 
tu miscry too severe to be capable of tak- 
ing anv part inthe general joy, and who 
are vow ‘the bitterest tears of 
abject wretchedness and want.” 

A letter from the Right Rev Dr,Salfeld, 
abbot of Loccum, and firstcounsellor of the 
consistorv of Hfanover, states as follows :—- 

* The inhebitants of the prmmapelities of 
Lauenburg, Bremen, and Lune! ery have 
suffered most, and are still suffering dread- 
fuliy; but allover our country poverty and 
distress are visible to such a degree, as no 
one would believe who is not an eye wit- 
ness. A!l our funds, of whatever descrip- 
tion, have been exhausted, and most of our 
public institutions for the relief of the poor 
destroyed, The namber of those who are 
stilabie and willing to succour their suf- 
fering fellow-creatures being so very small, 
how shall we bear the sacrifices required 
for the public safety; and, at the sam 
time, save so many wretched families from 
perishing with hunger and cold? But we do 
not despair, while we can indulge the hope 
that British charity is ready to assist us.” 

A letter feom Mr. Kaufmann, counsellor 
of the regency of Lauenburg, has the fol- 
lowing passage :— 

‘“ We have suffered here beyond all be- 
lief. Only our lives are saved ; and if Pro- 
vidence preserves us from the epidemical 
diseases, which begin to spread around us, 
as the effects of our wants, anxiety, and 
erief, we shall be thankful. The two last 
harvests are entirely lost to us; and many 
fields could not be cultivated for want of la- 
wishes cattle, and seed, Thousands of 
horses snd waggons, cows and sheen, have 
been taken from us : ; and we have been, for 

these thrce months past, exposed to all 
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kind of exactions and cruelties. Even now 
we stand helpless and forsaken. But God 
will have mercy upon us, and our country. 
men will pity and assist us whenever they 
can reach us. Had we only some money to 
buy bread and fuel! Al! our wooden fences 
are destroyed by the French in their watch. 
tires. Our situation is such that we fears 
famine.” 

Extract of a letter from the Rev. Mr. 
Wynecken, superintendant of Ratzeburg. 

“JY will not hurt your feelings by a mi. 
nute description of the incredible suffer. 
ings of this little country, which has been 
occupied these three months past by almost 
the whole of the French and Danish ar. 
mies; 11,000 of whom were, in one in. 
stance, quartered for several days on the 
small town of Molln, containing nc more 
than 250 houses. Our ruin seems inevita. 
ble ; every thing around us is destroyed, 
our fields and gardens Jaid waste, our hou. 
ses emptied, 10,000 head of cattle consum. 
ed by the enemy, who barbarously shot 
three of our honest peasants, for not wil- 
lingly surrendering the last of their proper- 
ty. Epidemic diseases begin to complete 
our misery: bet God will help us over the 
lills, sioce we have surmounted the rocks, 
beings now free from the enemy. 

Extract from a letter of the Rev. N.N, 
superintendant at Eckhartsberg in Saxony, 
addressed to the Rev. W. Kuper, in Lon. 
don. 

“ After the battle of Leipsic, the great 
mass of the retreating, as well as the ~ 
suing armies, passed through our neigh- 
beurhood ; and my diocese, consisting of 
thirty-seven parishes, sufiered the most 
dreadful calamities ‘he fate of the cler- 
gy is peculiarly distressing. ‘The doors, 
shutters, floors, and even the roofs of the 
houses, were seized, and burnt at the é- 
vouacs by the French ; who, in their flight, 
also carried off all utensils, beds, and 
clothes, Though the Austrians, Prus- 
sians, and Russians, deserve high praise 
for the discipline which was maintained in 
their armies, yet a great number of ma- 

rauders scoured the country, and took away 
what the inhabitants had “endeavoured to 
hide in the woods, Many clergymen were 
_ nally compelled to drive their cattle 
fter the French armies, and, when per- 
mitted to return, were stripped of their 
coats, boots, or shoes. To most of them not 
a shirt, coat, boot, or bed was left. Some, 
far advanced in years, cannot yet recover 
from the effects of this cruel treatment. The 
wives of some of the clergymen of my dt- 
cese are now lying on nothing but siraw, 
pecting the birth of infants, for whose co- 
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vering they have hardly a few rags left, 
nor have they even the means of keeping a 
fire in their rooms: indeed most of the 
houses of the clergy are burnt, and they 
have been obliged to take shelter in such 
hu's as were too wretched to attract the 
notice of the French soldiers. ‘The chur- 
ches afforded no refuge ; for even they were 
plunlerec, and the pews used as fuel. It 
js impossible to obtain, in our own country, 
the means of relief; for the distress is too 
wiiely extended, and the inhabitants too 
much impoverished. May we then net 
hope, that from England the hand of chari- 
tv will be stretched out for the reliefot the 
distressed ; and that also the sulleriny cler- 
ey of my diocese will find some alieviation 
of their misery in the Ciristian sympathy 
of our English brethren ?” 

Extract of a letter trom Dolna, near 
)resden, 

‘It is calculated that, on an average, no 
less than 500,000 soldiers passed through 
Dohna, at different periods. Four engage- 
ments took place near it. At the first, nine 
farms and five houses were burnt down. 
The corn was destraved ; partly whilst 
standing in the fields, pa artly after tt had 
been housed in the barns. Cattle of es ery 
description were forcibly taken away. In 
some large stables.which contained no less 
than 40o0r S5O0horses, oxen,&c. not one is left. 
Our fields and gardens are laid waste. 
Some villages have been entirely burnt ; 
others in part. We have been plundered 
three times: but thank God we have es- 
caped with our lives. Provisions are ex- 
travagantly dear. A famine is apprehend- 
ed.” 

A public meeting wes afterwards held at 
the City of London Tavern, which was nu- 
merously attended, and at which it was re- 
solved to call loudly on the public, and 
particularly on the clergy throughout the 
kingdom, to come forward in aid of their 
suffering brethren on the Continent. The 
appeal has not been made in vain. Upwards 
of 30,0007. have been already obtained, and 
we may hope that the benevolence of the 
British public is far from being exhausted. 
Scarcely any congregational collections 
have yet been made, and to that source we 
look with confidence for a large addition to 
this fund of mercy. When we look back 
{o the period of the Reformation, and re- 
fect on the unnumbered benefits of which 
it has been the source to this country, as 
wellas to the world at large; and then 
contemplate the miseries and Gesotation to 
which “the cradle? of that Reformation 
ihe birth- place of Luther, end she: scene ¢ 

3 Magnanimous tabours, is now subject. 
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ed ;—when we reflect also, that our battle 
has been fought on German ground; that 
through the sufferings of Germany, the 
tide of war has been turned from us, at 
least that its duration has probably been 
shortened ; that if our commerce has been 
revived, and our hopes brightened ; if we 
may look forward with confidence to an 
early diminution of our present burdens; if 
we may reasonably anticipate the near ap- 
proach of the period when our blood and 
our treasure shall cease to flow, in order to 
maintain our own safety and independence, 
or to vindicate the wrongs of others ;— 
when we reflect on ail this, we shall surely 
not be indiflerent to the powerful motives 
which call upon us not merely to pity, but 
to reli eve j which demand not our sympa- 
thy merely, but our active charity; which 
claim from. us a few drops from that full 
cup of blessing with which the bounty of 
Providence has distinguished our lot among 
the nations of the earth. 


MISSIONS OF THE UNITED BRE- 
THREN. 


We find we are greatly in arrear in our 
reports of the progress of these admirable 
and interesting Missions. Five Numbers 
of the printed Periodical Accounts of the 
Missions of the Brethren’s Church (No. 
Ixiv to Ixviii) are now on our table filled 
with gratifying intelligence from almost 
every quarter of the globe. The work of 
the Lord prospers in their hands, But it 
is conducted under many discouragements 
arising from the increasing deficiency of 
their means. Something, indeed, has been 
done in this country to supply the almost 
total failure of their continental resources. 
Near 1500/. have been received by the Rev. 
C.1. Latrobe, No. 10, Nevil’s-court, Fleet 
street, since public notice was given of the 
deplorable state of destitution into which 
their missions have sunk.* ‘This, we trust, 
however, is but the first-fruits of British 
liberality. How inadequate this sum must 
be to mect the necessities of 31 settle- 
ments conducted by 157 missionaries, it is 
scarcely necessary to pointout. We en- 
treat our Christian brethren througliout 
the kingdom to lay to heart the emergency 
of the case, and according to their ability to 
aid this blessed work.f We proceed to 





*Sce our Number for December last, 
p. 816. 

+ We have received from an esteemed 
corresrondent yan historical account of the 
Church of the Unitas Frotram from its 


commencement, Which he has requested 
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give some details respecting the various 
missions of the Brethren. 
1, GREENLAND. 

Newherrnbut, Will, Aug. 14—— The 
work of the Lord among our Greenlanders 
proceeds with his blessing, During last 
winter 2l persons have been made parta- 
kers of the Holy Communion, and many, 


who were > former ly exciuded on account ot 


transgressions, have returned as penitent 
sinners io the congregation, and were re- 
admitted, ‘Thirty persons became canddi- 
daies for the Lord’s Supper, and 13, bap- 
tized as ciildren, were received into the 
congregation, 

“On Maundy Thursday, we had 170 
Greenland communicants present at the ce- 
lebration of the Lord’s Supper. ‘hese were 
davs of great blessing both for us and our 
people.” 

Aug. 20.— Where shall I find words to 
express myself, and to declare our grati- 
tude! At lensth you have succeeded, 
dearest brethren, in sending us provisions 
and other necessary articles of subsistence ! 
The ship Freden lias safeivy arrived here, 
on the 16th of this month. 

* We are all weil in health, and are 

now employed in dividing the provisions 
ail stores sent by you, into three parts, to 
sive to each of the other settlements its 
share. Lichtenfels is 100 English miles, 
and Lichtenau $09, to the southward of 
Newherrnbut, Every a must be sent 
by sea in a woman’s bor , Ww hich can only 
take place during the ” short summer 
mon this, 

“ Present our warmest acknowledc- 
ments to all our dear friends and bh: ne- 
factors. May the Lord reward you all for 
your great kindness tous! We have now 
a supply of provision for two cuaen, We 
were in great want of clothes; those vou 
sent were therefore pie welcome. You 
have kindly considered al! or wants. Teil 
the Brethren of the Elder's Conterence of 
the Unity, that they need not mourn over 
us any fonger, for that we shall feel no 
want for two vears to come. We now 
mean soon to celebrate the Lord’s Sapper 
with eur people, and our hearts overflow 
with thanks to our Saviour for ali this mer- 
cies towards us’ 

In No. Ixvi is contained an acerunt of a 
voyage of one of the Greenland Missiona- 
ties, Brother Kleinschmidt, and hrs family 





ss toinsert. But he probabliv is not aware 
that we have alrencdyv inserted such an ace 
cuountin a former Yoiume, 
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from Lichtenfels to England. On the 15th 
duly, 1812, the 19th anniversary of his arri- 
val in Greenland, he set out in an umiak or 
woman’s boat for Newherrnhut, a distance 
of 100 miles, with his five childrén, the 
youngest, Hannah, only 15 weeks oid (her 
mother having died soon after its birth), 
for whose use he took a milch goat with 
him. For three days the voyage was very 
aereeable, On the 17th, on approaching 
Newhe rmhut, they were met by such a 
quantity of drift ice, 2s barred their pro- 
gress, and obliged them to land and spend 
the night onan island, The diffic ulty of 
the navigation was so great, that four days 
more passed before they could make their 
way to Newherrnhut, through such open- 
ings as were made by the shifting fields of 
ice. Frequently the boat was jammed be- 
tween them, and in danger of being crush- 
ed or perforated, and they were oc bliged to 
cut their way through w ith axes. 

“fT was, however,” observes the Mis- 
sionary, “delighted and filled with grati- 
tude, to see the cheerful alacrity with which 
our Greenlanders leaped upon the ice, ex. 
erting themselves to the utmost of their 
power to help us forward; and when J 
sometimes begged them not to expose 
themselves to so much danger, they point- 
ed to the children, and said, * These little 
ones are worthy of it? At length, after 
much tacking, we reached Newherrnhut 
on the 2ist,. glad and thanktul to have 
performed this perilous voyage in safety. 

“tere 1 delivered the little intant to 

e faithful care of Sister Menzel, accord- 
ine to the dying reque st of inv dear wife, 
and she accepted of the charge with tears 
of sympathy and jov, out of love for her 
deceased friend and fellow servant in the 
Lord’s work.” 

It was not before the latter end of Sep- 
tember that he left the coast of Greenland 
vith his four children. ‘The children had 
spoken before hand with much pleasure of 
the 29th, and how on that memorable day 
they would sing hymns concerning the holy 
angels. On that ‘day, however, there arose 
a tremendous storm from the north-west, 
which raged for three days and two nights, 
In the evening of that dav,when the storm 
wesat its heraht, while all the passengers 
were assembled in a cebin, the ship was 
struck with lightning, which p rodue eda 
dreadful crash, and threw down two sailors, 
one of whom was kill-don the spot. Ali 
vere Hiled with consternation, The captain 


rushed on dewk, exclanning, * We are all 
. o %> 
lost, and teve is nothin Neal’ tO save Us 
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« These words, announcing to us immediate 
death, penetrated our very hearts. I im- 
mediately addressed the poor terrified chil- 
dren, and said, ‘ We shail now alltogether 
co home to our Saviour ; we will therefore 
prepare ourselves to meet him, and com- 
mend our souls to him? Upon which they 
all bezan to weep aloud. One said, 
ves, We will all go to our Saviour, if he wil 
receive us;’ another, ‘Let us return to 
Lichtenfeis, or go directly to England ;’ 
third, § We will pray to our Saviour to help 
us’? 1 comforted them, and represented to 
them the passage out of this world as plea- 
santly - mv pamful feeliaes would me me. 
Sister 
our domunting my pea will God, and with 
each other; and we then sung some verses, 
more indeed with tears than voices, treat- 
"6 of the happiness of departing to the 
, Lord, and beiny with him for ever: during 
whieh we were so richly comforted by a 
sense of the peace and prescnee of God, 
our Almighty Saviour and Deliverer, that, 


amidst all the dreadful noise and raging of 


the waves, by which we seemcd over- 
whelmed, we felt perfectly calm, waiting 
for the moment when it would pleese hin 
to take us home to himself.” 

Tie first alarm of this danger having 
subsided, the ship was hove to without any 
sail set, and i in that state was tossed up and 
down in a merciless manner during the 
Whole of that and another night, the storm 
continuing to rage with dfury. The 


unabute 
COncern Now Was, how to secure the chil- 


dren from be sing dashed from one si de of 


the ship to the other. Mr. Kleinschmidt 
sat up While the storm lasted, through three 
days and two nights, serving the company 
as well as he es * this” he says, 
was along and tedious time, during which 
we were all, as it were, immured in dark- 
ness. We were, however, much relieved 
and stengthened by frequently singing 
yimns.” ‘The storm abated onthe evening 
of the Ist of October, Tiiey encountered 
several other very severe gales, and much 
contrary wind, so that they did not reach 
Leith tll the 10th of November. During 
five davs of that time they were put upon 
short allowance of water, \ hich was pecu- 
arly trying to the children, living as they 
did on salt provisions, On approaching 
Leith, the pr Ne between the appear- 
ance of the Greenland coast and the Frith 
of Forth was very striking to the children, 
and their que stions and five! ly remarks very 
amusing. A few days atier their arriv al at 
Leith, one of the children, a girl of about 
three years oid, was taken il Ried? died, 
“With many tears I surrendered her to 
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Him who had already in her infancy filled 
her soul with his love, and out ofthe mouth 
of this dear babe had perfected his praise.” 

‘This Missionary returned to Greenland in 
the sumimerof18i3. ‘he captain had en- 
gaged to land him and his companions at 
Licntenfels or Newherrnbut. He refused, 
however, to do this, though passing near 
those places, but carried them to Godhayn, 
600 miles further oil than Newherrnhut the 
northernmest of their setthments. Even 


his crew remonstrated with him on the crue 
eltv of his conduct. All he said, was, 
“Never mind; the summer is’ before 


them” ‘The inspector Motzleldt, of God- 
hayn, was endeavouring to procure @ con- 
vevance for them to Newherrohut, 

The last accounts trom Newherrnhut are 
dated in May, 1813.) ‘The letter is tull of 
acknowledgment for the large supphes that 
had been sent them from Kngland, 
the liberal indulgence of the British Gov- 
ernment. The winter had been uncom. 
mouly severe. Reaumur’s Pasog ie ston 
stood generally from 18 to 22 below the 
freezing point. But saiulehainaies 
it is Observed, ** We spent last winter in the 
enjoyment of much blessing, through the 
goodness of our Lord and Saviour towards 
us and our Greenland congregation, He 
shewed them great mercy. Twelve 
itted to the Lord’s 
number have 
Tiree were re- 
svation. At Easter, 
‘en some time ex- 
repented of theirtrans- 


througia 


this, 


has 
persons have becn adm 
Supper, and “a 
become cai 

ceived into ie 
four person 
cluded, havin 2 ti uly 
do 


es 
Ci msiaerabie 
Nidates tor it. 
cons  r¢ 


% % 
“> Wilo bead i, p< 


eressions, and re sarin ed to us, were read- 

mitted to their privileges. Gur communi- 

cant congregation here amounts in number 
170. 


‘The enjoyment of the Lord’s Supper 
has always proved a season of refreshing 
from the the Lord; and our 
dear people viten came to us to express 
their thankfulness for the peculiar blessing 
bestowed upon them on those solemn oc. 
casions, and that he has given them teach- 
ers, who, under all diMficulties, remain with 
them, and speak to them daily of the suf- 
ferings and death of Jesus, to atone for, 
and deliver them from the power of sin.” 


pei essence of 


LABRADOR. 


Ohkak, Fuly 27, 1812.—** We have had 
catise to rejoic e, that the Lord has bestow- 
ed op us the favour to Know among our 
people many, who have found remission of 
the ir sins in the blood of Jesus! here are 
indeed exceptions ; but we can truly say, 
that among the very considerable number 
of Moquimaux vs we know 


no live with us, 





+ 


a, 


STARR Dp a 


oa 


“4 a: 
4 


¥ 


pape 


tie 


By 


ots 


=> 


128 Religious Intelligence— Missions of the United Brethren. 


of few who are not seriously desirous to 
profit by what they hear, and fo experience 
and enjoy themselves, that which they see 
their countrymen possess. Our commu- 
nicants give us pleasure, for it is the wish 
of their very hearts to live unto the Lord; 
and their conduct alfords proofs of the sin- 
cerity of their professions ; thus, for exam- 
ple, Esquimaux sisters, who have no boat of 
their own, venture across bays some miles 
in breadth, sitting behind their husbands on 
their narrow kajaks, in order he be present 
at the holy Sacrament, though at the peril 
of their lives, The baptize d, and candi- 
dates for baptism, also testify to us, when- 
ever they have an opportunity of speaking 
privately with us, that they seek satisfac- 
tion in nothing but in living to Jesus, and 
that their favourite occupation in leisure 
hours, consists in singing verses and read- 
ing in the books which you have sent 
them. Their Christian deportment has 
this natural consequence, that Esquimaux, 
who live with them, but have not yet join- 
ed us, are excited to wish to become equal- 
ly happy and contented. Our young people 
are a constant subject of our most earnest 
supplication unto the Lord, that He would 
reveal himself to their hearts as their Sa- 
viour; nor have we been without proofs that 
his grace has reached the hearts of several 
of them. 

“The schools, which have been kept 
without interruption during the winter, 
have been well attended by diligent scho- 
lars, who make considerable progress in 
reading andin writing. All these blessings, 
which we can only briefly touch upon, af- 
ford, both to us and you, abundant cause of 
the sincerest thankfulness to the Lord for 
past favours. We most willingly devote 
ourselves, with soul and body, to His ser- 
vice ; and if we may be permitted to bring 
one stone (however small in comparison 
with His great work upon earth,) to the 
building of his Jerusalem beluw, how great 
will be our joy.” 

Nain, August 2, 1812.— With respect 
to the adults, we have again abundant cause 
for thankfulness, in reporting what the 
Lord has done for them in the year past. 
‘the greater part are advancing to a more 
perfect knowledge of themselves, and the 
power of his grace, and afford thereby a 
proof to others of the necessity of conver- 
sion. The schools have been attended, 
during the past winter, not without blessing, 
to which the books printed in the Esqui- 
maus language, and sent to us by you, have 
contributed much.” 

An account ts given of the death of one 
of the Missionaries, brother Burghardt, 
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who, on the 28th of July, ** breathed hig 
last, in a most gentle and peacctiil manner, 
in presence of the family gathe ied around 
his bed. During this transaction, a power. 
ful feeling of Divine peace prevailed amon 
us, and many tears were shed by us, who 
are Jefi behind, to follow the example of 
this devoted servant of Jesus. He had at. 
tained to the age of 69 years. May the 
Lord supply his place by a man after his 
own heart! 

** Jn consequence cf this vacancy, and the 
age of two others of us, who are fast ap- 
proaching their seventieth year, we are not 
able to do any great things by manual la. 
bour; however, we contrive to perform 
what is absolutely requisite, and intend, 
with the Lord’s blessing, to prepare for the 
building of a new churcb, as the present is 
much too small, and gone to decay. We 
thank you for your readiness to assist us 
with the necessary help.” 

Hopedale, 1812, Aug. 22 — With thanks 
to Him, we are able to say, that the walk 
of most of our Esquimaux has been such as 
to give us heartfelt joy. Our Saviour has 
led them, as the good Shepherd, in the way 
of life everlasting, and, by His Spirit, 

taught them to know, that, without Him, 
they can do nothing good. They seta value 
upon the word of God, and desire, in all 
respects, to live more in conformity to it. 
The love of our Saviour towards them 
excites their wonder ; and they sometimes 
complain with tears that they do not love 
Him, and give joy unto [lim as they ought, 
for His great mercy vouchsafed unto 
them. The word of His cross, suflerings, 

and death, melts their hearts, and causes 

them truly to repent of and abhor sin, 
which nailed Him to the cross, and to 
mourn and crv for pardon. Instances of 
this blessed effect of the doctrine of a 
crucified Saviour, we have seen im our 
public meetings, in our private cunverse 
with them, and inthe schools. The fatter 
have been kept with all possible punctuality 
and diligence. 

© We can declare with truth, that Jesus 
Christ our Saviour has been the heart’s ce- 
sire of us al!, towards whom we vish to 
press forward, that we may ive te Him, 
and enjoy more of His sweet communi 

Okkak, VAS, Aug. 4—“ We return our 
most shag thanks fer e Gospels of St. 
Mattlcw, St. Mark, and St. Luke im the 
aed’ langage, W hie} he worthy Uri- 
tish and F weetgn Bi ble § Society have caused 
to be printed, and presen ed tu this twiss:on. 
May the Lord bless, ani! grant success to 
that venerable Institution, whieh serds 
forth the Word of God ta all languezes, and 
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so every part of the globe. Please to ex- 
nress to them our most sincere acknow- 
ledgments ; and be assured, that we fervent- 
Jy join in your prayers, that the Lord would 
bestow upon them an eternal and heavenly 
ward" 

«ne congregation of Christian Esq ui- 
maux at Okkak, consisted, at the close of 
he year regs of | 23 communicants, (two 
re excluded ;) 32 baptized a dults, {one ex- 
cud :) 38 baptized children ; 30 candi- 
dates for baptism, (four paneer Besides 
these, there dwell on our land, 132 Esgui- 
maux. In all, 255 persons. 

«The Jast winter was severe, with a 
outinuation of coid weather, We cota 
creat Many hares,and ricper (; yr partridyes, ) 
viicn proved an agrecable substitute for 
gilt provisions. 

“Our summer weather has been warm 
and fruitful, till within tuese few days, when 
gur potatoes were allfreozen. Inthe coldest 

eason Fahrenheit’s thermometer was from 
o8to OB under Q, (or the artificial freezing 
point,) and in the warmest it rose from 70 
io &6 above 0.” 

Nain, S13, Aug. 14. “One person has 
heen admitted to the holy Communion, 2 to 
be candidates for it : 1] adalts and ‘ chil- 
dren have been baptized ; 9 become candi- 

lates for baptism : : 2 adults and one child 
F parted this life. Our congresstion con- 
cists, at present, of 97 persons, 240 whom 
are Communicants, besides whom, 36 Es- 
guimanx dwell on our land. In all, 133.” 

“We beg toexpress our most sincere and 
cordial thanks to the venerable British and 
Foreign Bible Society, for a valuable pre- 
sent they y have sent us, of the Gospels of 
St. Matthew, St. Mark, and St John, Gur 
prayer for this excellent Inst: ifution 1s, that 
the benefits it dispenses may extend to the 
utmost ends of the carth. 

* By our people having now received so 
many printed books, they have become very 
eager to learn to re ad, and better to under- 
stand the Holy Scriptures. In the schools 
(which have been well attended by old 
and young, ) the more difficuit parts are ex- 
plained to them: thus they obtaia a clearer 
insight into the Gospel.” 

Hopedale, Aug. 27, 1815.—“ Our dear 
Esquimaux flock has proceeded nearly in 
the same way as last year. The work of the 
Holy Spirit is manifest, especially among 
our communicants. They have obtained a 


clearer insight into their own helplessness 
and corruption oy nature, and all have an 
earnest desire to be delivered from every 
thing that is contrary to the mind and word 
of oe os 
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“Since the departure of the ship last 
year to the present time, 3 persons have 
been admitted to the Lord’s Supper; 4 to 
the class of candidates; 1 man and 4 chil- 
dren have been baptized. Our Esquimaux 
congregation consisted, at the close of the 
year 1812, of 32 communicants, 5 candi- 
dates, 11 baptized adults (not yet commu- 
nicants,) 6 candidates for baptism, and 33 
baptized boys and girls. In ail, 7 persons : 
55 unbaptized persons dwelt on our land, 
Total of inhabitants, 122.” 


(To be continued.) 
YEARLY MEETING OF QUAKERS. 


From the epistle which has been circu- 
lated by the Yearly Meeting held in London 
from the 19th to the 29th of May, we ex- 
tract the following passages :— 

‘Whilst we lament that many amongst 
us are still too much engrossed with the 
fading enjoyments of this life, and are re- 
fiising to follow our Holy Patiern in the 
path of self-denial, we wish they may not 
be deprived of that encouragement to turn 
into the right way which often results from 
the faitnful admonitions of those who have 
known the beneftts of greater circumspec- 
tion. Though, from a sense of their own 
weakness, some of the righUy concerned 
among us may be ready to shrink fro the 
performance of this duty, we would remind 
them, that by thus evincing their love to 
their friends, they will receive additional 
strength themselves ; and that such acts of 
dedication will contribute to their own ad- 
vancement in the Christian course. 

“We desire, dear friends, that such of 
you as often meet in small companies for 
the solemn purpose of — may not re- 
laxin your diligence. Your situation will 
at times appear discouraging ; but although 
you may be seldom assisted by the compa- 
ny and travail of your brethren, never for- 
cet that you are under the continued notice 
of the Lord; and that his tender regard 
extends to all those who wait upon Him in 
reverence and humility.” 

‘From the epistles and other communi- 
cations from America, we find that our 
friends, besides being attentive to the con- 
cerns of our own Society, are still pursuing 
their engagements for the welfare of the 
African and the Indian race. But the war, 
in which that country and this are now ser- 
rowfully involved, has presented great ob- 
stacies to their eflorts towards civilizing the 
Indians ; andis Itkely, for a time, to suspend 
in some parts their successful exertions in 


that important and interesting catise i 
‘© Amongst the numerous benevolent un- 
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dertakings which now interest the minds of 
our countrymen, we contemplate,with much 
satisfaction, the general circulation of the 
Holy Scriptures. Our sense of that inesti- 
mable treasure las been frequently acknow- 
Bedged ; and we iecel ourselves engaged to 
call the attention of such of our members 
as May be employed in this salutary work, 
to the supreme importance of giving heed to 
that Divine Word, to which the Scriptures 
beartestimony. ‘his Wordis Christ; the 
¢ Bread of Life,’ and the ‘Light of men;’ 
that ‘Light which lighteth every man that 
cometh intothe world” If we are earnest 
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to obey the teachings of this wnerrine 
Guide, we shall be led to cry to the Lord, 
that ne would preserve us from self. -exalta, 
tion, from attributing to ourselves or others 
that honour which is due to Him alone. 
We shall be on our guard lest we should 
mistake our proper sphere of usetulness, op 
suiler any pursuit, bowever laudable in itsely 
to divert us from our true allotment of labour 
in the church, 
prayer can alone ensure our growth 1h reli. 
gious experience, and our establishment ia 
every good word and work.” 








VIEW OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS 


CONTINENTAL INTELLIGENCE, 
Acn eves are directed, at the present mo- 
ment, to P Svicinity, Itis there 
that the battle of the civilized world is now 
foucht; and in proportion to the severity 
and protraction of the struggle, is the uni- 
solicnude for its result, Hitherto, 
the operations of the combatants have been 
9 i Cn the 
sth of January, Bonaparte left Paris to 
wines dene! iP at the bead of his army at 
Chatons,in Champagne. On the 28th, he 
commenced iis Operations, by moving ra- 
pidly to St. Dizier, and attacking a part of 
j ‘stationed there. A succes- 
race ments iullowed from that 
day to the ist February, in which the Al- 
tr om Gonaparte’s own account, 
to have had ciearly the advantare. Ile 
, with the loss of upwards of €0 
cannon, and 4000 prisoners, 
through Erienne to ‘Troyes ; whence he 
swhseque ently withdrew to Nogent, about 
miles from Paris. On the 10th, he 
rapid movement northward, to 
Chateau Thierry, for the purpose of oppos- 
ing the advance ofa part of the allied army 
which was pressing forward te the capital 
in that direction. Between the 10th and 
iGth inst. several severe actions took place 
in the vicinity of that place, which teeeni. 
nated greatly i in favour of Bonaparte, Blu- 
eher liaving been forced to retire to Chia. 
lons with cousiderable loss. In the mean 
tim i. however, that part of t! ve all} ied arn) VW 
which was placed more immediately ander 
tie orders of Prince Swartzenberg, con- 
tinued to advance on the road from ‘IT 
to Paris; and on the 12th or 13th, effected 
the passace of the Seine, although all the 
bridges trom) Mecium to Troy es appear to 
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have been blown up, and took possession 
en <n } 
@i Foutauc.eau. This event recalled Bo- 


naparte from the vicinity of Chateau Tij. 
erry, and on the 17th, lis head-quarters 
were at Guignes, within thirty miles of 
Paris; while the Alhes appear to have 
reached in torce tie town of Nangis, which 
is only ten miles farther removed. from the 
capital than Guignes. At Nangis a battle 
took place on the 18th, and another at 
Montereau on the 19th, in which the Allies 
were beaten. On the 19th, the head- 
quarters of Swartzenburgh were again at 
‘Troyes, the same position he had occupied 
about a for tnight before. Bonaparte appears 
to have made immense eilorts to retard and 
thus to check the progress ofthe Allies. A 
great partofs Soult? s army hus been brough: 
post from the neighbourhood of B: vonne, to 
fisht his battles onthe Seine, while Suchet’s 
army bas been withdrawn trom Catalonia, 
defence of Lyons. These move- 
ments, however, will set at liberty the chici 
part of Lord Weliington’s force, which will 
doubtless march forward as soon as tlie 
state of the roads and the weather will 
permit his advance. The army of thlic 
Crown Prince had also crossed the Rhine 
at Cologne on the 10th inst. and was in 
full march in the direction of Soissons anc 
Rheims, to join the line of the Allies, ints 
progress to Paris. lis advanced guar 
had already carried Soissons by assault, 
and was also in possession of Rheims. 
Wiiite hosulities were thus vigore - 
pursuc d, negotiations for a peace appear t 
have been ope ‘ned on the 4th instant, at Cha: 
tillon sur Seine, between Lord Castlereagh, 
the Austrian, Russian, aud Prussian Ambas- 
sadors ; and Caulinesurt, on the part of Bo- 
navarte. dow far these negotiations have 
proceeded, and by what circumstances they 
have been imped led, has not transpired ; but 
tie tardiness of their progress seems to io : 
cule that there was at lows st no wish, on the 
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naparte; aninference which is strengthened 
by 'the arrival of Monsieur at F rankfort, and 
by the report of his having been invited to 
repair to the head-quarters of the Allies. 

since the publication ef our last number, 
the fortresses of Dantzic on the Vistula, of 
Torgau and Wittenberg on the Eibe, of 
Gorcum in Holland, and of Bois-le-Due in 
Dutch Brabant, have fallen into the hands 
ofthe allies. Almost the whole of Austrian 
Brabant has been overrun by them; and 
Brussels, its capital, is in their possession. 
Ostend and Antwerp are still ocenpied by 
the French; as is Hamburgh, which last 
place, however, is closely besieged. 

Murat, the king of Naples, has agrecd to 
join the cause of the allies ; his occu ipancy 
of the throne of the two Sic ilies being § eia- 
yanteed to him, and his dominions being 
enlarged on the north. 

The ariicles of the treaty imposed by Po- 
naparte on Ferdinand Vil. have been di- 
vulged. They stipulate for the simultane- 
ous evacuation of Spain by the English and 
French; for the maintenance of maritime 
rights, as established 
Utrecht ; for the honours, prerogatives, and 
property of the followers of king Joseph ; 
and for the conclusion of 2 treaty of com- 

erce between the two powers. The treaty 
bea been unanimously rejected by the Cor- 
les. 

UNITE D STATES. 

We had room in our last number to advert 
but briefly to the President’s Message to 
Congress, on the opening of the session, 
There is one point in that Message which 
merits particular attention. Some British 
subjects, to the number of 23, having been 
taken fighting in the Ameticns ranks, were 
sent to Great Britain to be tried for their 
treason, The American government im. 
mediately subjected to close imprisonment 
23 British subjects, declaring that thev 
should answer with their lives for any pu- 
nishment that might be inflicted on the Bri- 
tish tvaitors. The Governor of Canada, as 
soon as he was made acquainted with this 
proceeding, selected 46 Americans, whom 
he placed in strictconfinement,and on whom 
he notified that it was his intention to 


a 


ie 
retaliate anv severity exercised by the Ame- 
rican government on the British prisoners 
confined as hostages. Mr.Madison adverted 
to this last proceeding in his message to 
Congress,and stated,that inorderto prevent 
uli doubt ‘of our adherence to the retali- 
ating resort imposed upon us,a correspond. 
ing number of British officers of war in our 
hands were immediately V put into close con- 
finement, to abide the tate of those confined 
by the enemv.” It seems, tnerefore, that 


- American government is determined 


by the treaty of 
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to maintain its unreasonable and absurd 
pretensions on this point ; that it is deter- 
mined to interpose between British traitors 
and the justice of their country, by putting 
to death a number of loyal Br itish subjects 
guilty of no oilence but that of bearing 
arms in their country’s defence. The al- 
leged eSect of an American act of natural- 
ization is opposed by the concurrent voice 
of ail the nations of Europe, and by the re- 
ceived maxims of public law. In this coun- 
try we frequently naturalize foreigners, but 
we never consider the act of usturalization 
as extincuishing the rights of the native 
state to their allegiance: it is for them to 
weigh the ciects of bearing arms against 
her. The general law of nations admits of 
no dispute on this point. It is also one 
of the enactments of the Code Napoleon, 
that no Frenchman can in any case louse his 
quality of Frenchman, and if he bear arms 
against his country, he shall sufier death. 
It is.difficult,therefore, to conceive on what 
monstrous perversion of all known law, or 
of right reason, Mr. Madison builds this 
extraordinary pretension to divest Britain 
of all right to the allegiance of her natural 
born subjects, by merely granting them a 
certificate of American naturalization. 

The President has announced to Congress 
that Lord Castlereagh, in declining the me- 
diation of Russia, had expressed the readi- 
ness of the British government to treat di- 
rectly with America, either in London or at 
Goitenburgh,on principles of reciprocity not 
inconsistent with the established maxims of 
public law ; and that he had accepted this 
proposal, selecting Gottenburgh as the the- 
atre of negotiation. In the mean time, a 
rigid embargo has been imposed on the 
poris of the United States. The act impos- 
ne it was preceded by a long niessage from 

e President, assigning the reasons for tl 
measure :—The laws then in force tended 
to favour the British, and thereby to pro- 
long the war ;—supplies of the most essen- 
tial kind found their way not only to Bri- 
tish ports and British armies at a distance, 
but to fleets and troops in their neighbour- 
hood and infesting their coasts ;—and Bri- 
tish goods found their way easily into Ame- 
rican ports. 

We stated, in our last Number, that the 
Canadian campaign lad closed. This 
statement, however, has proved to be in- 
correct. We have accounts. that nae 
quently to the retreat of the American ¢ 
mv under General Wi! ikinson, from peti 
Canada, Fort Niagara had been surprised 

nd taken by our troops ; and thata large 
American force, uncer General Hall, hav- 
ing been collected at Bubalo, to cover the 
American frontier, which had thus been 
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laid open, was attacked and completely de- 
feated by the British It was supposed 
the consequence of this defeat would be, 
that the American shipping on Lake Erie 
would be destroyed. luideed, it was strone- 
ly rumoured, that a severe storm,which had 
occurred on the Lokes, had rendered this 


attempt superfluous, by destroying most of 


the American navy; not only on Lake 
Erie, but on Lake Ontario alse, 
The official account which the American 


government has prevailed on itself to pub- 
lish, of the Giscomfiture of the attack on 
Lower Canada, is in the very highest de- 
grec ludicrous. Ceneral W iiinson tells t 1S, 
that he was harassed in 
acorps of the enemy. ‘I was tempted to 
halt, to turn about, — — an end to his 
teasing; but, aias! I was coniined to my 
bed.” The second in command was also ill ; 
so he determined to push forward. 
enemy,” he says, * deserve credit for their 
zeal and rae apa which the active and 
aniversal hostility of the 
the country enabled them to employ to the 
greatest advancage.” fe 
the enemy continuing to scratch the 
which brought cn a considerable action 
in which the Americans, superior by his 
own account in number to the enemy, bray- 
ed, with wxexnample! valour, a fire of two 
hours and a hali, without ¢ uitting the field 


his advance by 


ss The 


anale indbabitants of 
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or yielding to their antagonists. The Gene. 
ral, meanwhile, was confined to his bed, 
emaciated to a skeleton, unable to sit on 
his horse, or to move ten paces, without 
help. He labours very hard to prove that 
the Americans obtained a decided victory, 
The result, however, was, that he called a 
council of war, who gave it as their unani- 
mous opinien, that the attack on Montreal 
should be abandoned, and the army return 
to the American shore, to take up winter. 
quarters, General Wilkinson is anxious to 
shew, that this retrograde movement was 
produced not by defeat, but by the want of 
provisions ; and particularly by his not hav. 
ing been joined by an expected reinforce. 
ment under Gen.Hampton. Gen. Hampton, 
however, justly pleads that it would have 
made bad worse, to have joined himself to 
an army without the means of subsistence, 
especially as he had it not in his power to 
bring any with him. In his despatch to 
Gen. Hampton, requiring his co-operation, 
Gen. Wilkinson tells him :—* 1 am destin. 
ed to, and determined on, the attack of 
Montreal, if not prevented by some act of 
God.” He then describes the route he 
means to take, until he obtain foothold on 
Montreal island. ‘After which,” some. 
what in the Bobadil style, © our artiller;, 
bayonets, and swords, must secure our tri- 
ump, or provide us honourable graves.” 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


For some days rumours were very preva- 
Jent respecting a change of administration, 
in consequence of a diiference of opinion in 
the cabinct,as to the propriety of instructing 
Lord Castlereagh not to treat with Bona. 
parte. Itwas s: aid that Lord Liverpool, being 
averse to any such instruction, tendered his 
resignation, which was not accepted, and 
that thea affai it ended in the acquiescence of 
the majority of the cabinet in his lordship’s 
policy ofles wing Lord Castlereagh, unfet ter- 

ed, to act according to circumstances. We 
state this as the mere rumour of the day, 
without pretending tovouch for its accuracy. 


On the 12th instant, the Custom-house 
in Thames street was completely consumed 
by a fire which appears to have broken out 
accidentally. <A large amount of property, 
and an immense quantity of valuable re- 
cords have been destroyed; and great in- 
convenience and celay have been caused 
to the commercial world. The business 
of the Cuctom-house has been removed tor 
the present to the Commercial Sale-rooms 
in Mincing-lane. 

The Rev. Dr. Middleton is appointed 
the new bishop of India, 
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C33 KFegedenss and Crericus Rusricvs, will be inserted. 


AN UNKNOWN INQUIRER 


Juntos; A.M.A.; 
Reaper; the Account of Mr. Macfarlane ; 
RIENSIS; AN ELDERLY GENTLEMAN; S.; and Enwarp, 


Lentsse ; J. G.; P.; A cONSTAN’ 
NOoLD Enciisyu CuraTe; EBo- 
are under consideration. 


J.C.; 


We have been favoured with a letter of Joseph Crosfield, but not until the Reviews in 


the present number were printed off, 


Colebs married”? 
lisher’s advertisement had ted a Corres 


open the book to be conyinecd ef this, 


We shall pay due attention to his suggestions. 
We have received several answers to the lette 


early measures for ascertamine the facts of the case. 
authentic insormation upon it from our anonymous correspondent. 

is not the production of Mrs. H. More, as the ambiguity of the Pub- 
pondent 


er of I. in our last number, and shall take 
We should be glad to receive 


to suppose. It is only necessary to 
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